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Making the World 
Brighter, Together

The non-profit Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF), USA was set up in 1998 with the 
mission to help eliminate curable blindness in India. Over the last 25 years, it has 
grown from supporting one eye hospital to today, supporting 26 eye hospitals in 

15 states in India – making SEF, USA the largest free eye care provider in the world!
SEF, USA’s ‘Vision 2030: March to a Million’ goal is to perform one million  

free eye surgeries annually by the year 2030.

From left: Divyogi Patel (COO); Murali Krishnamurthy (Founder & Executive Chairman); Dr R.V. Ramani (Founder & Managing Trustee, Sankara Eye Foundation, India);  
Radhakrishnan Sundar (Board Member); and Sridharan Krishnamurthy (Founder & President)
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United States seeks 
governance reform 
for postwar Gaza  

Multiple countries in the region have agreed to help 
rebuild the territory (Image: AJ)

Tel Aviv: U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken spoke Wednesday
to Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas about reforming his govern‑
ment as Blinken sought to rally the
region behind postwar plans for
Gaza that include concrete steps
toward a Palestinian state.

The U.S.  is pushing for a
reformed Palestinian Authority to
govern Gaza once the war is over.
Blinken says multiple countries in
the region have agreed to help
rebuild the territory and that
wider Israeli‑Arab normalization is
still possible, but only if there is “a
pathway to a Palestinian state.” 

In their meeting in the West
Bank city of Ramallah, Blinken told
Abbas that the U.S. supports “tan‑
gible steps” toward a Palestinian
state,  according to State
Department spokesman Matthew
Miller. He said the two discussed
administrative reform.

The vision outlined by Blinken

faces serious obstacles. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuʼs government has so far
rejected Palestinian Authority con‑
trol in Gaza and adamantly oppos‑
es the creation of a Palestinian
state alongside Israel. The auto‑
cratic, Western‑backed Palestinian
leadership, whose forces were
driven from Gaza when Hamas
took over in 2007, lacks legitima‑
cy in the view of many
Palestinians.

The war in Gaza is still raging
with no end in sight, fueling a
humanitarian catastrophe in the
tiny coastal enclave. The fighting
has also stoked escalating violence
between Israel and Lebanonʼs
Hezbollah militants that has raised
fears of a wider conflict.

On his fourth visit to the region
since the war began three months
ago, Blinken has met in recent
days with the leaders of Saudi

(Image: X)

New Delhi: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has
made a stark contrast between Indiaʼs fraught ties
with Canada and that of the United States, saying that
one justifies terrorist and extremist activities in the
name of freedom of speech, unlike the other. 

When asked in an interview, whether the U.S. could
have been more considerate of Indiaʼs position in the
way it handled the Pannun episode, Jaishankar said,
“The first is when the

Gandhinagar: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu‑
rated the much‑anticipated Vibrant Gujarat Global
Summit 2024 in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, on Wednesday
and asserted that the goal is to make India a devel‑
oped country by the time it celebrates 100 years of
independence.

Addressing the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2024
in Gandhinagar, PM Modi

Canada, not the U.S., justifies
extremism in the name of
democracy: Jaishankar 

Vibrant Gujarat Summit:
Bringing vibrance to the

Indian economy

The preparations for the consecration ceremony of the Shri Ram Temple in Ayodhya on January 22
are in full swing. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and few other select dignitaries including seers have

been invited to the ceremony by the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra trust. 
The temple reflects the traditional Nagar style, and its architecture features 392 intricately carved 

pillars. The sanctum sanctorum has gold‑plated doors, adding a royal touch to the grandeur.  

In response to Washington, New Delhi had 
formed a committee to probe the matter 

(Image: X/ @DrSJaishankar)

India is the fifth largest economy in the world
today (Image: PIB) Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

US defends its veto of call for Gaza cease‑fire
Israel taps top legal minds to battle genocide
claim at world court
Gaza ceasefire protests block New York City
bridges
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8
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Devotional Bharat: 
Engrossed in Ram Dhun
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Dear Friends,

Warm greetings for a joyous,
healthy and prosperous New

Year. 
Trust you, and your loved ones

are well.
While welcoming the year

2024, looking back on 2023, it
was a year of wonderful achieve‑
ments.

While the Russia‑Ukraine war
was raging, the Israel‑Gaza war
erupted, which shocked the entire
Western and Middle Eastern
world. This war‑mongering is
endangering the world peace. We
hope for greater peace and har‑
mony for all in the times ahead.

India had much to rejoice last
year. The world watched and
applauded the successful hosting
of the G‑20 summit in New Delhi.
ISRO successfully landing
Chandrayan‑3 on the South Pole

of Moon gave us a feat to be
proud of. This first in the world
was followed by another auda‑
cious space mission: Aditya‑L1 is
now orbiting the sun to study the
solar atmosphere. Later this
month, the inauguration of the
long‑awaited Bhagwan Shri Ram
temple in Ayodhya will be anoth‑
er cheerful moment to celebrate.

The Team @ The South Asian
Times is proud to present our
annual New Year Special issue.
With your esteemed support, we
have graciously completed 15
years of glorious publication
without any interruption. Thank
you so much for your continued
participation, it means a lot to us.

As every year, we start with an
incredibly special edition by fea‑
turing The South Asian Times ‑
Person of the Year. For the last 14
years, we have proudly featured
a m a z i n g P e r s o n a l i t i e s /
Organizations who have trans‑
formed thousands of lives with
their generous Philanthropy,
Guidance, and by sharing their
Knowledge, Understanding, and
Wisdom.

This year,  The South Asian
Times recognizes and honors a

highly reputed charity as
Organization of the Year 2023.
With a mission to eliminate need‑
less blindness in India, Sankara
Eye Foundation (SEF), USA has
supported, for over 25 years, mil‑
l ions of free eye surgeries
through the 12 hospitals run by
Sankara Eye Foundation, India as
well as their 14 Partner Hospitals,

covering most states in India.
Now with their ambitious Vision
2030, SEF is targeting One
Million free eye surgeries annual‑
ly by the year 2030.  

SEF, USA has inspired thousands
to associate with Sankara to sup‑
port its philanthropic and human‑
itarian activit ies.  The Indian
American communities and thou‑
sands of people outside America,
especially in India, are proud of
Sankara's services and leadership
role in eliminating blindness. We
wholeheartedly applaud and sup‑
port their continued ef forts in
bringing the Light to millions of
Sights, and proudly present them
as "The South Asian Times‑
Organization of the Year 2023".

We appreciate the SEF, USA
team for their cooperation in
bringing out this special feature.
We thank our Founding Editor,
Mr. Parveen Chopra, who has
handled all our Person of the Year
specials since 2008, and has
again beautifully created the
Organization of the Year 2023
feature, even though he is over‑
whelmed with his own passion‑
project, ALotusInTheMud.com.

Our New Year & Person of the

Year special issues, print & digital,
have been read by well over half a
million people in America and all
over the world, and they are
proudly displayed by many fami‑
lies on their cof fee tables and
kept in their collectibles. Please
contact us if you wish to have a
hard copy, we will gladly mail it
you with our compliments.

Since its inception, The South
Asian Times has earned an
immaculate reputation for its con‑
sistency for excellence in journal‑
ism, value‑based content, clean
display, and qualitative advertis‑
ing. Our unique vision has contin‑
uously set new trends and stan‑
dards in the South Asian media
fraternity of America, both in
print and online.

We the team @ The South Asian
Times sincerely thank all our sup‑
porters and readers who have
been integral partners in our gra‑
cious presence and success. Hope
you will  enjoy the New Year
Special issue. Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome.

Kamlesh C. Mehta
Chairman@
TheSouthAsianTimes.Info

Letter from the
Publisher

Presenting Organization of the Year  2023

Cover pages of our last 10 New Year
& Person of the Year Special Issues

Kamlesh C. Mehta
Chairman & Publisher

2015

2020 2019

2018 2017 2016 2014

202120222023
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Dhaka: The United States and the
United Kingdom said the elections
that extended Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasinaʼs rule were
not credible, free and fair. 

Both countries, which have trade
and development t ies with
Bangladesh, also condemned politi‑
cal violence that preceded Sundayʼs
election in which Hasinaʼs party
won more than two‑thirds of the
parliamentary seats while turnout
was low and the main opposition
party boycotted. 

“The United States remains con‑
cerned by the arrests of thousands
of political opposition members and
by reports of irregularities on elec‑
tion day. The United States shares
the view with other observers that
these elections were not free or fair
and we regret that not all parties
participated,” State Department
spokesperson Mathew Miller said.

He urged Bangladeshʼs govern‑
ment to credibly investigate reports
of violence and hold those responsi‑
ble accountable.

The U.K. said the democratic stan‑
dards were not met consistently in
the lead‑up to the election.

“Democratic elections depend on
credible, open, and fair competition.
Respect for human rights, rule of
law and due process are essential
elements of the democratic process.
These standards were not consis‑
tently met during the election peri‑
od. We are concerned at the signifi‑

cant number of arrests of opposi‑
tion party members before polling
day,” the UKʼs Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office said in the statement. 

Hasinaʼs ruling Awami League
won 222 seats out of 299 contest‑
ed. Independent candidates took
62, while the Jatiya Party, the third
largest, took 11 seats and three
smaller parties got 3 seats. The
result in one seat remained unde‑
clared. The election of one seat was
postponed because a candidate
died.The main opposit ion
Bangladesh Nationalist Party led by
former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and its allies boycotted the election,
and voter turnout was a low 41.8%.
While election day was relatively
calm, a wave of violence preceded
the vote.

The U.S. statement said it remains
“committed to partnering with
Bangladesh to advance our shared
vision for a free and open Indo‑
Pacific, to supporting human rights
and civil society in Bangladesh, and
to deepening our people‑to‑people
and economic ties.”

Bangladesh is an important part‑
ner of the U.S. interest in the Indo‑
Pacific region along with neighbor‑
ing India amid growing influence of
China. China, Russia, India and
some other countries congratulated
Hasina for the victory and pledged
to continue to partner with the
South Asian nation.

United States and UK say Bangladeshʼs
elections were not credible

United States seeks 
governance reform for
postwar Gaza
Continued from page 3
Arabia, Jordan, Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates and Turkey. He
says they are open to contributing
to postwar plans in return for
progress on creating a Palestinian
state.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military
said Wednesday it has found evi‑
dence that hostages were present
in an underground tunnel in the
Gaza Strip city of Khan Younis,
which has become the focus of
Israelʼs ground offensive.

The military showed the tunnel
to journalists who were escorted
into a neighborhood near the
ruins of destroyed homes and
streets. A corrugated tin hut cov‑
ered the tunnelʼs entrance in a
residential yard.

The military says Hamas is oper‑
ating from inside the tunnels, and
military of ficials have made the
destruction of the tunnel system a
top goal. Brig. Gen. Dan Goldfus,
commander of the militaryʼs 98th
Division, described the tunnels as
posing “a 720‑degree threat.” 

“Itʼs not 360, but itʼs 720, under‑
ground and overground,” Goldfus
said.

Canada, not the U.S., 
justifies extremism in
the name of democracy:
Jaishankar 
Continued from page 3
Americans believed they had an
issue, whether their belief is vali‑
dated or not only the court can
decide, they came to us and said
look we have these concerns and
we are sharing this with you and
would like you to find out whatʼs
happening. The Canadians did not
do this.”

In November, an Indian national
was charged with plott ing to

assassinate Sikh separat ist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun. This
development came two months
after neighboring Canada publicly
linked Indian intelligence to the
June killing of another Khalistani
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

The White House stated that the
Biden administration is treating
the alleged plot to assassinate
Pannun on American soil with
ʻutmost seriousnessʼ  and has
raised the issue with New Delhi.
Ottawaʼs accusations were dis‑
missed as “absurd” but in
response to Washington, New
Delhi formed a committee to
probe the matter.

Distinguishing between the two
countries, Minister Jaishankar
pointed out that the U.S. takes a
stronger position on the “misuse
of freedoms” than Canada.
“Second, the US does not justify
these separatist, terrorist, extrem‑
ist activities in the name of free‑
dom of speech. We have seen the
US taking a much firmer position
on misuse of freedoms than we
have seen Canada take. Canada
has also on occasions very openly
interfered in our politics. We all
remember events in Punjab. I
think the only PM in the world
who publicly commented on it
was the Canadian PM. Iʼd say we
have apples and oranges here and
Iʼd not mix up the two,” he added.

Vibrant Gujarat Summit:
Bringing vibrance to the
Indian economy
Continued from page 3

asserted that the Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit 2024 is the
first summit in this Amrit Kaal.

“This is the first Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit in this Amrit Kaal.
Therefore, this is even more sig‑
nificant. Representatives from
more than 100 countries who are
participating in this Summit, are

crucial partners in this develop‑
ment journey for India,” PM Modi
said. He further said that India is
working towards its goal for the
next 25 years.

In the recent past, India com‑
pleted 75 years of independence.
Now, India is working on its goal
for the next 25 years. We have the
goal of making it a developed
country by the time it celebrates
100 years of independence.
Therefore, these 25 yearsʼ dura‑
tion is Indiaʼs Amrit Kaal,” PM
Modi said.

PM Modi said that the focus on
structural reform was the reason
behind India showing high rates
of growth.

“We are all aware of the global
circumstances. So, in times like
these, if the Indian economy is dis‑
playing such resistance, if the
growth in India is showing such
momentum, a big reason behind
this is our focus on structural
reforms in the last 10 years.
These reforms have enhanced the
capacity, capability and competi‑
tiveness of Indiaʼs economy” PM
Modi said.

“Today, India is the fifth largest
economy in the world. 10 years
ago, India was in 11th position.
Today, all major agencies estimate
that India will be in the top three
economies of the world in the
coming years. Let people across
the world do their analysis, but it
is my guarantee that it will hap‑
pen” PM Modi added.

DISCLAIMER

Views and Opinions expressed by

contributing Editors/

Authors/Writers are not necessarily

the views of The South Asian

Times, and its publisher,  Forsythe

Media Group, LLC. Readers are

suggested to discreetly follow their

own judgement.

Hasinaʼs 
ruling Awami

League 
won 

222 seats
of 299 

contested 

(Image: Scroll)
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With Best Compliments

RAVISHANKAR BHOOPLAPUR
President

Happy New Year

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA
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Making the world 
brighter, together

The non-profit Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF), USA was set up in 1998 to help eliminate 
curable blindness in India. Over the last 25 years, it has grown from supporting one eye 

hospital to today, supporting 26 eye hospitals in 15 states in India – making SEF, USA the 
largest free eye care provider in the world!  SEF, USA’s ‘Vision 2030: March to a Million’ goal is 

to perform one million free eye surgeries annually by the year 2030.
By Parveen Chopra
Founding Editor
The South Asian Times
Founder, ALotusInTheMud.com

COVER FEATURE

It is a well-known fact that one-fourth 
of the world’s blind are in India, and it 
is largely the poor who suffer from the 

loss of sight due to untreated cataracts. To 
alleviate the humongous problem of curable 
blindness in India, the Sankara Eye Foun-
dation (SEF), India established the Sankara 
Eye Hospital in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, 
in 1986, offering free eye surgeries to the 
poor.

In 1998, SEF, USA was launched to sup-
port the Coimbatore hospital and since then 
SEF, USA has contributed to a big and bold 
vision to eliminate curable blindness in 
India. SEF, USA became fully committed to 
raising resources to replicate the Coimba-
tore Hospital model throughout India.

SEF, USA (www.giftofvision.org) was 
started in the San Francisco Bay Area by 
Murali Krishnamurthy and his brother K. 
Sridharan in 1998. They were motivated by 
their uncle, P. Balasubramaniam, to support 
the good work of his friend Dr R.V. Ramani, 
founder of the Sankara Eye Foundation, 
India. Little did the two brothers, working in 
the tech industry, know at that time that this 
was going to flower into a beautiful move-
ment and brighten up the lives of millions 
back home in India as well as motivate SEF 
volunteers and donors in the USA.

SEF, USA celebrated its Silver Jubilee last 
year and has now become the leader in com-
munity eye care as the largest free eye care 
provider in the world.

Starting from 8,000 free eye surgeries 
at the Sankara Eye Hospital, Coimbatore in 
1998, SEF, USA has helped perform 560,000 
free surgeries in 2023 at its network of 26 
eye hospitals (12 Sankara Eye Hospitals 
and 14 Partner Eye Hospitals) in 15 Indian 

states. They have built a capacity for over 
600,000 free eye surgeries and over 444 
million people are covered by this move-
ment.

SEF, USA is a grassroots organization 
supported by
•	 60,000+ donors and 1,000+ volun-

teers across USA
•	 1,000+ staff and doctors at the net-

work of 12 Sankara Eye Hospitals
•	 1,000+ staff and doctors at the net-

work of 14 Partner Eye Hospitals.

Talking to the SEF leaders in the USA 
or India, you hear a palpable excitement 
as together, they are marching to a new, 
ambitious goal.

Their Vision 2030 - March to a Million 
is aiming to:
•	 Build a capacity of one million free eye 

surgeries by 2028
•	 Scale up free eye surgeries to one mil-

lion a year by 2030
•	 Make the entire system self-sufficient 

by 2035-36.

Their self-sufficiency model mandates 
80% or at least 70% of eye surgeries at 

each hospital to be conducted free for 
the rural poor, paid for by the paid sur-
geries. The model enables the hospital to 
not need additional funding to meet oper-
ational costs within 5-7 years. Sankara has 
a Rural Outreach Program to screen rural 
populations to identify those needing eye 
surgeries or suffering from other diseases 
of the eye.

The Vision 2030 march, no doubt, 
requires SEF, USA to scale up its fundrais-
ing efforts. They have calculated that they 
will need $100 million till 2028 with $50 
million for capital projects and $50 mil-
lion for free eye surgeries. No child’s play! 
But Murali is confident that $100 mil-
lion can be raised when broken down into 
10,000 donors donating $2,000 annually 
for five years.

The donors can rest assured their 
money is put to good use. Charity Naviga-
tor has given SEF, USA top four-star rat-
ing for nine consecutive years for com-
mitment to transparency, accountability, 
governance, and for keeping the over-
heads low.

Sankara Eye Hospitals Spread in India 

SEF USA’s Journey

SEF USA Established 1998,
 8,000 Free Eye Surgeries

Sankara Eye Hospital

Partner Hospital

Partner Hospitals
added to the Journey

In FY 2023,
356,000 Free Eye
Surgeries2023

2022

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

2014

2012

2008

2004

1998
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The Inspiration
SEF, USA is inspired by the example of Dr. 
Ramani and his wife Dr. Radha Ramani. The 
couple had a flourishing medical practice 
when they were encourged by the Kanchi 
Sankaracharyas to do charitable work. They 
started providing free general health care 
in the late 1970s but soon realized that eye 
care needed special attention. They estab-
lished the first Sankara Eye Hospital (named 
after Sankaracharya) in Coimbatore in 1985 
for community eye care.

Sankara's slogan is: ‘World class eye care 
with a social impact.’  The social impact is 
immediate and lasts a lifetime for every 
patient who has vision restored. Patients 
quickly return to becoming productive 
members of society and providers for the 
family. The elderly achieve independence, 
adding to their self-esteem.

Sankara Eye Hospital, Coimbatore start-
ed organizing eye camps in and around the 
city, brought patients to the hospital, provid-
ed them with high-quality eye surgery, took 
them back, and followed up to make sure 
that the patients were taking care of their 
eyes well. This resulted in a high success 
rate of over 98%. They also established an 
eye bank for eye donations needed for Cor-
neal Transplants.

Here in the USA, SEF volunteers were 
motivated and started raising funds in earn-
est. They set up booths at various events 
to raise awareness for the noble cause. In 
1999, SEF organized a light music concert 
by the Bay Area group, Pallavi, co-founded 
by Murali, a singer himself. It was their first 
show and raised $18,000.  

Donations from SEF, USA motivated the 
Coimbatore Hospital to start performing 
more and more free eye surgeries. Certifi-
cates were sent to every donor with the 
name of the patient and other details. It is 
a practice they continue diligently. A cata-
ract surgery costs under $30, which is easy 
to solicit in the USA. This prompted them 

to request donors to ‘Open an Eye a Month’ 
for $360 a year or ‘Open an Eye a Week’ for 
$1,500.

Murali recalls, “Right from the beginning 
we were aware of the importance of market-
ing, and we started advertising on TV, pro-
moting our program of free eye surgeries 
supported by a donation of just $30 for each 
patient. We also came up with a phone num-
ber 1-866-SANKARA and were quickly able 
to respond to queries.”

Growth Journey
A quantum leap in the partnership between 
SEF in the USA and India was waiting to hap-
pen. Rajeev Chamraj, an MIT graduate and 
MBA, noticed their TV ads and pushed SEF, 
USA team to embrace a big vision of build-
ing Coimbatore-style eye hospitals all over 
India to substantially address the problem 
of blindness in India.

There were no takers, understandably, 
remembers Murali, as they were all volun-
teers and were raising less than $100,000 
a year.  The response from Dr Ramani and 
his team was not encouraging either. The 
logjam was broken when Kanchi Sankara-
charyas (the Ramanis are their devotees) 
were approached and gave their blessings 
and support. One of the devotees of the Kan-

SEF, USA board members visited Sankara Eye Hospital in Coimbatore in 2016

chi pontiffs donated land in Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh for the hospital, which became 
the second Sankara hospital after Coimba-
tore. This set the ball rolling towards Vision 
20/20, to raise 20 hospitals by 2020. SEF, 
USA volunteers moved forward with a lot of 
energy and enthusiasm.

For the frenetic expansion that fol-
lowed, Dr Ramani gives full credit to SEF, 
USA’s motivation, and financial support. 

SEF, USA volunteers from various parts of the country at the 2017 Annual Volunteer Meeting  at the  Yosemite National Park

SEF, USA - Salient Points
  Proven Impact:  Over 25 years of  dedi-
cated service, delivering high-quality eye 
care and transforming lives through sight 
restoration.

  Sustainability Model:  A unique 70:30 
model where 30% of  paying patients fund 
70% of  free surgeries, making each hospi-
tal self-sustainable within five years.

  Scalable Vision:  Building on the success 
of  over 25 hospitals, with plans to scale up 
to a million free surgeries annually and 
sustainably by 2030.

  Legacy of  Giving:  Donors’ contribu-
tion goes beyond immediate impact, creat-
ing a legacy that continues to give the gift 
of  vision in perpetuity.

 Transparency: A commitment to ac-
countability, consistently recognized with 
the highest ratings from charity oversight 
organizations. (4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator)

  Direct Effect:  Every donation directly 
contributes to life-changing surgeries, with 
clear and measurable outcomes.

  Community Empowerment:  Free eye 
care services empower not just individuals 
but the entire communities, enhancing 
quality of  life and economic opportunities.

  Global Recognition:   SEF, USA is known 
as the world’s largest free eye surgery pro-
gram, with a reputation for excellence and 
efficiency.

Sankara India Board Chairman Dr S.V. Balas-
ubramaniam compliments them as being 
“masters in raising funds for our hospitals 
through donations big and small.”

The cost of building an eye hospital at 
that time was between $1 million and $1.5 
million. The SEF, USA team was concerned 
about this big jump in their fundraising 
ability. But the big target can be broken 
down into one thousand donors donating 
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Parveen Chopra feels 
blessed compiling this 
Organization of the Year 
cover feature and thanks 
SEF, USA team for their help.
He has started his own non-
profit, ALotusInTheMud.com, 
a web magazine focused 
on wellness and spiritual 
content for all.

$1,000 each - or only $500 with matching 
funds from corporations or other generous 
donors. Further,  $1,000 donors can have 
their name or that of a loved one on the hos-
pital Wall of Founders.

The small team of volunteers at the time 
came up with another brilliant idea to help 
build new eye hospitals. They sought and 
secured the support of community organiz-
ations associated with the state where the 
hospital was being built. Executive Coun-
cil member Hema Chamraj and her team 
developed a template for such tie-ups. 
Any organization raising $100,000 (now 
$125,000) from its members becomes a 
Partner-in-Service of the hospital, duly 
recognized on a prominent plaque at the 
entrance to the Hospital. Narayana Kala, an 
energetic volunteer, brought his friends to 
SEF, USA. They, including Venkat Maddipati 
(now on the Board), played a key role in rais-
ing funds for the Guntur Project. The idea 
of Founding Donors and Partners-in-Service 
continues to deliver dividends. 

SEF, USA worked with the Bay Area Tel-
ugu Association (BATA) and the Telugu 
Association of North America (TANA), and 
the magic of light entered Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh in 2004. At BATA and TANA, their 
leaders Jayaram Komati and Vijaya Aasuri 
helped.

As SEF was growing rapidly, Murali Krish-
namurthy left the IT industry and became 
full-time Executive Chairman in 2009. 

US Chapters
From the Bay Area, where the early volun-
teers were based, SEF, USA spread out. They 
have now many active chapters in the coun-
try, particularly in San Francisco Bay Area, 
Seattle, Southern California, Austin, Dallas, 
Houston, New Jersey, and more. The chap-
ters are all volunteer-driven. They organize 

(All photos courtesy: SEF, USA)

events big and small. Dandia is their signa-
ture event and a money-spinner. The SF Bay 
Area annual Dandia is one of the biggest in 
California, attracting over 6,000 people.

SEF, USA Board member Divyogi Patel, 
who has a background in organizing 
events, raised the game by organizing big 
Bollywood shows with artists like Shreya 
Ghoshal. They continued with marquee 
names like Sonu Nigam, Kumar Sanu, Alka 
Yagnik, Hariharan, Sunidhi Chauhan, Ali Zaf-
ar, Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy, and Udit Narayan. 
This raised awareness about Sankara's mis-
sion and brought in many new donors.

Murali fondly remembers a donor (who 
would like to remain anonymous) who sin-
gle-handedly gave $9.5 million cumulative-
ly from 2008 to 2014. He started by giving 
$750K to complete the Sankara Eye Hospi-
tal in Anand and after that every other year 
he donated more.

There are at least five donors who have 
given one million or more. 

Partner Eye Hospitals
Around 2015-16, SEF, USA started part-
nering with like-minded eye hospitals in 
India to expand the Sankara footprint to 
the Northern and Eastern states and to give 
some breathing time to SEF, India to consoli-

How untreated cataract 
leads to blindness

•	 India is home to one-fourth of the 
world's blind population.

•	 80% of blindness is either prevent-
able or curable.

•	 A major cause of blindness is cataract.

What is a cataract?
Dr R.V. Ramani explains that the Latin 
word ‘cataract’ means waterfalls. When 
you stand behind a sheet of water fall-
ing, you can't see anything in front. Our 
eye lens takes the light rays and focuses 
onto the retina, which is the screen. The 
eye lens is a crystalline clear at birth. 
As age advances, just like the greying 
of the hair, there are protein changes 
in the lens. And at some stage, the lens 
becomes opaque. When it becomes pro-
gressively more and more opaque, it 
stops transmitting the light inside. The 
person is blind. If you leave the cata-
ract for years, the retina loses the cap-
acity to perceive light. It becomes an 
advanced cataract, which is a challenge 
to operate.

Cataract removal surgery just costs 
less than $30. That is why Sankara mis-
sion is to eliminate needless blindness 
by providing free surgeries for those 
who cannot afford it or do not have 
access to it.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Sankara Eye Hospital in Anand, 
Gujarat, in 2008 when he was Chief Minister of the state

Dr R.V. Ramani was conferred Padma Shri by the Government of India in 2019  
for his dedicated work in the field of medical services

date and further develop Training and R&D.
SEF, USA board member Sundar 

Radhakrishnan who lives both in India and 
the USA, built a small team to support the 
Partner Initiative and do financial and oper-
ational due diligence of the Partners. 

Sundar gives an overview of the Partners 
Initiative: “We start supporting the new Part-
ner Eye Hospitals in a small way like pro-
viding for additional free eye surgeries and 
later for facilities like operation theaters, 
community wards, to support more patients. 
We support minor and major expansions 
and if there is a good scope then we help 
them build a new hospital.”

Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital in Bihar is the 
most prominent of Partners. Founded and 
headed by a firebrand Mritunjay Tiwary, 
they were already focused on doing free eye 
surgeries. They specifically located them-
selves in the rural area of Mastichak to be 
where the beneficiaries are. 

In all, SEF, USA supports 14 Partner Eye 
Hospitals run by 11 Partner organizations 
in the states of Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, 
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
and Maharashtra.

In 2023, SEF, USA completed four 
hospital projects:
•	 Sankara Eye Hospital, Hyderabad (new)
•	 Netaji Eye Hospital, Purulia, West Bengal 

(refurbishment and minor expansion)
•	 Akhand Jyoti Center of Excellence, Masti-

chak, Bihar (new), a 500-bed hospital
•	  H.V. Desai Eye Hospital, Pune (major 

expansion)

The following hospitals are coming up 
in 2024:
•	 R. Jhunjhunwala Sankara Eye Hospital, 

Varanasi
•	 Kalyanam Karoti, Mathura
•	 Shankarseth Sable Eye Hospital, Solapur
•	  Major expansion of Sankara Eye Hospi-

tal, Guntur, AP

In 2025, they hope to complete the 
following projects:
•	 Major expansion of Sankara Eye Hospi-

tal, Kanpur, UP
•	 Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospitals in Patna (new), 

Ballia (expansion), Samastipur (expan-
sion) and Purnia (expansion), all in Bihar.

To achieve Vision 2030, SEF, USA plans 
to add more Partner Hospitals.  Towards 
their goal of one million free eye surgeries 
by 2030, the network of Sankara Eye Hospi-
tals will deliver 430,000 free eye surgeries 
annually and all Partner Hospitals together 
will deliver 570,000 free eye surgeries.

Covid relief
When Covid hit, like everyone else, the eye 
hospitals supported by SEF, USA were also 
struggling to run as they were not getting 
any paid patients to sustain free eye care, 
and even free patients were coming in small 
numbers. Thanks to their donors, SEF, USA 
put in place a Paycheck Payment Protection 
Program for all the hospitals to save the day. 
In turn, they won the confidence of the Part-
ner Hospitals, some of which are now more 
willing to increase their surgery capacity. 

A big donor and supporter of SEF, USA, 
Ram Reddy organized a Virtual SEF-En-
vision-2020 event in December 2020. This 
was the first of a kind and many well-known 
entrepreneurs like Anand Mahindra partici-
pated. The event raised a lot of awareness 
about Sankara’s mission.

With Covid behind them, Vision 2030 
beckons SEF, USA.

You can join SEF, USA’s ‘Vision 2030: 
March to a Million’ Journey to provide 

one million free eye surgeries  
annually by 2030.

Headquartered in Milpitas, CA, Sankara 
Eye Foundation, USA is a 501(c)(3)  
registered non-profit organization.  

All contributions are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law.

Donate @ www.giftofvision.org
Contact for more information

info@giftofvision.org; or 1-866-726-5272
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With Best Compliments & Warmest Wishes for an Amazing 2024

Nimmi & Kamlesh C. Mehta

May this well-deserved recognition inspire and 
motivate every member of the Sankara Eye 

Foundation, USA to continue their incredible work, 
bringing light and hope to countless lives.

Wishing you all a

Very Happy New Year

Very warm and heartiest congratulations to
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Sankara Showcase

The eye hospitals 
supported by 
Sankara Eye 

Foundation, USA 
are in India, so their 
activities span both 

countries. Dr R.V. Ramani set up the Coimbatore Eye Hospital in 1985  
for community eye care

SEF, USA involved BATA (Bay Area Telugu Association) when building 
their eye hospital in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh

Board members R. Sundar and Divyogi Patel at a summit in Mumbai in 2022 with representatives of Partner Hospitals to brief them about Vision 2030

Famous singer Falguni Pathak (middle) at SEF, USA Dandia
Murali Krishnamurthy escorting Shreya Ghoshal,  

who did a few concerts for SEF, USA

SEF iWalk Walkathons raise funds while promoting health SEF, USA chapters organizing successful Dandia - often with Preetysha & Sameer

Playback singer Shankar Mahadevan visiting  
Sankara Eye Hospital in Bangalore
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Mohan Wanchoo (on the mike), philanthropist and entrepreneur, as well as The South Asian Times Person 
of the Year 2021, was Co-Chair of the gala of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA at Cipriani in New York

Kavita & Mohan Wanchoo
ECI MW Holding Company, Inc    Jasmine Universe, LLC

With Best Compliments From

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA
On being Honored as

Wishing you all the best for Vision 2030

Heartiest Congratulations to
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Dr R.V. Ramani
Founder and Managing Trustee,  
Sankara Eye Foundation, India

The credit for Sankara’s 
expansion goes to SEF, USA

Dr R.V. Ramani, Founder and Managing Trustee, Sankara Eye Foundation, India, and a Padma Shri 
honoree, gave this interview from Coimbatore, where he had started the first Sankara Hospital.

 How satisfied are you with the phenomenal 
growth of Sankara?

 What we achieved over these 47 years for the mission 
that we had set up has boosted our morale. It encourages 
me and my colleagues to do better and see that we reach 
out to more and more needy patients. Sankara India so far 
has touched about 10 million lives, both outpatient and 
inpatient. Over six million patients have been examined. And 
over 2.4 million free eye surgeries have been performed.

 What has been the contribution of your partner, 
Sankara Eye Foundation, USA in this growth?

 I clearly remember, it took five years for my friend P. 
Balasubramaniam to convince his nephews, Sridharan and 
Murali, to support a good cause like ours from the USA. 
When they saw what we were doing at the Coimbatore Eye 
Hospital, they were overwhelmed. They said, “Doctor, you 
should spread your wings and share your experience and 
expertise for the benefit of the rest of the country!”

But the logistics of healthcare are complex, unlike in 
other fields like manufacturing; here we are dealing with 
human beings. It also needs big investments. We were con-
tent with the Coimbatore Hospital, so the credit for the 
expansion goes to SEF, USA. And now we have instituted a 
lot of systems and processes to run this pan-India movement 
effectively.

Brief Bio
Dr. R.V. Ramani received his medical degree from 
Kasturba Medical College, Manipal/Mangalore. Along 
with his wife Dr. Radha Ramani, he established a clinic 
in Coimbatore in 1972 in memory of his late father, 
Dr A. Ramanathan. Realizing the need for voluntary 

initiatives in health care, he established the Sankara movement 47 years 
ago with the blessings of Kanchi Sankaracharyas. Sankara has emerged 
as a ‘world-class eye care institution with a social impact.’

Dr Ramani is a Major Donor and a Past President of Rotary Coimbatore 
Central – the World’s first 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club.

‘Gift of Vision’ rural outreach eye care program initiated in the year 
1990 as a Health Hunger Humanity Program of Rotary International 
and Rotary Coimbatore Central has been serving the rural population 
in 164 districts across 10 states in India.

 

For Vision 2030, we  
are keeping in mind not 

just the numbers, but also 
quality of care. For that 

single individual getting 
cataract surgery, it is his 
pair of eyes, his vision, 

and his future

During Covid, donors from Sankara, USA, Indian donors, 
and our committed team all helped to keep the operations 
running.

 SEF, USA is a volunteer-run organization. How 
about Sankara, India?

 I am a volunteer too. In these 47 years, I have not taken a 
single rupee. Not that I’m a millionaire, but I’m content with 
what I have. Initially, me and my wife, Dr Radha Ramani, had 
our flourishing medical practice. We gave that up and now 
both of us are fully involved in Sankara. Those on our Board 
and the Steering Council are also volunteers.

But all our doctors and staff have paid jobs.

 Will Vision 2030 of one million free eye surger-
ies a year be achieved?

 Definitely. Given the right opportunities, we might even 
exceed the target. But we are keeping in mind not just the 
numbers; quality of care is paramount for us. For that single 
individual getting cataract surgery, it is his pair of eyes, his 
vision, and his future.

 Sankara’s mission is to serve the rural popula-
tion. But your hospitals are in cities.

 We set up hospitals in cities to get quality manpower 
and modern infrastructure. Secondly,  the paying patients 
come from the cities. Our Gift of Vision model is such that 
the rural people can be examined and screened at their door-
steps. Then they are taken on buses to the base hospital, 
where they get the best treatment.

We have our field workers and software called SERVIS 
(Sankara Electronic Remote Vision Information System) to 
make the rural outreach program run smoothly.  

Now we are even making the local children volunteer as 
sight ambassadors. We give them a card and tell them, “Go 
and ask your grandfather or grandmother to read that from 
a meter away. If they can’t, please ask them to come to us.” It 
is selective publicity in the rural slums. The idea is to ensure 
the economically weaker sections avail our services.

We have chosen a need-based cause as almost one-
fourth of the world’s population of blind are in India. They 
live in darkness due to various reasons: non-affordability, 
non-availability, and inaccessibility.

 Why are one-fourth of the world’s blind in India?
 Multiple factors. One, our population is huge. In 80% 

of cases, blindness is caused by unoperated cataracts. Gen-
etically too, Indians are predisposed to cataract formation. 
Lately, we are also seeing diabetic retinopathy. Lack of nutri-
tion used to be a factor, but not anymore because of nutri-
tion programs for children in many states. Yet, in some rural 
interiors and tribal hamlets, malnutrition persists.

 You say that the spark to start Sankara came 
from the Kanchi Sankaracharya.

 Yes, His Holiness Sri Jayendra Saraswati was visiting 
Coimbatore in 1977 when the Kamakshi temple was being 
built here. He implored doctors to devote at least two hours 
a week to the poor. He also wanted a clinic for the poor in 
the temple. I came to know about that and ended up offering 
primary healthcare – examining the patient, and giving them 
medicine for 50 paisa.

Later when our Coimbatore hospital was ready, I went to 
seek the blessings of the Paramacharya, Chandrashekaren-
dra Saraswati, in Kanchipuram. He christened it Sankara. 
And it is his blessing taking us forward to this day.

 How has Dr Radha Ramani contributed to 
Sankara’s success?

 She has been my friend, philosopher, and guide. She is 
equally passionate about the cause. At every stage, she has 

guided us, suggesting course corrections when required. She 
has brought in the compassion factor, arguing, “These poor 
people are coming to us, and we need to show them that 
extra dose of compassion.”

Dr Radha says that we must treat even the staff as family. 
They need to be taken care of. Their children should have a 
good future too. The motivation to do good also comes from 
my father, Dr A. Ramanathan, who was one of the three doc-
tors serving the poor during a plague in the area.

 How does your program of empowerment of 
rural women work?

 Almost 80 per cent of our workforce is women. Empower-
ment of rural women is very close to my wife’s heart and Dr. 
Radha runs that program. We identify secondary pass girls 
from poor rural families. Then they are enrolled in the Vision 
Care Technicians program; everything is paid for. Subse-
quently, they can specialize in roles like optometrists that 
we need in eye hospitals.

 You were honored with Padma Shri by the 
Indian government in 2019. How did you feel? Does 
Sankara get along well with the powers that be?

 This national recognition boosts our morale, but the 
Pama Shri was for the entire Sankara family. We have good 
relations with the government of India and state govern-
ments as well. Ultimately, all understand that our service 
reaches the poorest of the poor. And we are apolitical. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated our hospital in Anand 
in 2008 when he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat.

 Your favorite quote is: ‘Life is a sojourn on this 
planet. Service is the rent we pay.’ Please elaborate.

 When we start in life, first we want to have a comfortable 
living for ourselves and our family. Once we have achieved that 
to a certain level, we start looking around: can I do something 
for others? Indeed, we owe it to them. Only when everyone is 
happy, the community is happy, the country will flourish.

I also love to quote Emerson: “The purpose of life is not 
to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compas-
sionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived 
and lived well.”

Dr R.V. Ramani and Dr Radha Ramani founded the 
Sankara Eye Foundation, India in 1977
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Right man for the right job
In between making calls to potential donors to meet his target as the year was ending,  

Murali Krishnamurthy spoke to Parveen Chopra from his office in Milpitas, CA.

Personable, passionate, affectionate... Many epithets 
come to mind when talking of Murali Krishnamurthy, 
who is at the helm of SEF, USA which he founded with 

his brother, K. Sridharan. 
In Sridharan’s words: “Murali has grown nicely as the 

face of the organization. One of his key qualities is how he 
motivates volunteers, treating them as family, listening to 
their problems, helping them, and sharing in their joy and 
celebrations. The culture of the organization has been built 
by Murali and his family. Murali has a rare ability to touch 
donors’ hearts and has the unrelenting drive to accomplish 
the goals set for the organization.”

Yes, his love is sprinkled with disarming candor and 
humor. He is wont to sing a stanza or two for you of a devo-
tional or Bollywood song. That is his formula to win friends 
and influence people and meet the fundraising targets, which 
go up by a million or two every year.

Murali has this line about himself: “Initially I used to think 
that I am playing a major role in eliminating curable blind-
ness, now it is very clear to me that I am the biggest bene-
ficiary, and it is surely helping me grow spiritually.” He now 
wants to help the volunteers and others benefit from this 
work and grow in their personal lives.   

 How satisfied are you with the growth of Sankara?
 It is like the water level slowly rising. You don’t realize that 

you’re going up and up and up. Now we are even more excited 
as we work on Vision 2030, which is very achievable by SEF, 
USA and Partner Hospitals. It gives me extreme satisfaction 
and inner joy. This profound journey has brought us spiritual 
progress. I’m calmer now. Earlier, when we inaugurated a new 
hospital, I would say, “Yay!” Now I say, “What next?”

It is a steady journey towards Vision 2030 now. So, we are 
executing whatever is needed.

 Mr SV Balasubramaniam, SEF, India Chairman, 
says that you repeat one million eye surgeries, one 
million…  like a mantra.

 Yes, I do that, but inside there is peace. Yet, I push every 
volunteer, so we reach our targets. I’m motivated myself and 
must keep motivating volunteers.

 How much credit do you give yourself for Sanka-
ra’s success?

 I have been very steadfast and stubborn about our big 
vision from the beginning and to leave a mark on the world. I 
learned from Swami Vivekananda: “Think big. You are Divin-
ity.” When we started from one hospital, nobody thought that 
we could grow so much. It has been my inner faith motivated 

 

   Anything I do is God’s 
work, I’m not the doer. I’m 

fortunate to be able to do it. 
Swami Vivekananda says, 
‘Don’t stand on a pedestal 

and throw money at 
people. Instead, bow down 

and give with humility 
because you are the 

beneficiary

Brief Bio
Murali Krishnamurthy is Co-Founder and Executive 
Chairman of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA.

An NIT Trichy graduate, he earned a master’s in 
Computer Science from Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale. He worked in the IT industry before taking 

up the SEF, USA position in 2009.
His God-given traits of friendship for all, organizing cycle tours, 

inspiring friends, multilingualism, and singing found the best fit at SEF.  
Pallavi, the music group he co-founded, performed at a fundraiser for 
SEF, USA.

Murali received the ‘Distinguished Alumnus’ award from NIT Trichy 
presented to him by India’s ex-President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam in 2014.

by Swami Vivekananda that we became the largest eye care 
provider in the world. And I do fire up people.

I was shy in the beginning; other people pushed me onto 
the big stage. And it was our board member Divyogi Patel, 
another spiritual person, who persuaded me to take the role 
of Executive Chairman.

 How did Swami Vivekananda inspire you?
 In my youth, I happened to read his ‘Karma Yoga’ book. 

My perspective about life changed because of his big think-
ing, and his love for India. He cared about the masses and 
women. Anything I do is God’s work, I’m not the doer. I’m 
fortunate to be able to do it. Swami Vivekananda says, “Don’t 
stand on a pedestal and throw money at beggars. Instead, 
bow down and give with humility because you are the bene-
ficiary.” That thought always keeps me on the ground.

 Dr R.V. Ramani, SEF, India Founder, credits SEF, 
USA for the growth of the Sankara movement.

 Rajiv Chamraj, an MBA from MIT, who came to know 
about us in 2000, proposed to me the big Vision 20/20. 
I was not ready at the outset. Then I remembered Swami 
Vivekananda’s teaching, “You are Divine. Think big.” So, yes, 
the mission of 20 eye hospitals in India by the year 2020 
gripped me. Sankara alone is racing to 17 hospitals now.

But when we approached the Sankara people in India 
with our plan to replicate their work throughout the coun-
try, they asked, “What do you know about building and 
running a hospital?” I said, “You have already done it.” Then 
the question of funds came up.

The turning point came in 2002 when the Kanchi Sanka-
racharyas blessed our plan to build Sankara Eye Hospitals 
outside Coimbatore. So, his devotees bought land in Guntur, 
then in Shimoga, for the hospitals. Then, the Sankaracharya 
appealed to the chief ministers in Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh, and we got prime land for our hospitals much 
below the market value. So, our work kept accelerating.

 The other turning point must have been the 
strategy to seek Partner Hospitals.

 Yes, Sundar played a big role in that. I used to always 
say, why can’t we go outside Sankara to grow fast? Around 
2016, Sankara doctors told us, “You’re growing too fast, and 
we are lagging in training, etc. We need to use AI, we need 
to use telemedicine.” We said we cannot slow down as thou-
sands of our volunteers and our 60,000+ donors are all look-
ing forward to us delivering the big vision. So that’s when 
Sundar said, “I can build a Partners Network in India.” The 
second phase of our growth started from there.

Now we are focusing on the number of surgeries going 
forward. From the one million we want to reach by 2030, 
Partner Hospitals are committing to deliver 570,000.

Inspired by us, other eye foundations are coming up now 
and they want to copy us.

 What has been your brother Sridhar’s contribu-
tion to Sankara?

 He is the one who first visited the Coimbatore Hospital 
and returned home impressed. He is the one who brought 
in Ahmad Khushnood Qazi, a CPA, to do the paperwork for 
starting SEF, USA.  Sridhar takes care of all paperwork; he 
ran Marketing and initially prepared all collaterals.  Many of 
his IIT Madras batchmates are big donors.
Sridhar was also very committed to his work at Intel. I, 
however, was able to devote a lot of time to Sankara even 
before I became Executive Chairman in 2008. So, Sridhar has 
been a more behind-the-scenes kind of person at Sankara, 
strategizing and pushing us to work hard to execute our 
plans. We want to see him fully active in Sankara.   

 What has been your wife’s role in your work?
 Her name is Kala. Initially, when volunteers met at our 

house, she’d feed them. Then, one day our office manager 
quit, and she was assigned that job. She is always there to 
help if any volunteer asks.

She is low profile, but without her, it will be difficult for 
me to run Sankara.

“Muraliji always downplays his wife’s role, but at Sankara, 
Kalaji is known as the BOSS. All the backend work is handled 
by her and her team. She is a perfectionist; as they say, 
when things work well, no one knows, and you only realize 
the work done when problems arise. In Kala’s case, she has 
quietly propelled SEF to where we are today.”

- An admiring Board Member

 You always play up the role of volunteers.  
 Yes, they are an equally important part of a charity. They 

are giving their time or their money. They are doing service. 
So, we must think of their progress, and their happiness. We 
have seen their children growing up. Now they are taking 
charge of many of our events.

 In terms of fundraising, how much are you doing 
now and what are the targets going forward?

 As we speak, we are at $9.6 million and the target for 
2023 was $12 million. By 2028 to build a capacity of one 
million surgeries, we have determined that we will need $50 
million for surgeries and another $50 million for capital 
funding. 10,000 people donating $2,000 every year for five 
years makes it $100 million.

 What can donors expect in return?
 We have evolved a detailed system. Anybody who gives 

a thousand dollars, their name goes on the hospital Wall 
of Founders. With $5,000 you become a Golden Founding 
Donor.  The Platinum Wall of Donors is $10,000. With higher 
donations, people can have their names displayed in the 
consulting room, pharmacy, operation theater or the cafe-
teria. An entire ward can also be named after you. We have 
60,000+ donors supporting us, and they support Capital 
projects and/or free eye surgeries.  Those donating for 
surgeries get a report on who got the surgery on which day.

Murali Krishnamurthy
Co-Founder & Executive Chairman of 

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA
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S.V. Balasubramaniam
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Sankara Eye Foundation, India

SEF, USA are masters in raising 
funds for our hospitals through 

donations big and small
S.V. Balasubramaniam, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Sankara Eye Foundation, India, spoke to  

Parveen Chopra via zoom from Coimbatore. Excerpts from the interview:

Sankara will soon 
touch every region in 

India, directly through our 
hospitals or through Partner 
Hospitals. We are very clear 
about our mission, that no 
one should be needlessly 

blind in India

 How did your association with the Sankara Eye 
Foundation start?

 I've been associated with Sankara from the very begin-
ning. I was appreciative of the work being done by Dr. R.V. 
Ramani and Dr Radha Ramani. They are brilliant doctors and 
could have put up big private hospitals and created wealth. 
But they turned to social work and started a small clinic. 
Then, noticing that eye disease in India is most problematic, 
they decided to start an eye hospital as a service to society. 
When they started Sankara Eye Hospital in 1985 in Coimba-
tore under a trust, Dr Ramani suggested I take over its chair-
manship. It is 40 years now, and it has been a rewarding 
journey we have undertaken together.

 Have you donated to the Sankara Foundation?
 Yeah, to start with I did, for the building for the first eye 

hospital; it is named after my father. After that, we have 
been contributing as and when the need arises. Sankara is 
our project.

 How do you manage so many roles, chairman of 
Sankara, India as well as of Bannari Amman Group, 
which must be a big responsibility?

 We do not do routine work. We have professionals 
and associates. In particular, Sankara is run by a group of 
people. Dr Ramani is the managing trustee. Under him are 
capable professionals like Dr Kaushik Murali (head of Med-
ical Administration, Quality & Training) and Bharath Balas-
ubramaniam (head of Operations and Administration). They 
are guided by the steering committee of senior personnel 
who have been with bigger companies.

 What has been your role and contribution to 
Sankara’s success?

 A big institution needs to set up policies and processes. I 
am associated with the total policy management of Sankara, 
India. We have a steering committee that meets once every 
three months. We discuss the future of the organization, 
both expansion and quality assurance. We look at many par-
ameters such as: how many people are getting screened and 
how many of them get treated. We look up to and follow the 
highest standard available internationally.

 What has been your vision for Sankara? How do 
you see it achieve Vision 2030?

 You have seen 40 years of Sankara’s track record. Ten 
million lives have been impacted so far. Over 6 million rural 
people have been screened and 2.5 million free surgeries 
have been performed. 500,000 students have been 
examined for eye defects. They are all not just numbers. 
They are whose lives have been brightened for the rest of 
their lives.  

Sankara will soon touch every region in India, directly 
through our hospitals or through Partner Hospitals. We are 
very clear about our mission, that no one should be need-
lessly blind in India.

 To achieve Vision 2030 how many more hospi-
tals will have to be built?

 Sankara is likely to build another 4-5 hospitals and we 
already have 14 partner hospitals. One million free surgeries 
annually by 2030 has always been a mantra for Mr Murali 
(Executive Chairman of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA). I do 
not doubt that we will reach that landmark with the quality 
of work being done by Sankara as well as the partner insti-
tutions, and the dedication and selfless work of Murali and 
other trustees of SEF, USA.

Brief Bio
Chairman of Sankara Eye Foundation, India, S.V. Balas-
ubramaniam is the founder and Chairman of Bannari 
Amman Sugars Ltd based in Coimbatore with five 
sugar factories. The group also runs distilleries, granite 
units, and other businesses.

SVB also chairs the Bannari Amman Institute of Technology and is 
the former Chairman Board of Trustees of Arulmighu Dhandayutha-
pani Swami Thirukkoil (Abode of Lord Muruga) in Palani, Tamil Nadu, 
as well as chair of the Vethathiri Maharishi spiritual foundation. He was 
bestowed an Honorary Degree of  ‘Doctor of Science’ by Tamil Nadu Agri-
cultural University, Coimbatore.

SVB is an Associate Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of India as well as of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India.

 

pital first. We never looked back after that. About Murali’s 
involvement, I can tell you that his only mantra, whether 
night or day, is one million, one million free eye surgeries.

 Any initiative, innovation, or policy change at 
Sankara that you pushed for and implemented?

 We plan well in a united way. For all these hospitals, even 
finding the correct location is very important. Now we know 
that the hospital location must be suitable for the people to 
come and even for the doctors to live and work. Then, the 
plan for each hospital has to be different from others. At the 
same time, the quality of work that we render is equal to 
whichever Sankara hospital you go to in India. So, planning 
and streamlining processes is what I have been doing along 
with Dr Ramani.

 Have you visited the USA to check out the great 
work SEF, USA is doing there?

 Initially when Sankara started in the USA, I used to come 
along with Dr Ramani to attend meetings. Now many of the 
trustees of SEF, USA  have been visiting India, particularly 
when we inaugurate new hospitals – and we have 13 oper-
ational hospitals. We get a chance to have joint meetings 
with them. Therefore, there is no need for me to come often 
to the US.

 A huge part of money raised for Sankara hospi-
tals comes from America. Why not start a similar 
operation in India?

 We do get funds from people and institutions here, such 
as the Infosys Foundation, Bajaj Foundation, and Jhunjhun-
wala Foundation. In fact, for our hospital coming up in Var-
anasi, 50% is being contributed by Jhunjhunwala Founda-
tion. Some big corporations, as part of their CSR activity, 
give us funding in a big way.

Yet, we cannot compare with SEF, USA, who have been 
masters in retail marketing, in getting small donations, 
which we have not been able to do in India and still have to 
learn from them. So, a big salute to SEF, USA.  

 In the modern, materialistic world, why should 
people support charities like Sankara?

 It is not for the benefit of a single person. It is for eradi-
cating curable blindness. Look at how it helps the person. 
You give them not only sight but also enable them to earn 
money for the family. So, in essence, we are working for the 
improvement of society as a whole. Besides, giving gives you 
great joy and happiness.

We have to see that the whole society around us is happy. 
Then only we can be completely happy. Even before CSR was 
mandated by the government, many of the Indian corpora-
tions as well as individuals have been donating quite a lot -- 
putting up hospitals, schools, colleges, and so on.  Everybody 
should think of helping others. That could be the aim of life. 
Society owes a lot to our less fortunate fellow beings.

 The expansion of Sankara’s work in India was 
inspired by SEF, USA. What do you think of their 
role?

 SEF, USA is our partner. We applaud their role in rais-
ing funds. More so because we who are in India can see 
Sankara’s work on the ground, and how it is benefiting so 
many patients, but people in America raising funds and 
donating to a faraway hospital is exceptionally motivating.

Indians should be grateful for the service of trustees and 
volunteers of the Sankara Foundation in America. It is their 
passion and motivation to donors that made us start hospi-
tal after hospital.

Yet, we have to look at quality, that's why we cannot 
expand Sankara to all the places in India. So, partner insti-
tutions have been evolved by the Sankara Foundation, USA, 
and it's working out very well.

 Murali Krishnamurthi is not just the Executive 
Chairman of SEF, USA, he has also become Sanka-
ra’s face in America.

 It was Mr P. Balasubramaniam, an associate of Sankara, 
India who insisted Murali and his brother Sridharan come 
to India, see the Sankara Hospital in Coimbatore, and look 
to funding further hospitals from the USA. SEF, USA was 
formed, and they were able to raise funds for the Guntur hos-
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12 Sankara Eye Hospitals serving 
the poor in rural India

Since its inception in 1977, the hospitals of Sankara Eye Foundation, India have performed over 2.5 
million free eye surgeries in 10 states that are covered by Sankara’s Rural Outreach Program, the Gift of 
Vision. Operating on a self-sustainability model, each Sankara hospital in India provides a full range of 

eye care services. A typical Sankara hospital is a 225-bed state-of-the-art facility with 200 beds for patients receiving free service 
and 25 beds for paid patients. In 2024, a new community eye hospital is planned to be opened in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, and 

major expansions of existing hospitals in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, and Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh are underway. 

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Coimbatore

Sankara Eye Hospital on Sathy Road in 
Coimbatore is the mother institution. It was 
here that the legacy of affordable eye care 
for all was born.
•	 No. of Free eye screening done in Out-

reach Camps: 2,157,555
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

839,718

•	 No. of Outpatients: 1,413,077. Paid Sur-
geries: 113,613

•	 No. of Beds: 500 (450/50)

Partners in Service  
•	 Sri. G.V. Eswar & Family
•	 Sri. S.V. Balasubramaniam & Brothers
•	 Sri. N. Natraj & Family
•	 Sankara Eye Foundation- USA
•	 Sri. Dasi Budhrani & Family
•	 Tulsi Chanrai Family
•	 Rotary Coimbatore Central
•	 Mission for Vision Trust
•	 Mrs Hersha & Mr Hasu Shah
•	 Kikanis Charities
•	 Mr P M Narasimhan & Mrs Rajalakshmi 

N & Family
•	 Mrs Tehnaz & Mr Darius Bahadurji

Partners in Service  
•	 Jana Chaitanya Family
•	 Telugu Association of North America & 

TANA Foundation
•	 Dr. Raja Veeraiah Kodali & Mrs. Saila 

Kodali
•	 Sri. Jayaram Komati
•	 Dr. Nageswara Rao Mandava & Dr. 

Ramamohana Rao Kancherla
•	 Bay Area Telugu Association (BATA), Cal-

ifornia
•	 Tulsi Chanrai family
•	 Mission for Vision Trust
•	 Cloupia & Pari Networks

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Bengaluru

This well-planned eye care hospital in India’s 
Silicon Valley, built with the support of the 
Infosys Foundation and other donors, caters 
to the needs of Cosmopolitan Bengaluru as 
well as rural Karnataka. It received an NABH 
accreditation last year. It is equipped with 
superior technology to perform simple pro-
cedures like Refractions as well as advanced 
Lasik procedures.
•	 Free eye surgeries performed: 268,947
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 639,574
•	 No. of Outpatients:  1,164,661;  No. of 

Paid Surgeries: 91,981
•	 No. of Beds: 250 (200/50)

Partners in Service  
•	 Dr. P. J. Bagilthaya
•	 Sri. V. Venkata Reddy
•	 Sri. P. Dayananda Pai and Sri. P. Sathish 

Pai
•	 Infosys Foundation
•	 Association of Kannada Kootas of Amer-

ica
•	 Nandalal Mohanlal Jairani Charitable 

Trust
•	 Sri. BV Jagadeesh & Anuradha Jagadeesh 

Family Foundation
•	 Salarpuria Foundation
•	 ARM India
•	 Mission for Vision Trust - Jaslok Family

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Shimoga

Located in Malnad, in central Karnataka, this 
is the only super specialty eye care facility in 
the region providing all services under one 
roof. Built on the banks of the Tunga Riv-
er, this Hospital serves Central and North-
ern Karnataka.
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

248,195
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 623,141
•	 Outpatients: 721,028; Paid Surgeries: 

61,867
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

 Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Guntur

Established in 2004 with the divine bless-
ings of Kanchi Sankaracharyas, a magnani-
mous donation of land from Janachaitanya 
Family and monetary support from TANA 
USA, this hospital in Guntur has become 
a premier eye care institution in Andhra 
Pradesh sought after by all sections of the 
society.

•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 
Camps: 840,769

•	 Free eye surgeries performed: 432,215
•	 Outpatients:  1,291,557; No. of Paid Sur-

geries: 146,375
•	 No. of Beds: 250 (200/50)

Vision 2030: March to a Million

12 Sankara Hospitals
(As of September 2023)
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Partners in Service
•	 Dr. Ashok Sonni & Dr. Rajeshwari 

Seetharamaiah Sonni
•	 Mr. M. K. Chanrai & Mr. N. G. Chanrai 

(Jaslok)
•	 Sri. P. Dayanada Pai & Sri. P. Satish Pai
•	 Association of Kannada Kootas of Amer-

ica
•	 Kannada Koota Northern California 

Katte
•	 Mission for Vision Trust
•	 Sight Savers International, UK

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Krishnan Kovil (TN)

Opened in 2003 with the magnanimous sup-
port from Dr Vivekananda Raja and Family, 
Sankara Eye Hospital, Krishnan Kovil in 
Virudhunagar district is a tertiary eye care 
facility providing high-quality eye care for 
the 7 southern districts of Tamil Nadu.
•	 No. of Free eye screening done in Out-

reach Camps: 458,195
•	 Free eye surgeries performed: 197,168
•	 No. of Outpatients: 605,094;  Paid Sur-

geries: 22,964
•	 No. of Beds: 220 (200/20)

Partners in Service  
•	 Sri. Dasi Budhrani & Family
•	 Mission for Vision Trust
•	 Dr. Vivekananda Raja & Brothers

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Anand

Sankara Eye Hospital, Anand was started in 
2008. A Super Specialty Eye Care Hospital, 
it is a cornerstone of eye healthcare in Guja-
rat. It has set a new benchmark in quality 
standards in eye care that include preven-
tion, treatment, and eye health education 
for patients and their families.
•	 Free eye surgeries performed: 183,854
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 435,744
•	 No. of Outpatients:  240,078; Paid Sur-

geries: 20,975
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

Partners in Service  
•	 Asian American Hotel Owners Associ-

ation (AAHOA)
•	 Charotar Leua Patidar Samaj of Bay 

Area, California
•	 Harshad & Nayna Uka
•	 Nilaxi & Ajit Patel
•	 Ravi & Shima Lal
•	 Babubhai & Sahradben 

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Ludhiana

Sankara’s Super Specialty eye care facility 
on the outskirts of Ludhiana was set up in 
2012. This semi-urban set-up covers 16 dis-
tricts of Punjab providing maximum cover-
age and is actively involved in engaging 
local communities and social organizations.

•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 
78,914

•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 
Camps: 478,779

•	 Outpatients: 175,375; No. of Paid Sur-
geries: 11,741

•	 No. of Beds: 120 (100/20)

Partners in Service  
•	 Dr. Amarjit S. Marwah and Smt. Kuljit K. 

Marwah
•	 Sri. Amit Lal and Smt. Ruchika Lal
•	 Late. Gauri Lal and Bimla Lal
•	 Jaslok Community Eye Care
•	 Sri. Jessie Singh and Smt. Surinder Kaur
•	 Mission for Vision Trust
•	 Vascon Engineers Ltd
•	 Vipul Ltd

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Kanpur

Sankara’s state-of-the-art facility in Kanpur 
is one of a kind in terms of infrastructure 
and facilities offered. Located on the out-
skirts of the city, this is the only super-spe-
cialty eye hospital in the area with all facili-
ties under one roof.
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

93,258
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 248,050
•	 Outpatients: 140,790; No. of Paid Sur-

geries: 6,754
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

Partners in Service  
•	 Ms Tania Lal

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Jaipur

Sankara’s state-of-the-art facility in Jaipur 
had its foundation laid in 2016 -2017. This 
was the 10th Sankara Eye Hospital. This 
hospital in Pink City, Jaipur, Rajasthan is 
a 225-bed exclusive facility, wherein 200 
beds are for Non-paying free patients and 
25 beds for paying patients.

Data update since inception till Nov. 
2023
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed : 

39,420
•	 No. of Free eye screening done in Out-

reach Camps: 110,216
•	 No. of  Outpatients: 221,439 / No. of 

Paid Surgeries: 10,208
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

Partners in Service
•	 Purvi & Santosh Janardhan In memory 

of K P Janardanan
•	 Rajasthan Association of North America 

(RANA), New York, USA
•	 Dr. Dhanpat C Mohnot, M.D., Jodh-

pur, In Recognition of Smt. Sardar Devi 
Mohnot, Jodhpur

•	 Shri Kamal Nayan Bajaj Trust
•	 Smt. Indu & Sri. Jyoti Kumar Mahesh-

wari
•	 Enpee Group

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Indore

Indore, the cleanest city in India, saw the 
launch of Sankara Eye Hospital in 2020. 
This 225-bed Super Specialty Eye Hospi-
tal will serve 7 districts of Madhya Pradesh  
Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadha met his Guru 
at Omkareshwar near Indore. The hospital 
serves the people of the state irrespective 

of their socio-economic status.
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

16,296
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 49,179
•	 No. of Outpatients: 27,537; Paid Surger-

ies: 3,780
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

Partners in Service
•	 Agarwal Group – Balaji Sewarth Vinod 

Agarwal Foundation
•	 Gopesh Kumar and Prerna Gupta Family
•	 Sri Shanti Agrawal - Chabcharia 

Shuthibai Shardadevi P & D Trust
•	 Sri Yekollu Mohan Rama Reddy & Smt 

Yekollu Sakuntala
•	 Mr Yeturu Venkara Satyasena Reddi & 

Mrs Yeturu Saroja Reddi

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Panvel

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, who is commonly 
referred to as India’s Warren Buffett, was 
keen to give back to society by construct-
ing a free eye-care hospital. He joined hands 
with Dr. R.V. Ramani and the Sankara Eye 
Foundation along with other like-minded 
people to form The R Jhunjhunwala Sankara 
Eye Hospital (TRJSEH) Trust to serve the 
people of Maharashtra, rural and urban, and 
established a not-for-profit super specialty 
eye hospital in Panvel.
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

13,379 
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 49,423
•	 No. of Outpatients: 13,811; Paid Surger-

ies: 1,002
•	 No. of Beds: 100

Partners in Service  
•	 With The Blessing of Guru Ramdass Ji, 

Sardar Jagjit Singh Chadha & Sardarni 
Tripet Kaur Chadha

•	 In Memory of Prof. KC Mathew and in 
Honor Of Mrs Annamma Mathew Of 
Chennai

•	 Wen Giving Foundation
•	 Naraindas Morbai Budhrani Trust  
•	 Usha & Radhakrishnan Sundar 
•	 Rameshchandra Gulabchand Kacholia, 

Lata Rameshchandra Kacholia &  Jagdish 
Gulabchand Kacholia

•	 Mission for Vision

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Hyderabad

Inaugurated in April 2023, with the bless-
ings of Kanchi Sankaracharyas, this is 
the 13th Sankara hospital chain that has 
emerged as a pan-India movement provid-
ing high-quality, high-volume eye care to 
everyone irrespective of their socio-econom-
ic status.
•	 No. of Free eye surgeries performed: 

1,128
•	 Free eye screening done in Outreach 

Camps: 5,054
•	 No. of Outpatients:  9,018; Paid Surger-

ies: 404
•	 No. of Beds: 225 (200/25)

Partners in Service  
•	 In loving memory of Dr. M.V. Jagan-

nadha Row Superintendent, Sarojini Devi 
Eye Hospital, 1976 & Mrs. M. Padmavati

•	 Bay Area Telugu Association (BATA), Cal-
ifornia

•	 Ramya & Harsha Pamulaparthi

•	 Ram & Indira Reddy Kalakoti
•	 In memory of Shri C. Shyam Mohan & 

Shrimati C. Indira Mohan
•	 In honor of Shri Karempudi Krishna Red-

dy & Shrimati Karempudi Swarnakumari
•	 Chirag and DNF
•	 In memory of Late Smt.Vedavathi Chinta-

maneni and Late Sri. Krishna Rao Chinta-
maneni

•	 In memory of Dr YR Reddy
•	 In memory of G Sudhakar Reddy IFS

Sankara City Hospital, 
Coimbatore

Sankara’s City Center located in R.S. Puram 
established in 2011, is an affordable Super 
Specialty Eye Care Hospital. It is ideally 
located to cater to the city’s residents and 
serves as a Referral Centre for the main 
Sankara Eye Hospital at Sathy Road.
•	 No. of Outpatients: 249,412
•	 No. of Paid Surgeries: 12,453
•	 No. of Beds: 11

Block Donors

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Bangalore

Dr. P. J. Bagilthaya
Sri. V. Venkata Reddy
Infosys Foundation

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Jaipur

Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj Trust
Smt. Indu & Sri. Jyoti Kumar 
Maheshwari
Enpee Group

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Kanpur

Jaslok Chanrai

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Indore

Naraindas Morbai Budhrani Trust
Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj Trust
Wen Giving Foundation

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Guntur

Smt Pyda V.Rajeswari, Sri Pyda 
Rama Rao

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Krishnan Kovil

Naraindas Budhrani Trust

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Panvel

In loving memory of  Mr T P 
Jhunjhunwala

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Ludhiana

Jaslok Chanrai

Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Hyderabad

Phoenix Foundation
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Poignant Patient Stories
Sight-restoring cataract surgery makes patients self-confident, self-dependent, and 

productive members of society again.  

Regaining her sight 
and livelihood

Shanthi, SEF, USA’s millionth 
surgery patient, was then 35 

and tended to a family of six. That 
may not seem extraordinary until 
you learn that she was the second 
wife of Anbumani, a physically 
challenged, unemployed man. She 
raised four children - two of her 
own and two of Anbumani’s first 
wife. She is illiterate and works at 
the loom, weaving her livelihood 
day by day. Her entire family lived 
off her meager income.

Five months before her surgery, 
Shanthi attended a Sankara camp 
at Ponnammapettai, a suburb of 
Coimbatore, and was diagnosed 
with a cataract in the right eye. 
She was operated at the Sankara 
Eye Hospital, Coimbatore. She re-
turned to her daily chores and all 
seemed to be going well until her 
left eye also developed a cataract. 

She quickly came to Sankara’s 
camp, and her left eye was operat-
ed on in March 2013.

“When one finds it hard to find 
care and love amongst family and 
friends, Sankara has given me all 
that and much more, in fact, a 

Shanthi, a weaver tending to a family of 6, was Sankara’s one 
millionth free eye surgery patient.

bright future for me and my entire 
family”, Shanthi said.  Her resili-
ence was obvious to anyone who 
spoke to her. After the successful 
surgery, Shanthi was able to go 
back to work and provide for her 
family.

A Father’s Unconditional Love After a quick eye exam, the 
local doctor asked her parents 
to take her to the city for a prop-
er eye check-up. Several trips to 
Patna and about Rs 80,000 later, 
there was still no solution to the 
problem.

The neighbors were discour-
aging, “Why waste so much money 
on a girl child?”

But Shanker was determined as 
he did not differentiate between 
his son and daughter. Though 
a small farmer, he was ready to 
spend whatever he could to help 
his daughter regain her vision. 
A social worker asked him to try 
out Akhand Jyoti Hospital, 45 km 
from Patna. Chhoti Kumari was 
diagnosed with cataracts in both 
her eyes.

Today, after the surgery, she 
has more than 50% of her vision 
back. And soon, the rest will be 
restored! She is raring to return 
to school to ace her math exams 
again.

Shanker is the proud father of 
Chhoti Kumari, a 13-year-old 

who loves biking and acing her 
math exams in school. But all this 
became a distant reality when, in 

2022, her eyesight started dimin-
ishing. The writing on the black-
board had become blurry.

One day, she fell off her bicycle 
and had to be rushed to hospital.

Chhoti Kumari, seen with her parents, had two cataracts removed at 
Akhand Jyoti Hospital, SEF’s partner hospital in Bihar.

Light at the end of 
the tunnel

Pinky, 23 years old, sat crying 
at the Government Community 

Service Centre, Mahadaleshwar 
(Madhya Pradesh) as she awaited 
the Sankara optometrist to give 
further instructions.

Daughter of doting parents, 
Pinky had gradually lost vision in 
both her eyes three years ago.

While she loved cooking and 
keeping house, she was now feel-
ing handicapped and sat around 
the house listlessly, awaiting some 
ray of hope to enter her life.

Her parents were equally wor-
ried as Pinky was now of mar-
riageable age, and finding a suit-
able groom for a blind girl was 
next to impossible.

The optometrist called out to 
Pinky for another vision test.

She wiped her tears and lis-
tened carefully to him.

He assured her that they would 
be able to operate on one of her 
eyes where a mature cataract was 
detected and was easily curable.

Pinky burst into fresh tears, 
scared of the word “operation”.

The nursing staff and her fath-

er pacified her and spoke to her 
about her vision being back in just 
two days.

Still a bit shaken, Pinky got into 
the Sankara bus headed for the In-
dore Eye Hospital.

Within the next 16 hours, the 
surgery was done, and Pinky with 
a bandaged eye was wheeled out 
of the OT for post-op recovery.

The operation was a success. 
By the next morning, the bandage 
was off, black glasses were on and 
a tearful Pinky bid us goodbye.

Only, this time, the tears were 
those of happiness!

Pinky was operated at SEF’s 
Indore hospital.

Nirmala – dependent no more!
For the last couple of years, she 

was unable to see clearly. 
She was losing her vision. 
It affected her work, her farm-

ing, and even her daily activities. 
Her children, now grown up 

with their own families, live far 
away in the cities, themselves try-
ing to make a decent living.

All alone, Nirmala did not know 
who to turn to for help.

When Sankara’s eye check-up 
camp was announced in her vil-
lage, Nirmala’s neighbor came up 
to her and asked her to enroll.

At the camp, Nirmala was told 
she had a cataract and would 
require surgery at Sankara’s Eye 
Hospital in Panvel.

She did not have money to trav-
el to Panvel, nor did her eyesight 
permit her to undertake such a 
journey.

Sankara volunteers explained 
to her that a van was ready at the 
camp site to transport all cataract 
patients to Panvel Hospital. They 
also explained that the travel, sur-
gery, and hospital stay with food 
would be completely free.

Nirmala required no more con-
vincing. After all, her eyesight was 
her means to survival. She quickly 
packed up a couple of belongings 
and happily boarded the van. 

Today, she can see well, has got 
her job back, and recommends the 
eye check-up to all her friends in 
the village!

Alone at 70, Nirmala Mahatme 
lives in a small cottage near 

the village of Banoti Gaon in Maha-
rashtra.

Nirmala had her vision restored 
at SEF’s Panvel hospital.

Maaji Dekh Sakhte Ho?

Twenty minutes' walk to the eye camp, 
and 45 km away to the eye hospital.

Could a 74-year-old woman make it?
For someone who had thought she had 

gone permanently blind, Sabra Khatun, 
from one of the most impoverished villa-
ges in remote Bihar, was surprised when 
she made her first journey to the eye camp 
organized by the local politician and social 
worker named Jeetendra Kumar.

“Maaji, you can get your eyesight back. 
It’s just a matter of a small operation.”

Sabra Khatun walked back down the 

favorite litti-chokha.”
The distance to be covered was 

45 km, and 3 days away from her 
family.

But the longer distance was to 
overcome her fear. Patel and his 
helpers came to pick Sabra Kha-
tun in Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital’s 
camp bus.

And three days later, Sabra Kha-
tun had her vision and life back!

As the optometrist at the next 
checkup asked, “Maaji, dekh sak-
tey ho?” Sabra Khatun shyly re-
plied, “Sab kuch!”

dirt road to her little bamboo 
hut, led by her granddaughter 
Neeta, all the while thinking 
whether this was even worth it.

Neeta coaxed her to go for 
it.

“Dadi, think about it! You 
can do your gardening again!”

Her whole family of sons, 
daughters-in-law, grandchil-
dren, and her husband rallied 
behind her.

“Daai, you can stitch me a 
frock again.”

“Maa, you can cook my 

Ageing Sabra Khatun had to 
be coaxed by her family to 
get her eyes operated on. 



NEW YEAR  SPEC IAL January 6-19, 2024TheSouthAsianTimes.info

May each day of the New Year be filled with
warmth, peace, and cherished moments... 

With Best Compliments

FALGUNI & CHINTU PATEL

On being Honored as

Happy New Year!

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA



TheSouthAsianTimes.infoJanuary 6-19, 202422 COVER FEATURE

Sridharan 
Krishnamurthy

Co-Founder and President
SEF, USA

SEF, USA has big vision and 
will aim to expand beyond 

India in the future
Sridharan Krishnamurthy, Co-Founder and President of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA, 

gave an interview to The South Asian Times from Coimbatore in India. He was staying at the 
Sankara Eye Hospital there, which he says feels more like an ashram.

 How did you get involved with Sankara?
 I had never heard about Sankara before my uncle, the 

late Mr P. Balasubramaniam, told me about it. He knew Dr 
R.V. Ramani, a fellow Rotarian, and greatly inspired by his 
work, began volunteering at the Coimbatore Eye Hospital. 
But every month he saw them struggle to meet the expenses, 
so he came after myself and my brother to raise funds in the 
US to help the Sankara Hospital. I was very busy at the time 
at Intel where I had a huge team. And Murali was busy with 
his light music and other activities.

Our lives changed when I went to India in 1997 for an Intel 
Conference in Bangalore. Uncle Balasubramaniam pulled me 
to Coimbatore where Dr Ramani took me around the hospi-
tal.  Listening to the patients, and looking at how the staff 
treated them, was very touching. The patients thought I was 
one of the doctors and started blessing me in Tamil.

I was impressed for another reason. My daughter was 
born in a fancy hospital named El Camino in Mountain View, 
CA. I thought a charity hospital would be of a low standard 
but the Coimbatore Hospital was cleaner than El Camino! 
The equipment too was as good or even better. I asked the 
paramedics how they kept the hospital so clean while cater-
ing to poor patients. They said the patients are educated on 
the importance of cleanliness and taken care of like family.  

I asked Dr Ramani, “What made you give up your success-
ful career to do this volunteer work full-time? What keeps 
you going?” He replied, “With a 10-minute surgery, we can 
change a person’s life completely. What more do you need to 
get satisfaction in life?”

Indeed, a dependent becomes independent. A child’s life 
will change forever for the rest of their years. A person can 
become a breadwinner again when eyesight comes back.

I was convinced. I had found a purpose in life. I came back 
and talked to Murali, my elder brother. He said, “If you are 
convinced, then let us start.”

Brief Bio
Sridharan Krishnamurthy is the co-founder and 

President of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA, and focus-
es on marketing and governance for it. For his work at 
SEF, he was awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award 
by the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, and the 

Global Leadership Award by the PAN-IIT organization.
Sridharan did civil engineering at IIT Madras and earned a double 

master’s in chemical engineering and computer science from Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale. He also got an executive MBA from Pep-
perdine University in Malibu, CA.

He worked at Intel in System Software for over 26 years, where his team 
developed many software products. He received the Intel Achievement 
Award for his work and has many issued patents. He is a partner and 
chief product officer at Zan Compute, an Internet of Things startup in 
Silicon Valley.

 

to do together. Incidentally, Padma Parthasarathy, who’s 
our board member and CFO, attended our concert, was 
impressed with our story, and started volunteering. Initially, 
meetings to plan an event used to happen at my house 
or Murali’s house in San Jose. All our volunteers’ families 
would get involved like ours. My daughter, Sowmya, went to 
India to volunteer at a Sankara hospital.

 What do you look forward to at Sankara?
 My goal is to become a full-time volunteer for Sankara. 

I am giving myself one or two more years at Zan Compute, 
the startup I co-founded, to stabilize it. I want to devote 
myself fully to Sankara because it gives me soul satisfaction.

 You contend that you want to grow SEF as one of 
the top organizations working to eradicate blind-
ness. Isn’t it one already?

 It is, but the job is not done yet. Because there are so 
many more people, so many more places where we have to 
go. Vision 2030 is an immediate goal to do one million free, 
sustainable eye surgeries every year. That is a good goal 
because at least one million new cases are added every year.

With other organizations joining us, I believe we can 
eliminate the backlog and have enough facilities to take care 
of new cases.  Then we can say, we have eliminated curable 
blindness. That’s the level to which we want to get India.

But, as an institution, I don’t think SEF should stop with 
India. It needs to grow outside also because the problem of 
blindness is worldwide.

We are also on the lookout for a second level of leader-
ship. In India, at the Sankara hospitals, they already have 
a second line in place. They also employ a strategic initia-
tive called Balance Scorecard. It looks at customers, inter-
nal finance, marketing, etc, as a whole and tells you how 
you are doing. All Sankara hospitals are evaluated at 
year-end, and whoever scores the best gets an across-the-
board bonus.

In terms of processes and systems, Sankara India is well 
set up. We are trying to do the same with our partner hospi-
tals as well.

 SEF, USA has only one office in the Bay Area. 
How about opening one on the East Coast?

 In good time, sure. First, we need to grow all the other 
chapters to be as strong as the one in California.

The spirit of Sankara and the success of Sankara is due 
to the dedication and determination of our volunteers and a 
single-minded focus on what difference it makes to people 
in India.

We tell people here, “When you travel to India, please 
go visit one of the Sankara hospitals or one of our Partner 
Hospitals. Then you will know the impact your work has?”

To do the paperwork,  I spoke to my neighbor, Mr. Ahmad 
Khushnood, a CPA from Pakistan. Securing the 501-c-3 
approval, we officially launched the Sankara Eye Founda-
tion, USA in 1998. 

Divyogi Patel, a Board member, suggested that Murali 
take up Sankara work as a full-time job. Murali was not 
completely sure, since the family members were concerned 
about charity pay and loss of benefits. But Murali wanted 
to do it and worked on convincing everyone. In the end, he 
accepted and became Executive Chairman, and resigned 
from the SEF board to keep things clean. I am still a volun-
teer and am the Board President.

I was from the corporate background at Intel and wanted 
someone on the board with start-up and corporate experi-
ence. We may be a charity, but we wanted corporate-style 
governance, with compliance and processes. So, we invited 
Sundar Radhakrishnan, a friend and Murali’s classmate 
from his engineering college, with a background in star-
tups. Sundar gave his consent only after visiting the Sankara 
Hospital in Coimbatore. He donated a bus right away under 
the name of SEF, USA, not his name.

           My goal is to do full-time 
volunteer work for Sankara. 

I am giving myself one or 
two more years to stabilize 
the startup I founded. Then 
I will devote myself fully to 

Sankara because it gives me 
soul satisfaction

 SEF, USA started raising funds by doing small 
events. How did you hit the big time?

 Our volunteers’ hard work and dedication paid off with 
Dandia events like the one we did at the Santa Clara Conven-
tion Center. We initially feared that many other organiza-
tions also do similar events in the Bay Area, and we may 
not attract the crowd. But we succeeded because we know 
how to organize events, and how to take care of the donors 
or the attendees. For example, at our first light music event, 
the theater was on top of a hill, so we had our volunteers 
stationed at the parking lot taking people up in cars. We are 
also disciplined, always starting on time.

Around this time, Divyogi Bhai said, “Why don’t we 
bring up a big Bollywood music event now?” And that was 
it. From the Bay Area, we first expanded to Seattle where 
volunteers used to do small events like bridge tournaments. 
Once we started bringing big artists, we would take them to 
multiple cities. Our other chapters in Austin, Dallas, SoCal, 
New Jersey, Houston, etc., are also very good at organizing 
successful events.

Even though local volunteers in each city take charge of 
the event, we support them from the California base with 
marketing, and the major logistics. One of us would go to 
each city for the event.

 How do you manage to get so many volunteers 
to work for Sankara?

 The events have been a conduit to get volunteers. 
Events also energize volunteers that they have something 
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Radhakrishnan Sundar
Board member,  

Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF), USA 
Member, Steering Council of SEF, India

Financial self-sufficiency 
model is the building block of 

Sankara’s expansion
Radhakrishnan Sundar has been active in SEF, both in the US and India. He spearheaded the 

Partner Hospitals initiative to build capacity, which he details in this interview he gave from Mumbai.

 You enjoy a unique vantage point having been 
active in SEF, both in the US and India. What has 
been your unique contribution?

 I have contributed significantly to its fundamentals and 
strategy. I was in the US when Sankara’s initial meetings 
took place at my office.

We have been clear about Sankara’s financial self-suffi-
ciency as a building block for its expansion. I expressed it 
first when we formulated our Vision 20/20 in 2003-4. It is 
doable, I said, to build 20 eye hospitals in 20 years. But then 
you cannot keep funding their operations indefinitely.

I’d take credit for driving home that point for SEF, India 
and implemented the self-sufficiency clause. I am part of the 
Steering Council of SEF, India,  and have had the opportunity 
to shape some of their decisions, making self-sufficiency a 
cornerstone, which became an integral part of the planning 
of all our hospitals. Our able team in SEF, India has success-
fully executed this strategy.

It’s not easy to scale from one eye hospital to twelve hos-
pitals. Neither was it easy in the US to scale up and raise 
money for such expansion. But both Sankara India and 
Sankara US did a great job in tandem, each working to their 
strength.

For donations, Sankara India was a little hesitant to 
approach the big banner names. I was able to do that job 
because I was based out of Mumbai then. I used my connec-
tions and my efforts to bring that dimension into the organ-
ization.
 

 How did you happen to spearhead the Partner 
Hospitals plan?

 We have driven this initiative from India since its con-
ception in 2015 and today, we are working with 14 Part-
ner Hospitals.  

What happened was that SEF, India was fully stretched 
running 12 hospitals all over India and we had underesti-
mated the effort needed for one institution to run so many 
hospitals. Our Vision 20/20 to raise 20 eye hospitals by 
2020 was in jeopardy.

So, we told the India team, “We have two choices, either 
say that we have done well, but we will not get to 20 hospi-
tals or we continue with outside Partners.” I offered to spear-
head the effort and find the right Partners as I was based in 
India at the time. I was lucky that we got some good Part-
ners, got some good breaks, and were able to build a team 
and put up all the necessary processes.

Partner Hospitals was kind of a startup we got rolling 
quickly and focused on the states where Sankara did not 
have a presence. We follow a step-by-step model with initial-
ly giving funds to perform free surgeries for 8-9 months. 
We make our fundamentals clear to them, that they have to 
be operationally self-sufficient and follow the quality mod-
el of Sankara. Once we feel comfortable with their quality of 
work, we partner with them.

Out of many, we selected a few to fund and signed up Part-
ners in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, and Assam. 
After they come on board, we continue to monitor them, 
through monthly and quarterly reviews. Once established, we 
ask them if they wanted to expand for which we would help 
fundraise. It’s a progression; some were happy with just get-
ting surgery money and some went for expansion.

Covid was a blessing in disguise. We had about nine 
Partners at the time and all of them, even Sankara hospi-
tals, were panicking as no free surgeries were performed 
because they could not go to the villages nor did they have 
any paid patients. With zero revenue and zero work, what 
do we do with all our staff, they asked. But thanks to our US 
donors, we created a payroll protection program for them. 

Brief Bio
R. Sundar serves on the board of Sankara Eye Founda-
tion, USA, and sits on the Steering Council of Sankara 
Eye Foundation, India. He works extensively both in the 
USA and India, driving Vision 2030.

Sundar and his wife Usha are founders of Hi 5 Youth 
Foundation – a unique sports NGO, running a basketball excellence pro-
gram, training over 4000+ underprivileged/tribal boys and girls in 40+ 
centers, in eight states of India.

Sundar is co-founder of Mastek Ltd. (a public company in India), one of 
the early global IT services companies in India, and Majesco - an insur-
ance platform company.

He has spent equal time between India and Silicon Valley over the last 
30 years – and is engaged extensively with technology startups as well 
as the social sector in both countries.

Sundar has an MBA from IIM, Ahmedabad, and Electrical and Comput-
er Engineering degree from  REC (Regional Engineering College), Trichy 
in Tamil Nadu.

 

 Do the Partner Hospitals follow the 80:20 mod-
el of Sankara – 20% paid surgeries funding the 80% 
free surgeries?

 80:20 is a guide, not mandatory. Even at Sankara hospi-
tals, it is 70:30, or close. For the Partner Hospitals, the man-
date is that they must be operationally self-sufficient. If you 
are in a rural area, you may achieve 67:33.  What we will 
not accept is 50:50 because that changes the culture of the 
organization. We want the charity part to be significantly 
larger than the paid part.
 

 How much of the funds supporting Sankara 
and Partner Eye Hospitals come from the Sankara 
Foundation in the US?

 I would say, 60-70% comes from the US.

 Why not start a fundraising operation in India?
 I’m not saying money is not available in India but people 

who are good at running hospitals are not good at fundrais-
ing. Someone else has to do the job for them. I have done my 
bit, but I don’t live in India all the time. Setting up a fund-
raising arm of Sankara in India will involve much legal rig-
marole.

 You have donated money to Sankara…
 Yes, I’d say I am one of the donors who have given good 

sums. I have given both to the Sankara Foundation in the US 
and in India. I continue to give because they do good work. 
I also support other charities. Now there is the Hi 5 Youth 
Foundation, which I’ve started with my wife, Usha, to teach 
basketball to underprivileged children in India to empow-
er them.
 

 How do you view Sankara’s Vision 2030?
 This incredible March to a Million, aiming to get to one 

million free eye surgeries a year by 2030, has become a 
big motivator for me. Starting to work with our Partner 
Hospitals opened my eyes. Whether it is Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, or West Bengal, the problem of blindness is huge. 
Some people are blind in both eyes, which is criminal 
because all you need to do is two cataract surgeries. Each 
surgery takes about 15 minutes, costs under $30, and has 
a 99% success rate. There is no reason even one person 
needs to be blind.

What moves me is the blindness problem is huge and the 
existing resources fall short. Even we, at Sankara, have to 
build more hospitals to double the capacity to be able to 
reach one million. The need is to do six million free surger-
ies a year to eliminate blindness in India. Vision 2030 aims 
to inspire our Partner Hospitals to do more, and other Eye 
Care Institutions also to step up their game.

The founders of these hospitals were very grateful, saying, 
“You are an all-weather Partner to us.” and that helped us to 
gain their confidence.

In 2021, we launched our next phase, and at a summit 
in Mumbai, we put a challenge to our Partners. From per-
forming 200,000 free surgeries we need to get to 1 million 
free surgeries a year. The combined capacity of all Sankara 
and Partner Hospitals at the time was 400,000. At the 
second summit, we started getting expansion proposals. The 
fact that Partners started marching to the million goal excit-
ed Sankara to start marching too. Our Vision 2030 plan now 
is for Sankara to perform 425,000 and partners to perform 
575,000 free surgeries a year by 2030.

With the 2030 plan in place, we still need to raise big 
money. So, I tell some of the high-net-worth individuals I’m 
connected with, that today if you write me a check for $10 
million, I know how to use it. If you write me a hundred million 
check, I know how to use that too. I am confident we will suc-
ceed because no good movement ever fails for lack of money.

     To eliminate blindness  
in India, SEF, USA has 

taken on a tremendous 
goal to do a million eye 
surgeries in a year. Our 

Vision 2030 strategy also 
aims to inspire our Partner 

Hospitals and other Eye 
Care Institutions to step up 

their game
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There is no better gift you can give 
than the gift of vision

Former Board members reflect on Sankara’s impact
Girish Muckai
Former SEF, USA Board member

Anil Lal
Former SEF, USA Board member

C.N. Srivatsan
Steering Council member of SEF, India

I was fortunate to be a volunteer for 
over a decade at Sankara Eye Foun-

dation, USA - first as booth coordin-
ator, then as event coordinator, and 
finally on the board. Our collective abil-
ity to dream big, set an achievable and 
impactful vision, fundraise effectively, 
and motivate and support the incredible 
team in India is unparalleled and envi-
able.

Four things stand out about SEF:
1. A bold vision and the mission to eradicate curable blindness.
2. A growing number of donors support every initiative due to 

their confidence in SEF's ability to march forward.
3. The ability of the SEF team in India to execute impeccably. 
4. An amazing group of highly dedicated, motivated, talented, and 

able volunteers.
Having the ability to see is one of the basic human rights and 

SEF is on a mission to bring this to each and everyone.

My involvement 
with SEF, USA 

started simply with a 
contribution in 2002 
and blossomed into 
getting inducted to 
their Board in 2011.

I have always 
been impressed with 
the laser focus of our 
mission: Helping to 
cure as much curable 

blindness in India as possible.
Though I have worked with a multitude of NGOs in 

both mainstream as well as the Indian diaspora, I have 
not encountered any other organization or group of 
leaders like SEF. Never in any meeting, anyone tries to 
exert pressure on a decision by using their position on 
the Board. Each leader treats all members as well as 
volunteers with due respect.

I have been 
involved with 

the SEF, USA for 
two decades. What 
strikes me most 
about it, apart from 
the noble mission 
of eradicating cur-
able blindness in 
India, is the passion 
and fervor with 

which the office bearers and volunteers work for 
the cause. All of them have their jobs, families, and 
responsibilities. Yet, they find time to volunteer. I feel 
the noble cause draws them together.

The target of one million free eye surgeries in 
India every year by SEF together with Partner Hospi-
tals in India is a humongous task for both sides - SEF, 
USA, and the hospitals in India. But looking at their 
track record, I am sure it will happen. 

Brief Bio
Divyogi Patel has been a leading 
member of SEF, USA’s Board since 
1999 and assumed the role of COO 
last year, underscoring his deep 
commitment to philanthropy and 

to SEF. He has played a pivotal role in orchestrating 
SEF’s mega events and spearheaded the foundation 
of Sankara Eye Hospital in Anand, Gujarat.

Born in Uganda, Divyogi spent his formative years 
in India. A graduate of Lancaster University in Eng-
land, he moved to the SF Bay Area in 1994 and 
established several small businesses. He is a devotee 
of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and is on the Board of Sai 
Global Mission which supports activities relating to 
health, education, and nutrition in India.

Divyogi Patel, COO and board member of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA, shares his 
inspiring odyssey of vision, compassion, and transformation.

Mr. Divyogi Patel has been an indis-
pensable figure in the Sankara Eye 
Foundation (SEF), USA, since its 

inception. He shares his extraordinary jour-
ney of dedication, collaboration, compas-
sion, and tireless efforts to bring the gift of 
vision to the rural poor in India.

Divyogi's association with SEF, USA 
commenced serendipitously when Kala 
Murali, Sankara's long-standing office 
manager, volunteer, and the wife of its 
founder, Murali, visited his store while 
seeking promotional items for SEF's inaug-
ural event in 1999. "I remember being 
deeply moved and tearing up after watch-
ing Sankara’s first video and hearing that 
‘there is no better gift you can give than the 
gift of vision’," recalls Divyogi. "I decided, on 
the spot, not to charge the organization for 
the work, considering it my donation. Little 
did I know that this was the beginning of a 
truly transformative journey, with no turn-
ing back."

Shortly after their initial encounter, 
Muraliji insisted that Mr. Divyogi join the 
SEF, USA Board of Trustees, which at the 
time consisted of only two other members, 
Sridharan and Sundar. Together, they bore 
witness to remarkable growth, with nearly 
six-figure donations within the first year. 
Soon, they embarked on a trajectory of 
doubling donations year after year.

Around 2002-03, fueled by the fund-
raising momentum and the overwhelming 
support from donors and volunteers, SEF, 
USA were inspired to replicate Sankara's 
Coimbatore eye hospital model across 
India. Driven by a grand vision, they aimed 
to expand the incredible work of Dr. R.V. 
Ramani and Dr. Radha Ramani. One of their 

devoted volunteers, Rajiv Chamraj, proposed 
the goal of achieving "Vision 20/20 by the 
year 2020." Consequently, they embraced 
the broader mission to eliminate needless 
blindness in India. By 2015-16, Sankara had 
established 11 hospitals throughout India.

Raising millions is no small feat, espe-
cially in a country like India, with its bureau-
cratic hurdles and infrastructural challen-
ges. What sets SEF apart is its self-sustaining 
financial model, designed to reduce reli-
ance on philanthropy in the long run. This 
model allocates 20% of resources from paid 
patients to cross-subsidize eye care for the 
80% of rural patients who receive it for free, 
ultimately rendering each hospital self-suffi-
cient within five to seven years.

Now, SEF is actively working toward its 

next ambitious vision 
– "Vision 2030: March 
to a Million." This auda-
cious goal aims to 
perform one million free 
eye surgeries annually 
by 2030. Recognizing 
the need for additional 
partners to success-
fully expand across 
India and extend cover-
age to northern states 
like Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar, SEF's visionary 
board member, Sundar, 
and his team in Bombay 
embarked on a quest to 
identify partners and 
understand their unique 
requirements.

Today, thanks to 
the boundless love and 
generosity of donors and 

volunteers, SEF has evolved into the world's 
largest free eye care provider, operating 26 
hospitals in 15 states, serving a staggering 
444 million people, and performing over 
350,000 free surgeries in 2023.

Sankara DNA: Bollywood 
Events

SEF, USA's fundraising efforts have 
become synonymous with hosting grand 
Bollywood-style musical events and galas. 
Divyogi spearheaded these endeavors and 
further capitalized on their potential by 
organizing high-profile Bollywood events. 
These star-studded gatherings, featuring 
renowned artists such as Shreya Ghoshal, 
Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy, and Sonu Nigam drew 
large audiences, providing SEF with a plat-

form to showcase its charitable work. Nota-
bly, SEF's existing donors often brought 
their star power to Sankara galas. For 
instance, at last year's New York gala, the 
keynote speaker was Jay Chaudhry, Chair-
man of Zscaler and the richest Indian Amer-
ican. The resounding success of these events 
significantly bolstered SEF's visibility and 
fundraising efforts.

More recently,  Divyogi assumed the 
official role of Chief Operating Officer 
(COO) to help guide SEF through its rapid 
expansion, with the ambitious goal of 
raising $100 million by 2030. Despite 
never having worked for anyone else in his 
life, he shifted his entire focus to Sankara, 
dedicating himself wholeheartedly to the 
cause. He states, “I accepted the role of COO 
purely because Sankara is experiencing 
tremendous growth, and Murali needed 
assistance.”

As a devout follower of Sathya Sai Baba, 
Divyogi truly embodies Baba's core message: 
'Love all, Serve all.' He also  embodies the 
spirit of SEF and its unwavering commit-
ment to eradicating needless blindness in 
India.
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Board of Trustees steers Sankara’s 
mission and its execution

The Board of Trustees of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA holds the crucial responsibility of overseeing 
the foundation’s overarching direction, steering its high-level navigation, and devising comprehensive 

strategies for their effective implementation.

Four members of the Board delve into their motivation and passion for the Sankara 
cause and the roles they have been playing in achieving its objectives through strategic 

planning and decision-making.

At SEF, USA it’s all about volunteers. Their dedi-
cation and passion for the Sankara are admir-

able. We are not just an organization but a close-knit 
family working towards a common mission.

My involvement, from being a volunteer to serv-
ing as a board member, reflects a deep commit-
ment to the cause of providing vision care to those 
in need.

The emphasis on transparency and accountabil-
ity, especially in financial matters, is crucial for any 
charitable organization. It’s heartening to see that 
SEF, USA not only recognizes the trust placed in it 
by donors but also actively works to honor that trust 
through responsible and efficient use of funds.

The success story of Sankara Eye Hospital, Anand 
in Gujarat, and my involvement in overcoming chal-
lenges during its completion showcases the organiz-
ation’s resilience and determination. The collabora-

tive effort, involving not just the Gujarati community but also people from diverse 
backgrounds, speaks to the universality of SEF’s mission and its ability to unite people 
for a common cause.

Passing the baton to the new generation and encouraging them to take charge is 
a forward-looking approach for me and SEF. It ensures the continuity and evolution 
of SEF’s mission, bringing in fresh perspectives and ideas to address new challenges.

The strategic decision to take responsible risks, such as partnering with like-mind-
ed organizations, reflects an adaptive and innovative approach to scaling impact. It’s 
encouraging to see SEF exploring avenues to reach its ambitious goal of one million 
free sustainable surgeries by 2030 and, ultimately, a mission to eradicate curable 
blindness.

The SEF story and my involvement with SEF are not just about building hospitals 
or conducting surgeries, it is also about building a community, creating a legacy, and 
impacting the lives of those less fortunate. I invite all of you to join SEF MOVEMENT and 
wish SEF continued success in our endeavors to bring the gift of vision to those in need.

I have been associated with the Sankara Eye Foun-
dation, USA for 24 years, almost since its incep-

tion.
In 1999, my husband and I attended a flute 

concert event hosted by SEF, USA. We were very 
impressed by the cause and signed up as volun-
teers for one of their initial drives to raise funds 
for 2,000 eye surgeries. It has been a humbling 
experience to see the organization grow into what 
it is today.

I started taking care of the accounts and work-
ing with external auditors in 2000 and that made 
me grow into the role of CFO (Chief Financial Offi-

cer). Even though I am an engineer by profes-
sion, it has been a great learning experience for 
me to take up the challenge of doing the finan-
cials of the organization.

Besides financials, I have also been involved 
with strategy, planning, and growth of the or-
ganization. I am driven by the vision of the or-

ganization and the energy of the volunteers to achieve 1 million surgeries annually 
by 2030. We have had the fortune of visiting several Sankara and Partner hospitals 
in India. Every visit reinforces our belief that we are a part of a game-changing move-
ment,  energizing us.

Personally, Sankara has been an integral part of our family, and it has helped us 
learn the importance of selfless service.

I  got involved with Sankara, along with my wife 
Visala,  in the year 2000, and from 2003 began 

actively spearheading the fundraising for the Gun-
tur hospital project along with the Bay Area Telugu 
Association (BATA).

When the first replication of Coimbatore eye hos-
pital began at Guntur in Andhra Pradesh, we worked 
closely with BATA and the Telugu Association of 
North America (TANA). Together we did multiple 
fundraising events for the project and its subse-
quent expansions. This strategy set the blueprint 
for our future hospitals in other states such as Kar-
nataka and Gujarat.

Visala coordinated Sankara Booths in the Bay 
Area. Our son Siddhartha also actively volunteered 
for Sankara and grew up with the Sankara family.

In Sankara, I mainly focused on setting up teams 
for various hospital projects, guiding them to raise 
funds for the respective hospitals. I talk to donors, 

reach out to new donors, keep them updated about Sankara’s expansion plans, and 
seek their continued support. Visala and I have traveled to many national conferen-
ces and events to promote Sankara. What keeps us motivated are the many people we 
encounter at the hospitals, elderly people, some of whose own kids have abandoned 
them, but the care and kindness they receive from the Sankara team is life-changing 
for them. Such stories warm our hearts and keep us motivated.

Further, our children start to understand the value of giving. The families of 
Sankara board members and volunteers are involved with the fundraising events in 
one way or another.  So, it’s always a family gathering here! There is no other joy I 
look forward to!

I joined Sankara Eye Foundation, USA in 2000. In 
Namaste America there used to be TV ads from 

Sankara and that is how we learned about the 
organization. I looked them up and met Muraliji. 
There were four of five of us at the time. I started 
with manning the Sankara booth at the events and 
then looked after the technical aspects of the SEF 
website, maintaining it for a decade or so.

In those days, Sankara was like a start-up and a 
lot of the systems and processes were being set up. 
I was also involved with setting up our first Network 
For Good donation page around 2002-2003.

I suggested having various donation tiers given 
various categories of expenses – such as cataract 
surgeries or food for patients. I thought that there 
were people who would donate $30, but others 
might want to donate much higher amounts. So, we 
introduced $90 for 3 surgeries and $360 for one 
surgery every month for a year, and so on. That’s 

how the online donation platform was set up. I also introduced a program for people 
to donate used cars. That is still a donation option today.

I currently look after many of the technical needs of the Sankara Eye Foundation, 
USA, be it Salesforce, Classy integration, or backend support for online ticketing for 
events like the Dandias where there can be more than 6000 people. We help wher-
ever there is a need.

My wife Anu also gets involved with events and banquets. My children were born 
after we became involved with the Sankara organization and its activities, so they also 
grew up with its ethos.

Our motivation behind getting involved in the Sankara activities and planning for 
them is the huge need in India to eradicate needless blindness, which gets reinforced 
every time we go to India as a family and visit the Sankara eye hospitals.

Particularly when we go to our native places - the towns that I and my wife are 
from – to visit our family, and someone from there will say, “Hey, the Sankara bus 
came here, and we know the people who got back their vision.”

Thus, we get to hear firsthand how people benefited from
Sankara’s service, and it is very gratifying and fulfilling.

Venkat 
Maddipati
Board Member

Padma 
Parthasarathy
CFO and Board Member

Anju Desai
Board Member

Sumanth 
Rajagopalan
Board Member
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Heartiest Congratulations to

for being recognized and honored as

With Best Compliments of

SEF USA Network of 26 Eye Hospitals

Proud to be a part of March to a Million,
1 Million free eye surgeries every year from 2030
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I like Sankara Team’s conviction, 
passion, and dedication

Brief Bio
Jay Chaudhry has 
founded a series of 
successful compan-
ies, including AirD-
efense, CipherTrust, 

CoreHarbor, SecureIT, and Zscaler, 
which became a public company in 
2018. He has a history of introducing 
innovations that address the demand 
for securely enabling emerging tech-
nology trends.

Jay has received many accolades 
for his accomplishments including 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of The Year 
twice.

He earned an MBA in Marketing, an 
MS in Computer Engineering, and an 
MS in Industrial Engineering – all from 
the University of Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
also completed the Executive Manage-
ment Program from Harvard Business 
School.

In India, he studied Electronics 
Engineering at IIT BHU Varanasi.
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Million Dollar Donors

Giving generously for a noble cause served by  
a disciplined and passionate team

Shri Hasubhai and  
Smt. Hershaben Shah

Philanthropist Shri Hasubhai P Shah is the Chairman 
Emeritus of the Hersha Hospitality Trust.      

He began in the hospitality industry with the purchase of 
a single hotel in Harrisburg, PA, in 1984 and over the last 
36 years, expanded his chain to include management of over 
110 hotels across many states in the US.

In 2002, Hasubhai Shah was introduced to Sankara by 
Dr. R.V. Ramani of SEF, India. Inspired by his spiritual guru 

Dr. Yeturu Aahlad and Dr. Subha Aahlad

Manoj Shekar is a long-time 
donor to SEF, USA, who made 

a major contribution in 2022 for the 
expansion of the Sankara Eye Hospi-
tal in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh.

Manoj Shekar
Owner, TCS Industries, 
Rochester, NY

Jay Chaudhry, one of the richest Indian Americans, has donated handsomely to SEF, USA,  
and was the Keynote Speaker at their ‘Be the Light Gala’ in New York last October.  

He spoke to Parveen Chopra from Reno, Nevada where he is based.

 What did you like about 
SEF, USA to start supporting 
them?

 I came to know Sankara well 
in the past couple of years and 
thought they were serving a very 
noble cause. Their dedication over 
the past 25 years fascinated me. 
Lots of nonprofits come and go. 
SEF, USA’s staying power and com-
mitment are very special.

I met Murali and his team and 
was impressed by their conviction, 
passion, dedication, and the work 
they have been doing. So, I said, 
let’s try to help.

What appealed to me was that 
SEF, USA is not run as a big, hier-
archical organization, where very 
little reaches the beneficiaries. In 
contrast, SEF people are on the 
ground.

 Did you visit any of the 
eye hospitals they support in 
India?

respectful and they execute a good 
plan to build eye hospitals. Ideas 
are a dime a dozen. I look at star-
tups all the time. But SEF has a 
burning desire to get to a million 
eye surgeries every year. And if you 
have conviction, a burning desire, 
you go make things happen.

 Indian Americans are 
doing well here and many 
give to good causes. Do you 
think they should do more?

 I think it’s always better to give 
more because there are lots of 
needy people. I think the causes that 
make an impact are more important 
than the donation amounts. Look 
at Sankara, they don’t raise tons of 
money, but what they get goes to a 
very noble cause. I think education is 
also important. To be able to help in 
that field, I have also been involved 
in the American India Foundation 
(AIF). I got involved when Covid 
happened. Many of Zscaler employ-
ees in India were calling for help, 
for example, not finding a hospital 
bed with oxygen for a loved one. We 
made calls and rushed a bunch of 

things. So, yes, we all can do more 
than what we do.

I believe happiness is a state 
of mind. It has nothing to do with 
money. Perhaps it’s my upbring-
ing. My parents were small-scale 
farmers in Himachal Pradesh. I 
learned honesty, integrity, and 
hard work from them.

Jay Chaudhry
CEO, Chairman and Founder, Zscaler

 I have not, but hopefully, dur-
ing the next trip I’ll get a chance to 
do so. I do go to India because 40% 
of my company Zscaler’s 7,000 
employees are in India. Offering 
good opportunities to people in 
India who are bright, sharp, and 
ambitious is my way of giving 
back. In fact, we opened Zscaler’s 

Shri Krishna Shankar Shastri “to serve the community in the 
area of healthcare”, he began by sponsoring eye surgeries 
for Sankara. 

“When I met people from SEF, USA, I was extremely 
impressed with how they were running the organization. 
It is a great cause that Sankara is serving by going to the 
villages and giving eyesight to the poor and needy. We can 
change the lives of so many people, especially in the poor 
districts,” he said.

“The other thing that motivates me to support Sankara is 
the people behind the organization and how selflessly they 
are serving the cause. Their dedication is very impressive.”

Dr. Yeturu Aahlad is a successful entre-
preneur and a distinguished com-

puter scientist in Silicon Valley. His wife, 
Dr. Subha Aahlad, is a pediatrician. They 
have been looking to pay it forward and 
give back to the community. During one 
of the off-site IIT Madras alumni events, 
Aahlad connected with his classmate, K. 
Sridharan, Founder and President of SEF, 
USA, and learned about bringing vision to 
the needy.

Aahlad and Subha had four criteria for 
deciding on the organizations they would 
support: nobility of the cause, personal 
connection, passion of the organization 

team, and commitment from its team and 
leaders. The couple did their due diligence 
on SEF, USA and the personal connection to 
Sridharan made it easier for them to decide 
to support SEF, USA.

Aahlad said that they were impressed 
with the way SEF, USA, and its volunteers 
met his criteria. They also felt that the 
steady growth in the number of free 
eye surgeries for the rural blind every 
year and the consistent top rating from 
Charity Navigator for fiscal discipline were 
testaments to the fact that SEF, USA is a 
well-run charity.

So, Aahlad and Subha made a major con-
tribution in 2017, helping SEF, USA meet its 
fundraising goals for the year.

India office in Bangalore before 
the Bay Area office.

 Do you intend to support 
SEF, USA in the future?

 Yes, I plan to support them, 
though I haven’t thought about 
the numbers. SEF people are 
not pushy; they are mindful and 
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Partners-in-Service
Inspirational messages from prominent people who made significant voluntary contributions to 

specific Sankara hospital projects in addition to making large donations.

Harshadbhai and Naina-
ben Patel’s association with 

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA 
goes back to the mid-2000s when 
their friend Ram Dutt, a volunteer 
with Sankara introduced them to 
Divyogi Patel and Murali Krish-
namurthy.

On visiting the Coimbatore hos-
pital, Harshadbhai and Nainaben 
met Dr. Ramani a couple of times 
and were very impressed with 
the operations there. “One of the 
things that fascinated me”, says 
Harshadbhai, “was that Sankara 
was running the organization not 
like a charity but like a business. 
They had a business plan, they had 
a self-sufficiency plan, which is 
very unusual for a charity. Usual-

Hearty congratulations to 
Sankara Eye Foundation, USA 

on being honored as Organization 
of the Year, says Vijaya Aasuri. “SEF 
and Bay Area Telugu Association 
(BATA) have been working togeth-
er for over two decades in raising 
funds and awareness of Sankara’s 
Guntur hospital and more recently 
for the Hyderabad hospital as well.

SEF, USA continues to achieve 
its vision due to the hard work 
and dedication of the selfless vol-

Shri Harshadbhai and  
Smt. Nainaben Patel

Smt. Vijaya Asuri of BATA

Shri B.V. Jagadeesh and Smt. Anuradha Jagadeesh

Shri B.V. Jagadeesh is a Silicon 
Valley-based tech entrepre-

neur with several technology star-
tups to his credit. His wife, Smt. 
Anuradha Jagadeesh, has also held 
leadership positions in technology 
companies in the Bay Area besides 
being a leader of India Community 
Center’s Sevathon. 

Their journey with Sankara Eye 
Foundation, USA began in the ear-
ly 2000s when they sponsored a 
fundraising musical jugalbandi 
event for the organization, saying, 
“The cause and the message are all 
truly inspiring.” 

There has been no looking 
back for the couple. Jagadeesh de-
scribes it as “a very pleasant jour-

America (AKKA) to get involved in 
the fundraising and by setting up 
a matching fund of $100,000 to 
encourage donors, raising a total 
of over $200,000. He inspires and 
promotes SEF wherever he goes. 

“I have been an evangelist 

for Sankara over the years and 
right now Sankara has tremen-
dous momentum. The machinery 
is extremely well operating, we 
are happy to spread the message 
about their work. We believe in 
this cause,” says Jagadeesh.

That motivated Harshadbhai 
and Nainaben to support Sankara’s 
Anand hospital in Gujarat, and they 
went on to become the single lar-
gest donor for the Anand hospital.

Over the years, Harshadbhai 
and Nainaben offered matching 
donations for several Sankara fund-
raisers which encouraged more 
people to donate. They also got 
other family members and relatives 
become big supporters of Sankara.

Harshadbhai also started 
Sankara’s Southern California chap-
ter in Los Angeles and brought in 
artists like Sonu Nigam, Hariharan, 
Shreya Ghoshal, and Nitin Mukesh 
to perform at big fundraiser events 
which were quite successful, creat-
ing a big pool of donors for Sankara.

unteers across the USA, Vijaya 
opines. “It is a model organization 
that has demonstrated to its donor 
base and supporters that great 
things can be achieved when you 
work relentlessly toward a cause. 
It is always a pleasure to work 
together and promote a cause with 
SEF, USA.”

BATA, she points out, has been 
an integral part of the fundrais-
ing efforts for the Guntur hospi-
tal since it was planned in 2002. 
“We supported the project through 
fundraiser events and annual crick-
et tournaments. We also worked 
with Sankara to organize a kick-off 
fundraiser for SEF Hyderabad Hos-
pital and are proud to be Partners 
in Service in both hospitals.

“The results of the BATA team 
and SEF team working together 
seamlessly are evident in the suc-
cessful operation of SEF Guntur 
and Hyderabad Hospitals.”

Dr. Kancherla is an eminent 
oncologist based in Pough-

keepsie, NY, who hails from Vijay-
awada in Andhra Pradesh. He was 
introduced to SEF, USA by a family 
friend soon after Guntur Hospital 
project started. Having visited the 
Coimbatore hospital and impressed 
with the Sankara work, he decided 
to get involved with the first hos-
pital Sankara built outside Tamil 
Nadu, a project close to his heart.

He says, “The Guntur hospital 
serves the neighboring districts in-
cluding Vijayawada. What especial-
ly impressed me was that Sankara 
serves the villages. My grandpar-
ents and relatives hailed from the 
villages, and I know what the facili-
ties there are like. The farm work-
ers and the poor rural people have 
very little access to healthcare and 
affording it. Often they think this is 
natural (vision loss) and they live 

Dr. Ramamohana R. Kancherla

with it. Sankara’s end-to-end pro-
gram, taking people from the vil-
lages, treating them and bringing 
them back, is very impressive to me.

“I met Dr. Ramani and was im-
pressed with his work and then 
met Murali and the others. I do-
nated to Sankara and then began 
fundraising for them. I would 
gather some friends and we would 
be hosting booths, distributing lit-
erature, getting people togeth-
er, and supporting the organiza-

tion in any way we could.” Over the 
years, Dr. Kancherla has been a big 
donor to many of Sankara’s hospital 
projects and has also rallied other 
donors to the cause. Notable contri-
butions have been a 25-bed ward in 
the name of his parents and, an eye 
bank in the name of his father-in-
law, to the Guntur project.

As chairman of the alumni com-
mittee at the medical college he stud-
ied in Guntur, Dr. Kancherla also fa-
cilitated the participation of Sankara 
in alumni reunions with over 1,000 
doctors in attendance in Dallas and 
California. “It is all about the cause, 
the people we serve. The people in 
SEF are wonderful. They can motiv-
ate hundreds of people to volunteer, 
which is amazing. I will continue to 
support Sankara in any way I can in 
the future as well,” he says.

“On the 25th milestone anniver-
sary of Sankara, I wish them all the 
best and hope they can fulfill Vision 
2030.”

ly, a charity needs funds for main-
tenance; they can grow big but 
they still need money to maintain 
it. But Sankara found a solution to 
that problem and they went about 
it systematically. So that was fas-
cinating to me.”

Prominent community leader 
and philanthropist Jayaram 

Komati Garu has been a big 
supporter of SEF, USA. He rallied 
the Telugu community to support 
the Guntur hospital project gener-
ously. As convenor of the Telugu 
Association of North America 
(TANA) convention in 2003 in San 
Jose, CA, he opened the conven-
tion for the promotion of the 
Guntur project, which helped raise 
awareness and significant funds 
for the project.

In the same year, he also 
suggested a ‘Wall of Founders’ 
banquet dinner which became 
a template for Sankara’s annual 
banquet ever since.

For all his support and gener-

Shri Jayaram Komati

ous donations, Sankara Eye Foun-
dation, USA recognizes Jayaram 
Garu as a Partner-in-Service for 
the Guntur hospital in Andhra 
Pradesh. He also donated gener-
ously and helped significantly 
with the kick-off fundraising event 
for Sankara hospital project in 
Hyderabad.

ney, a fun relationship” being asso-
ciated with Sankara and its leaders 
- Murali Krishnamurthy, K. Sridhar-
an, R. Sundar and Dr. Ramani – “all 
outstanding people, very sincere, 
hardworking, committed. It's very 
hard to find that in non-profits.”

In 2004-2005, Jagadeesh made 
a keynote speech at a Sankara 
event in San Jose, where he pre-
sented the problem of curable 
blindness in a different way - by 
looking at the economics behind 
it. “A simple thing like a cata-
ract makes people unable to see 
because they cannot afford the 
surgery, and because of that they 
are dependent on someone else for 
everything in life. So, two people - 

the sufferer and the caregiver - 
are unable to work and contrib-
ute to the family economy. Given 
the sheer scale of the problem and 
the number of patients Sankara is 
serving, even if 50% get their eye-
sight back and go back to work, it 
would make a huge impact on the 
family economy and a difference 
of a few billion dollars to the GDP.” 

The Jagadeesh family whose 
roots are in Bangalore also con-
tributed in a big way to the estab-
lishment of the Bangalore hospi-
tal and training center project for 
nurses and optometrists by gal-
vanizing the Kannada Koota of 
Northern California (KKNC) and 
Association of Kannada Kootas of 
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Congratulations and Commendations
Welcoming the nomination of Sankara Eye Foundation, USA as the Organization of 
the Year 2023 by The South Asian Times, a few messages from the supporters of the 

charity that enjoys a pristine reputation.

Ram Reddy
Bay Area entrepreneur

What resonates most for me 
is how the Sankara Eye 

Foundation operates. Their hospi-
tals follow an amazingly well-run 
80/20 framework that provides 
the same quality service to 80% 
free and 20% paid patients. They 
have it down to a fine science with 
such granularity and perfection 
that it is replicated across all their 
hospitals with ease and precision. 

And SEF’s massive volunteer 
network and tens of thousands 
of annual donors add impetus to 
this grassroots movement. I’m 
proud to have been a support-
er for over 15 years. Their social 
impact is immediate and lasts a 
lifetime for every patient who has 

Achyuth Reddy
Civil Engineer, Hyderabad

It is no surprise to learn that the 
Sankara Eye Foundation, USA 

has been nominated as the Organ-
ization of the Year by The South 
Asian Times. Over the past 25 
years, the passion and dedication 
of its founders, together with an 
army of enthusiastic volunteers, 
have had a huge positive impact 
on community eye care across 
India. That SEF can do this with 
such a consistently high level of 
professionalism, integrity, and 
transparency is remarkable.

As SEF embarks on the auda-

vision restored. Patients quick-
ly return to becoming productive 
members of society and providers 
for the family. The elderly achieve 
independence, adding to their 
self-esteem. 

SEF receives advocacy, support, 
and endorsements from many cor-
ners of the world. To name a few - 
Amitabh Kant, Sherpa, G20 India, 
Anand Mahindra - Chairman, 
Mahindra, Mallika Chopra of Cho-
pra Foundation, late Rakesh Jhun-
junwala -  India’s business icon, 
Jay Chaudhry -  Chairman, Zscaler, 
Amit Walia - CEO, Informatica, 
Chandar Pattabhiram - ex-CMO 
Marketo and Coupa, and Aruna 
Ravichandran - CMO, WebEx.

cious ‘March to a Million’ goal of 
performing one million free eye 
surgeries a year by 2030,

I wish them continued success.

Mohan 
Wanchoo
Chairman, ECI MW 
Holding Co, Inc, NY
Philanthropist

It is my great pleasure to say a 
few words of appreciation about 

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA, and 
its Founder and Executive Chair-
man, Mr. Murali Krishnamurthy.

India is home to the lar-
gest number of blind people in 
the world, where nearly 40 mil-
lion people are blind or visual-
ly impaired.  Fortunately, nearly 
80% of them can easily be cured 
if they can receive proper, time-
ly treatment. Every year 1 million 
new visually impaired people get 
added to the already huge number 
of visually challenged people in 
India.  The rate at which Sankara 
is performing eye surgeries cur-
rently is not adequate to meet the 

demands. Therefore, Sankara has 
crafted Vision 2030, which is to 
perform 1 million free eye surger-
ies annually by the year 2030.

I have known Murali for over 
10 years. He is the backbone of 
the Sankara Eye Foundation. He 
had a nice, comfortable job in the 
IT industry, but had a calling for 
charitable work. So, he quit his job 
and started Sankara Eye Founda-
tion, USA along with his brother.  
How many would do such a dar-
ing thing?

Murali’s passion for Sankara 
is also motivated by his rare 
eye disorder for which he had 
an operation last year. He could 
have received the best eye treat-
ment in California where he lives, 
yet so deep is his trust in Sankara 
that he traveled to India and got 
his operation done in the Sankara 
hospital in Coimbatore, where he 
underwent a corneal transplant. 
This shows how he truly believes 
in the organization he supports. 
As they say, he puts his money 
where his mouth is.

Sankara is forging ahead 
under Murali’s dynamic and able 
leadership. They are proudly 
running 12 of their own eye hos-
pitals and 14 more eye hospitals 
in partnership with other organ-
izations that share Sankara’s 
vision with a passion.

I am very fortunate to be asso-
ciated with Sankara and Murali 
and wish them the very best in 
the future.

Dr Rajendra 
Modi
Ophthalmologist,
Community leader, NY

Sankara Eye Foundation, USA 
is the biggest and most reput-

ed charitable organization in India 
for eye diseases. It has the highest 
rating (4/4) on Charity Navigator.

I met Murali Krishnamurthi 
and Sundar Radhakrishnan about 
five years ago. I also met Dr R.V. 
Ramani,  founder of Sankara Eye 

Foundation, India. He is a noble and 
simple man. At the time Sankara was 
planning to open a hospital in Jodh-
pur but finally settled for Jaipur. 
We collected funds for this hospi-
tal through RANA (Rajasthan Asso-
ciation of North America). Together, 
we organized many fundraisers for 
the noble cause.

I have visited many Sankara eye 
hospitals in India. All of them are 
run efficiently. Their 80-20 system 
ensures each hospital is self-suffi-
cient.

Anybody who comes to Sankara 
camps is treated free and with 
dignity for cataract surgery. We have 
been holding successful eye camps 
every month in my hometown, Neem 
Ka Thana in Rajasthan, for the last 
five years. All the patients and their 
families return home happy.

Sankara’s ambitious goal of 
doing 1 million free surgeries by 
2030 is reachable because of their 
founders and leaders like Sundar ji 
and Murali ji. I wish them godspeed.  

SEF Executive Chairman’s Thank You Note
By Murali Krishnamurthy

It has been a long and reward-
ing journey. Initially, when 

we started to support free eye 
surgeries at Sankara’s hospital 
in Coimbatore around the year 
2020, we could raise only about 
$100,000 a year. Last year, we 
targeted $2 M!

There are too many support-
ers and donors to thank, but I 
will mention a few from our ear-
ly days and a few key players 
who made possible our newest 
hospital in Hyderabad.

Vijaya Aasuri has been 
a leader at the Bay Area Tel-
ugu Association (BATA). The 
entire BATA Team and the SEF 
Bay Area Volunteers have been 

working together for the past 20+ 
years. We used to set up booths at 
all their events.

When we embarked on our 

first replication of the Coimba-
tore eye hospital in Guntur, AP, my 
colleague at Remedy Corp., Nara-
yana Kala, brought many of his 
friends (many from AP) to SEF.

In 2003, the Telugu Association 
of North America (TANA)'s Con-
vention took place in the Bay Area. 
It worked out very well for build-
ing our Guntur hospital. Narayana 
Kala’s friends including our board 
member Venkat Maddipati and 
many others worked hard for the 
success of the convention and 
TANA opened the event to pro-
mote SEF and our Guntur project.

Jayaram Komati was TANA 
convener and he appealed to all 
the participants to go all out for 
SEF. We had a prominent booth 
and placed our promotional 

Ram is a Bay Area entrepreneur 
and former TiE President. He 
organized an online event called 
SEF-Envision-2020 and brought 
in several distinguished leaders 
from India and the USA. He is 
also a $100K+ donor.

Achyuth Reddy is a class-
mate of my brother Sridharan 
from IIT Madras. A civil engin-
eer, he played a key role in 
raising the Hyderabad hospi-
tal by bringing several $100K 
donors, planning the inaugur-
ation, interacting with the offi-
cials, and helping us meet build-
ing codes including fire safety.

Dr. R.V. Ramani, Ram Red-
dy, Achyuth Reddy and Venkat 
Maddipati used to have at least 
one meeting every fortnight to 
plan the entire project. I used to 
join occasionally.

Thank you, all.

material in Convention Registra-
tion bags. Vijaya Aasuri organized 
a Light Music event and auctioned 
songs to benefit the Guntur hospi-
tal. This association helped launch 
our journey in India.

Hema Chamraj and a small 
group of volunteers came up with 
a template for such partnerships 
and we applied that to all our cap-
ital projects including Karnataka, 
Gujarat, and Punjab.

Ram Reddy has been our sup-
porter for a long time. He played 
a critical role in SEF entering Tel-
angana by introducing us to the 
then Minister KT Rama Rao Garu 
who was instrumental in offering 
us leased land at a nominal cost 
to build our Hyderabad eye hos-
pital. It was inaugurated last year. 

Narayana Kala brought many of 
his friends to SEF
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Thank you for being part of our journey toward enhancing
healthcare through quality pharmaceutical products.

Let's continue to script a healthier world together...
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Heartiest Congratulations to

Wishing you a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year!
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What causes blindness? 
Can it be cured? Dr Kau-
shik Murali, President, 

Medical Administration at Sankara 
Eye Foundation India, is the best 
person to ask such questions.

While conceding that complete 
vision loss cannot be restored at 
present, he says that blindness can 
be prevented, which is the mis-
sion of Sankara. “As the popula-
tion ages and systemic diseases 
develop, vision impairment will 
continue to emerge. We can only 
reduce the burden and ensure 
there is no backlog.”

Sankara’s mission, Dr Kasu-
hik elaborates, is ensuring curable 
blindness is treated and where 
possible preventable causes are 
addressed. “Our Gift of Vision, rural 
outreach eyecare program, is very 
structured and has been active 
since 1990. This model elimin-
ates the barriers of availability, 
access, and affordability. We also 
run ‘Rainbow’ preventive eye care 
program for children and diabet-
ic retinopathy screening program.”

Blindness can be caused by a 
variety of conditions and at dif-
ferent stages of a person’s life, 
explains Dr Kaushik. Genetic condi-
tions could cause cataracts, struc-
tural changes in parts of the eye 
that result in blindness. Preterm 

COVER FEATURE

Sankara carries on the legacy of founders 
Dr R.V. Ramani and Dr Radha Ramani  

to ensure world-class eye care to all
children with certain contributing 
factors can develop conditions of 
the retina resulting at times in blind-
ness. As the child grows, refract-
ive errors (needing spectacle cor-
rection) can develop. Amblyopia or 
‘lazy eye’ also causes vision impair-
ment. With age, diabetes, hyper-
tension, and other autoimmune 
diseases can cause eye problems. 
Cataract and retinal degeneration 
develop. Glaucoma, corneal blind-
ness, and ocular tumors are other 
eye conditions of concern.

Dr Kaushik says that he was 
exposed to Sankara as a student 
at a school that held eye screening 
camps. He earned his post gradua-
tion in Ophthalmology at Sankara 
Eye Hospital in Coimbatore in 
2000. In 2008, when Sankara Eye 
Hospital opened in Bangalore, he 
returned to the city he grew up in.

As President, Medical Adminis-
tration since 2014, his role encom-
passes: 
•	 Implement processes to effect-

ively manage clinical policies 
implemented uniformly across 
the Sankara group. 

•	 Work with the medical team to 
develop and implement efficient 
standards, protocols, process-
es, decision support systems, 
reporting and benchmarks that 
support ongoing improvements 
of clinical operations, and pro-
mote quality eye care.

•	 Utilize business intelligence 
information through manage-
ment information systems to 
plan deployment and resource 
allocation. 

•	 Develop Sankara Academy of 
Vision into a center of excellence 
in eye care training, research, 
and consultancy. 

•	 Act as a thought leader in oph-
thalmology, providing the 
organization with information 
to retain relevance and identify 
opportunities. 

•	 Enable rollout of new centers in 

keeping with the organizational 
Vision 2030.

•	 Accountable for ensuring com-
pliance with accreditation and 
regulatory requirements for all 
healthcare services. 

•	 Adherence to faculty require-
ments, curriculum, and regula-
tory needs for all courses. 
His role is confined to Sankara’s 

13 hospitals, but some of the part-
ner institutions pay them visits to 
understand their successful pro-
cess and systems.

Sankara Eye Hospitals, he says, 
“carry on the legacy of our found-
ers Dr R.V. Ramani and Dr Radha 
Ramani to ensure world-class eye 
care to all irrespective of where 
you stay. We continue to pro-
actively provide access through 
our hospitals, vision centers, or 
our outreach eye care camps.”

Taking a senior leadership 
course at Instead in France helped 
Dr Kaushik evolve as a lead-
er, understand the best industry 
practices, and bring that learning 
into operations at Sankara. “Dur-
ing COVID we were able to ensure 
safety and keep our operations 
running, often being ahead of the 
wave in preparedness.”

The strategic management pro-
gram he did at Harvard brought 
together nonprofits from across 
the world. One of them was the 
Orpheus Symphony, which follows 

a model of distributed leadership 
sans the orchestra conductor. Says 
Dr Kaushik, “At our newer units we 
do not announce the leader. Doc-
tors step in for specific tasks to 
take leadership roles in areas they 
are particularly trained in or have 
a natural flair. Over time we can 
identify leadership. This model 
reaffirmed the strong governance 
system we have in India and see 
mirrored in SEF USA.”

To realize Vision 2030, Dr Kau-
shik sees Sankara’s hospitals ramp-
ing up their free eye surgery cap-
acity to 425,000 a year by then. 
“Ensuring that every surgery is 
performed adhering to the norms 
and enabling optimum recovery 
would be our focus. After all, each 
beneficiary is a human being, not 
a number.”

Dr Kaushik 
Murali

President, Medical 
Administration,

Sankara Eye Foundation, India

Brief Bio
Dr Kaushik Murali has 
an MBBS from Kastur-
ba Medical College, 
Mangalore, a DNB 
from Sankara Eye 

Hospital, Coimbatore, and Pediatric 
Ophthalmology at Sankara Netralaya. 
He also took management programs 
at Instead, France, and Harvard Busi-
ness School. He has collaborated with 
institutions such as the Harvard School 
of Public Health,  University of Bonn, 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Health on public health research pro-
jects. He was part of the Core Commit-
tee organizing the G20 Young Entre-
preneur Alliance meet in India in 2023.

Brief Bio
Bharath Balasubra- 
maniam has deve- 
loped the award- 
winning app SERVIS 
and is focused on 

automating every step of eye care out-
reach. He was recognized as an Eye 
Health Leader by the International 
Agency for the Prevention of Blind-
ness in 2014. In 2018, he was honored 
for Social Impact by the British Council 
Alumni Awards.

Besides a master’s in Computer 
Applications, Bharath has a master’s 
in Hospital Administration from the 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences and an 
MSc in Community Eye Health from the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropic-
al Medicine.

He is part of the board of SDMH, a 
500-bed multi-specialty hospital in Jai-
pur, and NGOs including Round Table 
India that works to construct class-
rooms in government schools and pro-
vide artificial limbs.

Bharath 
Balasubramaniam
President, Operations & Administration, 

Sankara Eye Foundation, India

Systems and processes have contributed 
to the success of Sankara

Bharath Balasubramaniam’s 
biggest contribution to 
Sankara’s mission of pre-

venting needless blindness is 
SERVIS (Sankara Electronic 
Remote Vision Information Sys-
tem) app. He developed it as an 
offline mobile-based application 
that is used to collect eye health 
data during household surveys:
•	 To focus on improving the effi-

ciency of eye care intervention 
projects.

•	 To increase the data accuracy 
for reporting and decision-mak-
ing.

•	 To predict the prevalence 
of eye-related disease.
At the micro level, Bha-

rat explains, the fieldwork-
er enters the patient details 
into the app. That informa-
tion gets saved and synced to the 
central server through the inter-
net. The on-the-spot QR code gen-
erated helps to track the patient at 
all stages. The database can then 

be analyzed at the organizational 
level to understand the field pro-
cesses and community response.

SERVIS app, Bharat says proud-
ly, “has helped focus on strategiz-

ing community eye care interven-
tion at Sankara and in improving 
the efficiency of the Gift of Vision 
program of SEF USA.”

Bharath has been associated 
with Sankara since 1994, first as 
a volunteer in the Sankara Youth 
Wing. In 2006, he took up the role 
of Administrator. Since 2014 he 
has been working as President, 
Operations & Administration. 
Sankara Eye Foundation has a ros-
ter of 2,800 employees, among 
them 400 are doctors.

Says he, “I am responsible for 
ensuring the success of the 
Community Outreach Pro-
gram of Sankara and making 
it into a self-sustaining mod-
el. We monitor and support 
the performance of various 
units across India. Our role 

is to improve productivity at eye 
camps and minimize dropouts in 
the post-operative reviews.”

The operations and admin head 
is also responsible for the exe-

cution of new projects as well as 
technology implementation and 
upgrades. He has to engage the 
donors at various stages through 
communication on fund allocation 
and utilization to meet objectives 
and targets achieved at the unit 
level and corporate level.

The department under Bharath 
focuses on the 13 Sankara hos-
pitals. Says he, “Technology has 
enabled us to scale to multiple 
locations across the country. All 
data, voice, and video between the 
units is seamless and real-time. A 
patient registered in one Sankara 
can visit any other Sankara Eye 
Hospital without carrying any 
paper because the medical rec-
ords are available through the 
Cloud. Our OPD is predominantly 
paperless with electronic medical 
records capturing and reporting 
patient information.”

Bharat believes that the sys-
tems and processes they have put 
in place at Sankara have ensured 

that the passion of the founders 
and the purpose of the organiza-
tion is converted to results. “Clear 
job description, key performance 
indicators, constant review, and 
monitoring have been important 
for our growth.” 

He sees Sankara India well 
poised to contribute 425,000+ 
free eye surgeries towards SEF-
USA’s Vision 2030.
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SEF USA’s Partner Hospitals add 
free eye surgery capacity

Partner Hospitals constitute the growth engine for Sankara Eye Foundation, USA’s 
Vision 2030: March to a Million .

From supporting one eye hos-
pital in Coimbatore Sankara 
Eye Foundation, USA has 

become the world’s largest free 
eye-care and eye-surgery initia-
tive! The strategy of partnering 
with existing like-minded eye hos-
pitals is paying dividends.

SEF, USA has supported a total 
of 528,000 free cataract surgeries 
in nine hospitals (navratna) since 
2017-18 when the Partner Pro-
gram began. The program serves 
the most needy states: Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Ben-
gal, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand 
and Odisha.

OpEx Partners
The hospitals to which SEF, USA 
provides operational costs have 
a combined free cataract surgery 
capacity of 70,000 annually. They 
are:
1.	 MGM Eye Institute (Raipur, 

Chhattisgarh) –annual free 
cataract surgery capacity: 
10,000

2.	 RKM Vivekananda Netralaya 
(Dehradun, Uttarakhand) –
free cataract surgery  capacity: 
15,000

3.	 Siliguri Greater Lions Eye Hos-
pital (Siliguri, West Bengal) –
free cataract surgery  capacity: 
15,000

4.	 Nanritam Lokeswarananda Eye 
Hospital (Purulia, West Ben-
gal) - free cataract  surgery cap-
acity: 15,000

5.	 Vision India Foundation, 
Trilochan Netralaya (Sambhal-
pur, Odisha) free cataract  sur-
gery capacity: 15,000

CapEx Partners
The hospitals to which SEF, USA 
has been providing  Capital 
Expenditure (CapEx) have a com-
bined free cataract surgery cap-
acity of 380,000 annually. They 
are:
1.	 AJEH Center of Excellence 

(Mastichak, Bihar) – free cata-
ract surgery capacity: 210,000. 
(Profiled on page 31) 

2.	 PBMA (Pune and Solapur, 
Maharashtra) -  free cataract 
surgery capacity: 75,000

3.	 KKM (Mathura, UP): free cata-
ract surgery capacity: 60,000 

4.	 NEH (Purulia, West Bengal) - 
free cataract surgery capacity: 
35,000

PBMA’s HV Desai 
Eye Hospital, Pune
The Poona Blind Men’s Associ-
ation was established in  1952 by 

T.S. Bamankar, who was visually 
impaired. Niranjan Pandya joined 
PBMA in 1966 and spearheaded 
many projects with other nonprof-
its.

PBMA’s 95-bed H.V. Desai 
Eye Hospital came up in Pune in 
2000. It is NABH accredited and 
has received acclaim nationally 
and internationally. Their Kanta-
laxmi Shah Eye Hospital in Nan-
durbar followed in 2007 and the 
Shankarseth Sabale Eye Hospital 
in  Solapur is in progress.

 
Association with SEF USA

SEF USA onboarded PBMA as a 
partner hospital in  2021-22 and 
has funded 8,000 free cataract 
surgeries. It has provided/com-
mitted CapEx funding of Rs 26 
crore for the Pune and Solapur 
projects. That would increase the 
free cataract surgery capacity at 
the two locations to 75,000 annu-
ally.

The HV Desai Eye Hospital is 
adding wards for free cataract 
patients to double the free patient 
capacity from 25,000 to 55,000 
annually. Of the CapEx layout of 

about Rs 20 crore, SEF USA con-
tributed Rs 10 crore.

PBMA’s eye care vertical has a 
flourishing paid surgery practice 
making it operationally self-suffi-
cient.

Services offered: Cataract, 
glaucoma, retina, oculoplasty, cor-
nea, and related procedures like 
squint. 

Leadership: Parvez Billimor-
ia is the Executive Director of  HV 
Desai Eye Hospital. Nitin Desai is 
the Chairman of the hospital and 
PBMA.  

Kalyanam Karoti, 
Mathura (KKM)

KKM is a charitable organization 
focused on improving the qual-
ity of life for the disabled and 
marginalized community in India 
through affordable and accessible 
treatment, education, surgery, and 
rehabilitation.

KKM started its eye hospital 
named Shree Jee Baba Chikitsaa 
Sansthan in 1996.  Their oper-
ations include an orthopedic and 
prosthetics center and a school 

for those with learning disabilities 
and hearing impairment.

KKM has been providing free 
eye surgeries to the indigent with 
a 90:10 ratio of free: paid cataract 
surgeries. After the growing real-
ization of their inability to rely on 
external donations, they are mov-
ing to a more balanced approach. 
For outreach, they organize  20+ 
monthly camps at predetermined 
locations.

 Association with SEF USA
SEF USA onboarded KKM as a part-
ner hospital in 2019-20 with an 
initial funding tranche for 5,000 
surgeries. Realizing  that KKM had 
a database of patients needing 
surgeries, had capacity and man-
power, but lacked funding. SEF 
USA has funded a total of 23,000 
free cataract surgeries over the 
years.

KKM has embarked on an ambi-
tious hospital project in the Math-
ura area, which will become the 
new tertiary eye hospital.  It will 
have an annual free surgery cap-
acity of 60,000 in its 1st phase, 
to be further increased in the 2nd 

phase. Of its CapEx outlay of Rs 45 
crore, SEF USA committed Rs 30 
crore.  

KKM plans to continue devel-
oping its paid surgery practice to 
achieve self-sufficiency over five 
years.  In the interim, they will 
focus on expanding their donor 
base to help with ongoing operat-
ing expenses.

Services offered: Cataract, 
glaucoma, cornea and related pro-
cedures like squint. 

Leadership: Sunil Kumar Shar-
ma is the Chairman.

Netaji Eye Hospital 
(NEH), Purulia

Netaji Eye Hospital traces its roots 
to 1938 when Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, during the free-
dom struggle, implored his com-
rade Annada Prasad Chakraborty 
(the pre-sanyas name of Swami 
Asimananda) to address the prob-
lem of blindness among the desti-
tute population of Purulia district 
in West Bengal.

From early camp-based treat-
ment in 1953 to a 10-bed eye hos-
pital in 1954 to its current 100-
bed facility in Ramchandrapur 
village, NEH  has a rich history 
of providing quality eye care and 
surgeries in areas of West Bengal, 
Jharkhand and Bihar under the 
aegis of Sri Sri Bijoykrishna Ash-
ram Relief Society.

Association with SEF USA
NEH has recently completed a 
major renovation project at its 
base hospital in Ramchandrapur, 
increasing the free surgery cap-
acity from 12,000 annually to 
34,000. The Capital Expenditure 
outlay was Rs 6.4 crore, of which 
SEF USA contributed Rs 5.2 crore. 
Plans are to provide family accom-
modation in Asansol for doctors. 
From the outlay of  Rs 2 crore, SEF 
USA is expected to contribute Rs 
1.5 crore.

SEF USA onboarded NEH in  
2019-20 and has supported a total 
of 40,000 free surgeries. An initial 
pilot funding tranche of Rs 40 lakh 
during 2019-20 was used by NEH 
for purchasing 2 buses for trans-
porting camp patients to the hos-
pital for free surgeries.

Services offered: Cataract & 
IOL, glaucoma, cornea, vitreo-ret-
inal, comprehensive eye check-
up and pediatric eye care, ocular 
microbiology, in-house medicine 
center, and optical dispensing.

Leadership Team: Himadri 
Sekhar Chakraborty is General 
Secretary & CEO Netaji Eye Hos-
pitals.

Vision 2030: March to a Million
14 Partner Hospitals

(As of September 2023)
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SEF, USA has helped AJEH 1.0 
reinvent as AJEH 2.0

Mritunjay Kumar Tiwary, founder of AJEH, has the challenge of delivering 200,000 free  
eye surgeries annually to their partner, Sankara Eye Foundation, USA. But he is confident of success. 

He spoke to The South Asian Times about his motivation and mission.

 Tell us about the beginnings of your journey.
 My involvement with rural eye care started about 20 

years back when I came to the village of Mastichak, near 
Patna in Bihar, and met Pandit Ramesh Ji (also known as 
Shukla Baba), one of the first disciples of Acharya Shriram 
Sharma, the founder of Gayatri Pariwar. He inspired me to 
think about giving back to the poorest sections of society. 
Being in Mastichak at the time, I decided to start the hospital 
there. We began with 10 beds in the local temple premises.

 Why choose blindness as your cause?
 On one of my earlier visits to Bihar, I met a blind farmer 

along with his 10-year-old daughter. He was turned away 
from a local district hospital because there was no eye 
surgeon there. In India, a farmer retires when he dies or 
is incapacitated, and the biggest cause of incapacitation is 
blindness. So, this person lost his eyesight and his livelihood, 
but more importantly, his daughter was also pulled out of 
school to take care of him. That made me realize that restor-
ing eyesight is important for restoring livelihoods.

Brief Bio
Mritunjay Kumar Tiwary is the founder and Head of 
Projects at the Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital (AJEH), Masti-
chak, Bihar. He started AJEH with a strong belief that 
eye health delivered innovatively can alleviate poverty, 
improve gender parity, and enhance social capital in 

the low-income states of India. AJEH, one of the top 5 charitable eye 
hospitals in India today, offers world-class eye care services, including 
all sub-specialties, and performs over 65,000 surgeries annually, 80% of 
which are free, and impacts the lives of one million people every year.

Their ‘Football to Eyeball’ talent creation initiative aims to tackle the 
problem of child marriage and gender inequality in Bihar by providing 
equal opportunities and employment to girls from rural areas. 140 girls 
have so far been trained under this program and 30 are being added to 
the scheme every year. Mritunjay was given the Reliance - CNN IBN Real 
Heroes Award in 2010 for this initiative.

of which about 80% are free. We have five surgical centers of 
varying sizes, the largest being the AJCOE. 

Following the lead of Sankara, we have also developed our 
own Vision 2030. Between 2022 and 2030, we aspire to do a 
cumulative 2 million eye surgeries, of which 1.6 million will 
be free. So this decade, we plan to do at least 200,000 free 
surgeries annually. We also aim to be self-sufficient by 2030.

Our mission has always been to make Bihar blindness 
free. Bihar has the third largest population in India, so there 
is a huge cluster of blindness and visual impairment. It is 
also the poorest state, so the combined problem is immense. 

You may have the noblest of causes, but only when you 
have a partner who supports you in every manner can you 
achieve something on a big scale. With Sankara as our part-
ner, we can scale up. More importantly, we want to serve 
patients irrespective of their capacity to pay. That is the 
legacy we hope to create.

 How has your relationship with SEF, USA helped 
AJEH?

 In 2017 we became partners of SEF, USA. With Sankara, we 
learned how to bring in professionalism and dynamism into 
the project while keeping the spiritual foundation strongly 
intact. Our first project together was building the Akhand Jyoti 
Center of Excellence (AJCOE), which was inaugurated in Octo-
ber 2023 - a 500-bed state-of-the-art facility. The strong back-
ing of SEF, USA has helped AJEH 1.0 reinvent as AJEH 2.0. The 
key element is that they bought into our philosophy, under-
stood our model, and supported us.

 What is the Football to Eyeball program?
 It is the flagship program of AJEH. Poverty and blind-

ness have a cause-and-effect relationship. But when both are 
present together, women are also marginalized. So to uplift 
rural women, we started this program for their education, 
employment, and reformation. Our first pillar of focus is eye 
health – we know it well, know the implementation, and we’ve 
not even scratched the surface as far as the scale of the prob-
lem is concerned.

Our second pillar is commitment to low-income geograph-
ies. All our hospitals are in villages, among paddy fields.

Third, women will be at the core of everything we do. 
Hence, the Football to Eyeball program. I used to be a profes-
sional footballer and one day at a local school, I saw three 
girls in salwar suits kicking around a roll of paper. I asked 
them what they were doing and they said, “We are playing 
football.” They used to see the boys play in the football field, 
but they could not go and play.

I thought then that we could use football as an icebreaker 
to draw out girls from their houses and help them train. But 
it took almost six months for the first girl to come in, because 
there was so much taboo.

We had to offer an incentive. We said, “If you allow your 
girl to play football and send her to a hostel, we will sponsor 
the cost of her education and help her become an optomet-
rist,” which here they think is a junior doctor. We also made 
the condition that the girls would not be married off before the 
age of 21. It was then the girls slowly started coming. Today 
about 50 to 60 girls play at state levels. With the optometry 
course as a backbone of the program, the girls can earn for 
themselves once they become optometrists.

 What are your expansion plans at AJEH?
 Every year we screen and give primary care to more than 

500,000 people. This year we aim to do 100,000 surgeries out 

Mritunjay Kumar Tiwary
Founder, Project Head & Executive Trustee

Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital (AJEH)

AJEH’s ‘Football to Eyeball’ talent creation initiative aims to tackle the problem of child marriage and gender 
inequality in Bihar by providing equal opportunities and employment to girls from rural areas.

Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital is owned and run by the 
Yugrishi Shriram Sharma Acharya Charitable 

Trust. Performing over 70,000 surgeries annually, of 
which 80% are free to the poor, it is the largest eye hospi-
tal in Eastern India. Driven by a compassionate and ex-
perienced team of  doctors and clinical staff, Akhand Jy-
oti Eye Hospital has been working for the last 17+ years, 
towards eliminating curable blindness from Bihar by 
providing comprehensive, accessible, high-quality eye 
care services to people in low-income areas.

The hospital was started in December 2006 at the 
village Mastichak, 60 km from Patna, Bihar. This year, 
AJEH inaugurated its 'Centre of  Excellence', a 500-bed 
facility in Mastichak. Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital focus-
es on restoring the vision of  blind patients due to cata-
racts with the belief  that restoring vision also restores 
the dignity, hope and livelihood of  the person.

Today its mission is to spearhead in Bihar the elim-
ination of  curable blindness by 2026 and lay the founda-
tions of  financial sustainability of  operations post 2026.

Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital

AJEH main hospital in Mastichak village in Bihar is among 
the top five charitable eye care hospitals in India
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Executive Council is the  
action arm of Sankara, USA

The Executive Committee functions as the driving force to translate the directives and strategies 
outlined by the Sankara Board into actions and results. EC acts as a bridge between the strategic 

decisions made at the higher level and their execution to achieve organizational goals.
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Raj Panchapakesan 
EC Member

ly started volunteering thinking that I would 
be able to make people’s lives better. Little 
did I know then that this work would enrich 
my own life and bring so much happiness 
to me. What I have received from Sankara 
is way more than what I might have given 
back! 

As an accounting professional, I was also 
greatly impressed by Sankara’s transpar-
ency, accountability, and feedback process. 
My belief in Sankara’s cause and credibility 
also inspired friends and family to become 
donors and supporters. 

As an EC member, I lead social media 
marketing strategies for all channels to 
spread awareness about the cause.

At Sankara, we interact with people right 

my volunteering with Sankara began – after 
a personal tragedy.

In 2004, I lost my father in a car accident. 
Devastated by grief I knew I had to find a 
meaningful way to deal with the loss. 

My mother suggested volunteering with 
Sankara. So, in 2005, I reached out to SEF, 
USA’s founder, Murali Krishnamurthy, and 
his wife, Kala Murali. During that long con-
versation with both about Sankara’s work, I 
found my cause. 

Muraliji and Kalaji were very passionate 
about Sankara.  At that time the Sankara Eye 
Hospital project in Anand, Gujarat, was in 
the works. I met a lot of volunteers and was 
amazed by their enthusiasm and dedication. 

The rest, as they say, is history. I initial-

Four volunteer members of the Executive Council talk about their motivation in working for 
Sankara and how they identify with its mission and vision.

volunteers and created a focus group called 
‘Focus AP - 750K’  to collaborate and raise 
$750,000 for the Guntur project. 

We approached leading Telugu associ-
ations like Telugu Association of North Amer-
ica (TANA), the American Telugu Association 
(ATA), and the Bay Area Telugu Association 
(BATA). We identified community champions 
like Shri Jayaram Komati to provide a fund-
raising platform. Together we found cre-
ative ways to raise funds, meet HNI (high net 
worth) donors, and motivate the commun-
ity. We exceeded our targets and raised more 
than $1 million for the Guntur project.  

Leveraging community support became a 
template for fundraising for all future hospi-
tals where we enabled the community to own 
the cause and raise funds. 

I continued to drive hospital fundrais-
ing for SEF’s Bangalore and Shimoga hospi-
tals using the same best practices. As an EC 
member, I wanted to be involved in strategy, 
operations, and marketing. I moved towards 
driving the marketing activities, developing 
content, and disseminating it through mul-
tiple channels like web, social media, print 
and TV.

I will continue to collaborate with the team 
to drive Vision2030 towards success.

Hema Chamraj
EC Member

I was introduced to SEF, USA, and motiv-
ated to join the cause by my husband, 

Rajiv Chamraj, who was collaborating 
with SEF, USA  leaders on developing a 
bold vision to eradicate curable blindness.  

Since I was fluent in multiple lan-
guages including Telugu, I volunteered 
to lead the Guntur project in Andhra Pra-
desh with Shri Narayana Kala. To make 
headway, we needed to bring the Telugu 
community on board and ensure they 
felt aligned with the cause. We formed a 
team of like-minded people from the Tel-
ugu community along with other SEF, USA 

Smita Patel
EC Member

In 2006, Divyogi Patel, a close family 
friend from our days in Africa, was 

working on expanding SEF to Anand, Gu-
jarat, and invited me to the first Focus 
Gujarat meeting at his house. It was in-
spirational to know that our efforts could 
make a huge difference in the people 
suffering needlessly from blindness. Af-
ter that, there was no turning back.

I was blown away by the amazing 
work done by the dedicated volunteers 
in the US and the staff in India. Just the 
thought that a simple surgery costing 
only $30 could give someone a new 

lease on life was very empowering.
For the first few years, we worked 

on raising awareness and funds to build 
the Sankara Hospital in Anand by trav-
eling all over the country, attending con-
ventions by the American Asian Hotel 
Owners Association (AAHOA), AAPI, New 
York’s India Independence Day Parade, 
etc and everywhere we developed great 
relationships for SEF and collected dona-
tions for the Anand Hospital.

Coming from a Biochemistry back-
ground, volunteering for SEF has given 
me opportunities to learn new skills in 
marketing, computing, graphic design 
and by putting my scientific detail-ori-
ented training to use. I love coming up 
with innovative ways to help things move 
for the team. After the Anand Hospital 
opened in 2008, I have continued to help 
with managing SEF marketing, collateral, 
and events for all our US chapters.

SEF is a wonderful second family 
for me and it is an honor to be working 
with dedicated volunteers who put their 
heart and soul into this noble organiza-
tion and make a huge difference in the 
lives of thousands of underprivileged 
folks who need our help.

I also coordinated for 
the Sankara Hospital in 
Ludhiana, Punjab. It was 
an incredible experience 
that taught me valuable 
lessons about project 
management,  fundrais-
ing, as well as working 
with the government 
system. 

My motivation to vol-
unteer comes from the selfless leadership 
of Dr R.V. Ramani and Dr Radha Ramani in 
India, and Murali Krishnamurthy and Kala 
Murali in the US, as well as the loving team 

noble cause. 
My father had cata-

ract surgery on both eyes 
and suffered from com-
plications. I could see 
how it affected his con-
fidence. That moved me 
to become more actively 
involved with SEF, USA.

In 2004-05 when we launched iWalk to 
raise funds for Sankara, I introduced the 
idea of bringing in sponsorships. To this 
day, I help manage sponsorships for events. 

from eight-year-old children to 80-year-
old seniors. They can be students, pro-
fessionals, or CEOs. We have to be 
respectful and get the organization’s 
needs met while managing projects. I 
don’t think any B-school in the world 
can teach what my volunteering experi-
ence taught me. The opportunity to help 
is precious because it gave me a purpose 
to work for.  

For my volunteer work at Sankara, I 
was given the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award signed by President George 
W. Bush in 2008. 

My father believed in living a life of 
service and making each day count. I am 
just trying to walk in his footsteps.

Sonal Solanki 
EC Member

There is a saying that when you are 
down, lift someone up. That is how 

of volunteers. I would love to contribute 
to the Vision 2030 strategy. I am grate-
ful to be part of a selfless family/organiz-
ation where God has given me a chance 
to give back to the community. In a way, 
SEF, USA has given me a purpose in life.

I want to express my sincere grati-
tude to Dr. Ramani for initiating this 
movement, and to Murali and Sridhar for 
bringing it to the USA. I am deeply grate-
ful to them for allowing us to be a part of 
this selfless movement and providing us 
with an eye-opening experience both fig-
uratively and literally. We are now ready 
to move forward towards Vision 2030.

In Tamil, there is a saying: “Thanathil 
sirandadu Kan daanam”. It means that 

the highest form of giving is donating 
your eyes. This quote has always reson-
ated with me. 

I first learned about SEF, USA from 
Namaste America programs two dec-
ades ago. Around 1999-2000, I met 
Kala Murali at the Chinmaya Mission, 
and I found the opportunity to volunteer 
with the best organization working for a 
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SEF, USA chapters across the country 
are writing its growth story

All the chapters are run by volunteers. They host large-scale Navratri dandia, music concerts, and 
community events in collaboration with SEF, USA headquartered in San Jose, CA, to raise funds for 

Sankara’s cause of eliminating curable blindness in rural India.

Bay Area Volunteer Team at the Be the Vision Gala in Dectember 2023

The Austin chapter of SEF, 
USA was started in 2014 with 
a small but enthusiastic team 
of volunteers. They have now 
grown to about 95 volunteers, 
including a youth component.

Since its inception, this 
chapter has regularly organ-
ized community fundraising 
events such as Holi celebra-
tions, banquets, walkathons, 
and mobile eye clinics. Think-
ing big, they have done Bol-

lywood music concerts with 
Shreya Ghoshal and Shan-
kar Ehsaan Loy, and a classic-
al music show featuring Tarun 
Bhattacharya.

Last year, the chapter par-
ticipated in the Parade of India 
celebration in Austin. Their 
Dandia is a much-anticipated 
calendar event, which has 
grown from 500 participants 
in 2016 to attracting 3,000 in 
2023.

Austin Chapter

The Houston chapter was started almost a 
decade ago by dedicated volunteers experi-
enced in non-profit management. Their sig-
nature event  is the Annual Donor Apprecia-
tion Dinner every November which garners 
funds from generous donors and patrons 
for the Sankara cause of eradicating cur-
able blindness in rural India. The chapter 
also provides volunteer team-building and 
leadership opportunities. It hopes to organ-
ize more events such as an annual Holi 
event, Bollywood shows, and other outreach 
efforts, all of which require more volunteers.

Houston

The Bay Area chapter was founded 
in 1998 in Milpitas, CA. It serves 
as the headquarters for SEF, USA 
from which the Board Members 
and veteran volunteers guide all 
other chapters. A modest team of 

San Francisco Bay Area
three started this journey, which 
has now flourished into a powerful 
movement of 200+ volunteers. 
The SF Bay Area chapter caters 
to all the functional needs of the 
organization including donor 

care, marketing, fundraising, and 
accounting.

Fundraiser events have 
played a key role in the growth 
of SEF, USA. The biggest events 
are the Navratri Dandias which 
draw large crowds of over 
6,000 people.  Bollywood music 

concerts featuring singers like 
Sonu Nigam and Shreya Ghoshal 
have been big draws in the past. 
They also host donor banquets, 
weekly booths, corporate giving, 
and individual fundraising 
campaigns.

These volunteer-led efforts 

provide a continuous flow of 
funds, which are directed to 
eliminate curable blindness 
in India. Given the scale of 
operations and the aggressive 
goals set by the Vision 2030 
program, they are constantly in 
need of more volunteers.
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Dallas
Active in the Dallas-Fort Worth metro-
plex, this chapter began in 2000 and 
has seen exponential growth with over 
150 youth and adult volunteers today.  
To raise funds, they have organized 
successful musical concerts, featuring 
singers such as Hariharan and Shan-
kar Ehsaan Loy.

 Southern California
The Los Angeles chapter’s dedicat-
ed team organizes various events 
throughout the year to garner 
funds and spread awareness about 
Sankara’s mission. Some success-
ful fundraisers hosted by them 
have included Bollywood music-
al concerts featuring singers like 
Sonu Nigam and Shreya Ghoshal, 
the Falguni Pathak Dandia and 
Holi events.

The Southern California chap-
ters have many volunteers who 
are spread across Los Angeles, 
Orange, Ventura, and Riverside 
counties. They host events cater-
ing to these areas and welcome 
new, enthusiastic volunteers.

Simi Valley

Detroit
The Detroit chapter organized 
its first successful fundraiser, 
a musical concert, in 2008. It 
was followed by Sangam - a 
trigulbandi of Hindustani, Car-
natic music, and Odissi dance 
featuring leading artists from 
India. The chapter now rais-

Phoenix
Started in 2003, this chapter focused 
initially on spreading awareness about 
Sankara’s mission by setting up booths 
at Indian community events. In 2006, the 
volunteers’ team organized a successful 
fundraising concert featuring renowned 
vocalist Dr Balamurali Krishna, in asso-
ciation with the Arizona Telugu Asso-
ciation, followed by another concert by 
Hariharan.

Washington DC

 New York Tri-state
The New York, New Jersey, and 
the Tri-State area  chapters are 
driven by committed volunteers 
who actively engage in creating 
mission awareness and mobiliz-
ing funds for Sankara Eye Founda-
tion, India. Young and old, the vol-
unteers bring in a range of ideas 
and experiences to fulfill their mis-
sion. In the summers, they host 
information booths at fairs, expos 
and parades to bring awareness 

The Simi Valley chapter in Cal-
ifornia has a group of dedi-
cated volunteers who come 
together to organize several 
fundraising events through-
out the year to garner funds 
and spread awareness about 
Sankara Eye Foundation’s mis-
sion. This chapter also has an 
active Youth wing. They organ-

A group of dedicated volunteers got 
together from Maryland and Vir-
ginia to start this chapter in the cap-
ital city. 

They support Sankara Eye 
through various local activities. 
An internship program is being 
developed to help students volun-
teer for the Sankara cause and learn 
critical life skills.

Since 2017, the Dallas team has been 
hosting the popular 5K Walkathon every 
year. From 2018, they added an annual 
Bollywood Dandia event. Both have con-
sistently produced a high return on invest-
ment, created brand awareness, and ener-
gized the volunteers.

The Dallas chapter is proud to report that 
since 2017, they have contributed to more 
than 10,000 free eye surgeries in India.

es funds by partnering with 
major regional associations 
through "Giving back to 
Community" musical events.

In recent years, their 
activities have included set-
ting up booths at India's 
Independence Day celebra-
tions, as well as at religious 
and cultural events.

about SEF, USA’s role as the lar-
gest provider of free eye care 
in India. Their diverse fundrais-
ers include cultural concerts, 5K 
walks, art shows, donor appreci-
ation evenings, and fundraising 
galas.

The Tri-State teams also hold 
meetings with small groups of 
donors to update them about 
Sankara Eye Foundation's pro-
jects in India. Dandia events, 
hugely successful for some other 
chapters, are also envisaged.

Seattle
The Seattle chapter is led by 
enthusiastic volunteers. The Micro-
soft Giving Campaign has been a 
leading source of grants by match-
ing employee donations. Much of 
this is a result of the awareness 
campaigns led by the Seattle chap-
ter. They have also organized crick-
et tournaments, Dandiya events, 
and poker tournaments for fund-
raising for Sankara.

ize annual events such as 
Walk for Vision, Dandia, the 
Youth Entrepreneur Work-
shop. The Penny for an Eye 
drive is youth volunteers’ 
responsibility. Their vol-
unteers are spread across 
Orange County, Los Angeles 
County, and Ventura Coun-
ty.
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It's a wrap! Bollywood bids 
adieu to 2023 by setting 

box office on fire
As we bid fare-

well to 2023, it 
becomes indisput-
able that this year 
has been a crescendo 

in the symphony of curated entertainment. The curtain falls 
on an extraordinary chapter where the Indian audience not 
only embraced the familiar silver screen but also ventured 
into uncharted territories of live entertainment, exploring the 
vast and diverse world of cinema.

Skyrocketing box-office collections
After a dull phase of nearly two years, Bollywood got back 
its mojo in 2023. Multiplexes witnessed increased foot-
falls as Hindi films such as 'Pathaan', 'Gadar 2', 'Jawan' and 
'Animal', among others, have finally succeeded in attract-
ing audiences to theatres. According to a report by Ormax 
Media, Hindi films raked in 41 per cent of the money in 
2023 between January and November; the collections saw 

an increase of seven per cent over the same per-
iod last year. In a staggering display of cinematic 
prowess, the box office receipts for the first nine 
months of 2023 skyrocketed to a monumental 
Rs 8,798 crore, setting up a historic milestone.

SRK alone contributed over 50 pc to 
Bollywood’s total earnings

Bollywood's King Khan made a 
triumphant return to the sil-

ver screen after nearly five years. 
His latest release 'Dunki' crossed 
the Rs 200-crore milestone in 
India and has already earned a 
total of Rs 400-crore worldwide. 
The actor's box-office supremacy 
yielded a mind-boggling total of Rs 
2,600-crore in a single year. 

Major hits and misses

'Pathaan', the superstar’s 
first release of 2023, grossed 
Rs 1,050.30-crore while 'Jaw-
an' grossed Rs 1,148.32-crore 
and 'Dunki' has now crossed Rs 
400-crore.

This is more than 50 per cent 
of Bollywood’s total earnings 
in 2023, which amounted to Rs 
4,400-crore.

The year 2023 proved lucky 
for Bollywood but amidst high 

expectations, there were also some 
big titles that failed to capitalise on 
the great theatrical boom of Hindi 
movies post pandemic, ultimately 
falling flat at the box office.

‘Animal’ did not just become 
one of the biggest blockbusters of 
the year but also marked Ranbir 
Kapoor’s comeback as a perform-
er. The film earned a total collec-
tion of Rs 540.86 crore at the box 
office (still counting). High-octane 
entertainers 'Pathaan' and 'Jawaan' 
were instant hits, followed by  'Gad-
ar 2', a sequel to 2000 hit 'Gadar: 
Ek Prem Katha'. In 'Tiger 3', Salman 
Khan returned as super spy Avi-
nash Singh Rathore aka Tiger in the 
third part of his eponymous movie 
franchise. 'Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem 
Kahaani',: Karan Johar's seventh 

full-fledged feature not only became 
one of the highest grossing films of 
the filmmaker's career, but is also 
his most talked-about and progres-
sive movie till date.

As for the flops, Kangana Ranaut 
had another forgettable year as 
'Tejas', which featured her as an 
Indian Air Force pilot, turned out to 
be a colossal disappointment. This 
was followed by 'The Vaccine War', 
'Bholaa', 'Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan' 
and 'Aadipurush', which was the 
most controversial film of 2023.

The comeback year
Last year marked some remarkable comebacks in the Bolly-

wood industry. Several celebrities, who were on a hiatus, 
have made impressive returns, which included Bollywwod 
badshah Shah Rukh Khan. Akshay Kumar made a comeback 
with two successful films -- 'OMG 2' and 'Mission Raniganj'.

The most impressive comeback of the year was by Deol broth-
ers -- Sunny and Bobby. While the elder Deol set the B-Town cash 
register ringing, the younger one had a 10-minute role in Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga’s ‘Animal’ and became the talk of the town.

'Gadar 2' brought back India's most loved 
family of Tara Singh, played by Sunny 

Deol. (Photo courtesy: Instagram)

'Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan' didn't 
click with the audience, while 

'Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani' 
won hearts. (Photo: Instagram)

Bollywood Round Up 2023
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India in 2024: A rising giant 
poised for growth

New Year Special

By Rajesh Mehta &  
Sunny Sabharwal

2023 has been a remarkable year for 
India. Despite global economic uncer-
tainties, the country has emerged as 

a beacon of growth, showcasing resilience 
and potential. As we look towards 2024, the 
future appears bright, with a multitude of 
promising sectors and opportunities waiting 
to be seized. 

Growth story of 2023
India’s economy grew at an impressive 
7.2% in 2023, solidifying its position as 
the fastest-growing major economy in the 
world. This robust growth was driven by 
several factors. Firstly, consumer spending 
remained strong, fuelled by rising incomes 
and government initiatives like the ‘Make in 
India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ programs. 

Secondly, Foreign direct investment (FDI) 
inflows reached a record high, exceeding 
$83 billion in 2023. This substantial invest-
ment fuelled AI/tech space, infrastructure 
development, renewables and manufac-
turing industries. Next, with a young and 
increasingly skilled workforce, India enjoys 
a demographic dividend that is expected to 
continue driving economic growth in the 
coming years. 

Lastly, the government implemented 
various reforms to improve the business cli-
mate and attract investments. These reforms 
included streamlining regulations, reducing 
red tape, and focusing on digitalization.

As India embarks on its journey towards 
a $5 trillion economy by 2025, several sec-
tors are poised to play a pivotal role in its 
growth trajectory. Let’s look at the Indi-
an healthcare sector which is currently val-
ued at $372 billion and is projected to reach 
$658 billion by 2025, growing at a CAGR of 
16.2%. 

This growth is driven by rising dispos-
able incomes, increasing awareness about 
health insurance, and government initiatives 
like Ayushman Bharat. With rising health-
care demands and a growing middle class, 
the demand for advanced medical services, 
diagnostic facilities, and specialized health-
care professionals is expected to surge. 

Additionally, the integration of technol-
ogy through telemedicine, electronic med-
ical records, and AI-powered diagnostics 
is expected to further enhance healthcare 
delivery and accessibility. This sector holds 
immense potential for both domestic and 
foreign investment, particularly in areas like 
medical tourism, digital health platforms, 
and innovative medical technology.

AI is another sector which is expected to 
be adopted across various sectors, including 
healthcare, finance, agriculture, and manu-
facturing and hence boost growth for the 
Indian economy. The sector is expected to 
reach $7.8 billion by 2025, with a CAGR 
of 20.2 percent between 2020 and 2025, 
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according to data company IDC. 
The Indian government is actively pro-

moting AI development through initiatives 
like the National AI Mission and the estab-
lishment of AI Centers of Excellence which 
will fuel further innovation and collabora-
tion in the space. As of May 2023, the Gen-
erative AI sector in India featured over 60 
startups focused on delivering solutions and 
services to clients in diverse industry sec-
tors. The demand for skilled AI professionals 
will continue to grow, leading to an increase 
in training programs and educational initia-
tives. 

In April, the Cabinet Committee on Sec-
urity (CCS) gave its approval to the Indi-
an Space Policy, 2023, emphasizing the 
involvement of the private sector. The 
industry has garnered $112 million in fund-
ing in 2022, reflecting a 22% increase year 
on year and $62 million in funding during 
the initial half of 2023, a remarkable 60% 
surge compared to previous year. There 
will be a growing emphasis on developing 
smaller satellites and launch vehicles, which 
are more cost-effective and agile. We can 
expect to see increased utilization of space-
based technologies for various applications 
like Earth observation, navigation, and com-
munication which will have a significant 
impact on sectors like agriculture, disaster 
management, and urban planning. Further, 
India is actively collaborating with other 
spacefaring nations on various projects and 
will contribute to knowledge sharing, tech-
nology transfer, and joint space exploration 
endeavors.

Eyes worldwide are also watching the 
Indian fintech market which is one of the 
fastest-growing globally, valued at USD 70 
billion in 2023 and projected to reach $150 
billion by 2025. This growth is fuelled by 
government initiatives like Digital India, 
the rise of mobile internet penetration, and 

a young tech-savvy population. With the 
increasing adoption of mobile wallets, digit-
al payments, and online financial services, 
the fintech landscape in India is expected 
to witness continued expansion. New-age 
technologies like blockchain, artificial intel-
ligence, and big data are expected to further 
revolutionize the sector, creating opportun-
ities in areas like lending, wealth manage-
ment, and insurance. Moreover, the govern-
ment’s focus on financial inclusion and the 
rise of neobanks are poised to bring a large 
unbanked population into the formal finan-
cial system, further fuelling growth.

India has set ambitious targets for renew-
able energy, aiming to achieve 500 GW of 
non-fossil fuel-based power capacity by 
2030. The government’s supportive policies, 
falling costs of renewable energy technolo-
gies, and growing environmental concerns 
are driving investments in this sector. With 
a vast potential for solar and wind energy, 
India is poised to become a global leader in 
renewable energy. 

Globally, nations are focussing on 
replacing fossil fuel driven vehicles. Among 
the various alternatives being developed 
by nations, the electric vehicle (EV) market 
is most promising. This growth will create 
opportunities in EV manufacturing, char-
ging infrastructure development, battery 
technology, and related services. Addition-
ally, the traditional automobile sector is 
expected to witness significant changes with 
the transition towards electric and hybrid 
vehicles, presenting opportunities for innov-
ation and adaptation.

Challenges abound
Despite its promising trajectory, India 
faces several challenges in its path towards 
becoming a global economic powerhouse. 
India’s current account deficit (CAD) is 
expected to widen in 2024 due to rising 

import costs and a slow-
down in export growth. 

A wider CAD could 
put pressure on the 
Indian rupee and lead 
to capital outflows. The 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) is likely to con-
tinue raising interest 
rates in 2024 to con-
trol inflation which 
would dampen corpor-
ate investment and eco-
nomic growth. While the 
road network in India 
has grown by leaps and 
bounds, India needs 
to work on unemploy-
ment and social infra-
structure. 

India must create 
more jobs to absorb 
its burgeoning work-
force as well as address 
the mismatch between 
existing skills and indus-
try requirements. India 
is facing a severe water 

crisis, with many parts of the country experi-
encing drought conditions which poses a 
challenge to agriculture, industry, and pub-
lic health. 

Lastly, India should work on creating an 
investor-friendly environment. Abrupt chan-
ges in tax codes, such as GST on gaming sec-
tor, dictatorial manner of functioning of gov-
ernment enforcement agencies as well as 
regional economic disparities are among the 
key issues highlighted by the investor com-
munity time and again.

Conclusion
With a robust foundation laid in 2023 
and promising sectors driving its growth, 
India’s future looks bright. While challen-
ges remain, the country’s potential for sus-
tained economic development is undeniable. 
By effectively addressing existing challen-
ges and seizing the opportunities presented 
by its promising sectors, India is poised to 
become a global economic powerhouse in 
the years to come.

As India embarks on its journey towards a $5 trillion economy by 2025, several sectors are poised to play a 
pivotal role in its growth trajectory. Let’s look at the Indian healthcare sector which is currently valued at 

$372 billion and is projected to reach $658 billion by 2025, growing at a CAGR of 16.2%. (Image: Adda247) 
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Sky Gazing: Forecasting the weather

By Sadhna Shanker

The past year has seen all of 
us getting somewhat accus-
tomed to seeing extreme 

weather conditions in the images 
on our phones. Various parts of 
the world were affected in differ-
ent ways. Extreme heat waves 
struck parts of the globe that had 
not experienced such harsh tem-
peratures earlier. Flash floods 
struck Dubai in November 2023, 
leading to flooding of roads and 
water-logging in the desert city. 

In September 2023, New York 
City had declared an emergency 
due to heavy downpour that had 
led to shutting down of subway 
lines, turned major roads into 
lakes and sent children to the 
upper floors of flooding schools. 
Will the coming winter also bring 
extreme weather? 

This can only be answered by 

The views expressed are not necessarily those of The South Asian TimesThe views expressed are not necessarily those of The South Asian Times
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the weather forecasters.
Forecasting the weather has 

a long history. It is said that even 
in 650 BC, the Babylonians tried 
to understand the weather based 
on cloud patterns and astrology. 
In 350 BC, Aristotle was describ-
ing weather patterns in text; how-
ever he did not believe that wind is 
air in motion. He did however try 
to explain that west winds are cold 
because they blow from the sun-
set! 

The scientific study of meteor-
ology did not take off until meas-
uring instruments became avail-
able. It began with the invention 
of the electric telegraph in 1835, 
which allowed exchange of infor-
mation quickly. Soon after, a Roy-
al Navy officer, Francis Beaufort 
developed the wind force scale, 
which later became the Beaufort 
scale. He set up 15 stations on land 
that used the telegraph to create 
a gale warning service. It was in 

1861, that the Times first began 
to publish daily weather forecasts. 

After the Second World War, 
Maniac, a computer designed at 
Princeton University could do 
10000 calculations a second, and 
it was used among others to mod-
el and forecast the planet’s weath-
er. Since then weather forecasting 
has come a long way. According to 
the World Meteorological Organ-
ization (WMO) a five day forecast 
today is about as accurate as a two 
day forecast a quarter of a century 
ago.  Increasingly AI and machine 
learning have entered the field, 
making predictions more accurate. 

Weather forecasting hitherto 
has been primarily in the public 
sector. However, with the import-
ance of knowing what the weath-
er will be for a variety of uses from 
aviation, agriculture, to military 
strategy, sports events and logis-
tics of supply chains, many pri-
vate players have also entered the 
arena. Most of them are based in 
the richer countries, but there are 
now nearly 15 startups in India in 
this space. The market for accur-
ate weather forecasts is expanding 
as end-use industries like trans-
portation, logistics, and renewable 
energy require certainty in weath-

er conditions to boost productivity 
and cut costs. As per reports, the 
weather forecasting services mar-
ket is expected to reach $4.5 bil-
lion in 2032, with a 6.7% CAGR 
during the forecasted period of 
2022–2032.

As we move into 2024, let us 
hope that the weather becomes 
a more predictable companion 
of humanity, through improved 
tackling of the climate crisis and 
enhanced tools to understand the 
impact of extreme weather. And 
you and I, when we peer into our 
phones, see better times ahead! 

The weather forecasting services market is expected to to reach $4.5 
billion in 2032 (Image: NGS)
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Fight against terrorism:  
Dawn of a new era in India

New Year Special

By Vipul Tamhane

For the past few days the extra 
judicial executions and tar-
gets getting neutralized in 

Pakistan and Canada are attribut-
ed towards India borrowing a page 
or two from Mossad’s post Munich 
Olympics operations viz. Operation 
Wrath of God or Black-Ops. 

However, these killings are not 
yet confirmed by the government 
and until then we will rely on the 
conventional yet effective means of 
tackling insurgencies and terror-
ism that India has deployed under 
the Modi administration.

India faces a complex inter-
nal security landscape marked by 
diverse challenges threatening 
national unity and stability. Ter-
rorism and insurgencies in India 
are regionally concentrated, each 
with unique complexities. In Jam-
mu and Kashmir, historical, pol-
itical, and religious factors fuel a 
protracted conflict, exacerbated by 
cross-border influences. 

Northeast India especially 
Assam, Tripura, Manipur, Nagaland 
and Mizoram, faces diverse issues, 
including ethnic tensions and 
demands for autonomy, groups like 
United Liberation Front of Assam 
(ULFA) and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN) have 
historically sought independent 
states, challenging the nation's ter-
ritorial integrity. 

The Maoist Naxalite insurgency 
in central and eastern India poses 
a persistent threat, with commun-
ist revolutionaries challenging 
state authority and exploiting rural 
grievances resulting into separa-
tist movements emerging in vari-
ous regions in central states i.e. 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and parts 
of Maharashtra, here the Left-Wing 
Extremism stems from socio-eco-
nomic disparities, tribal displace-
ment, and Maoist ideology. 

An old movement in new form 
i.e. the Khalistani separatist move-
ment seeking to create a sovereign 
Sikh state within Punjab has driv-
en past terrorism in Punjab, while 
Northwestern states of Rajasthan 
and Gujarat contend with religious 
extremism and geopolitical ten-
sions. India has been addressing 
these internal threats necessitates 
a comprehensive and nuanced 
approach, combining robust secur-
ity measures with efforts to tackle 
socio-economic disparities and 
foster inclusive development. The 
evolving nature of these challen-

The views expressed are not necessarily those of The South Asian TimesThe views expressed are not necessarily those of The South Asian Times
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ges underscores the imperative for 
adaptive and holistic strategies to 
safeguard the nation's internal sec-
urity. 

India faces external terror-
ism threats primarily from four 
regions, Pakistan's State-spon-
sored terror groups like Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM) operate from Pakistan. 
From Afghanistan, concerns 
arise from the rise of the Taliban 
and potential presence of mil-
itant groups like Al-Qaeda, posing 
risks of cross-border infiltration 
and attacks through porous bor-
ders. While less prominent, certain 
Islamic groups in Bangladesh have 
historically posed sporadic threats. 

India’s new approach 
since 2014

Since 2014, the Indian government 
has undertaken a comprehensive 
and proactive approach to combat 
terrorism on various fronts. In the 
regional arena, active participation 
in initiatives like SAARC and BIMS-
TEC has fostered cooperation and 
intelligence sharing with neighbor-
ing countries. 

In response to the Taliban 
takeover in Afghanistan, India 
focused on humanitarian aid and 
engaged with regional stakehold-
ers to counter potential terrorist 
threats. Geopolitically, strength-
ened ties with the United States 
led to enhanced counter-terrorism 
cooperation, while active participa-
tion in global forums like Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) show-
cased India's commitment to inter-
national collaboration. 

The resilience of security forces, 
intelligence agencies, and civil-
ian strengthening was crucial in 

this fight. India has signed MoUs 
on counterterrorism with numer-
ous countries, including the US, 
UK, France, Russia, and China. 
These MoUs facilitate intelli-
gence sharing, joint investigations, 
training programs, and capacity 
building initiatives. India active-
ly participates in United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) resolu-
tions and committees related to 
counterterrorism, such as the 
UN Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC). India is party to several 
Extradition treaties to enable the 
handover of individuals accused of 
terrorism or other serious crimes 
between respective countries.

In the military domain, sig-
nificant investments in mod-
ernization, advanced weaponry, 
drones, and surveillance technol-
ogy have enhanced India's capab-
ility to detect and neutralize ter-
rorist threats. The expansion and 
empowerment of special forces 
units and intelligence reforms 
have further improved the abil-
ity to track terrorist networks and 
prevent attacks. These multifacet-
ed efforts signify a determined 
and comprehensive strategy to 
address the complex challenges of 
terrorism effectively. 

India established a The Bay of 
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sector-
al Technical and Economic Cooper-
ation (BIMSTEC) Technical Cooper-
ation Centre for assistance and joint 
counter-terrorism exercises with 
the other BIMSTEC treaty nations 
viz., Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myan-
mar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 
India is party to several SAARC 
initiatives focused on region-
al cooperation against terrorism, 
including the SAARC Regional Con-

vention on Suppression of Ter-
rorism and Financing of Terror-
ism. With Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO), India commits 
to counterterrorism cooperation, 
intelligence sharing, and joint exer-
cises in the Asian region.

In 2016, militants attacked an 
Indian army base in Uri, Kashmir, 
India, aimed at neutralizing terror-
ist elements responsible for these 
Uri attacks the Indian Army con-
ducted surgical strikes in the Pak-
istani region across the Line of 
Control (LOC) to set an unpreced-
ented instance of punitive will as 
a retaliatory measure with a pre-
cision and targeted approach, sig-
naling India's commitment to safe-
guarding its national security. 
In February 2019, the Indian Air 
Force launched airstrikes in Pak-
istan-administered Kashmir, tar-
geting terrorist training camps 
operated by Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

These operations were in 
answer to the significant loss of 
life in the Pulwama suicide bomb-
ing of 14th February 2019, by 
the Pakistan-based militant group 
Jaish-e-Mohammad that height-
ened tensions between India and 
Pakistan, leading to a international 
concern, particularly regarding 
the Kashmir conflict. 

On the legal and constitution-
al front by strengthening the 
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) and also taking steps at 
the enforcement level by giving 
the National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) a truly federal structure 
through amendments to the rel-
evant law, collectively weakening 
the ecosystem of terrorism. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
abrogated Article 370 on August 

5, 2019. The abrogation asserted 
the removal of special un-uni-
form constitutional status of gov-
ernance in the region and facili-
tated enhanced security measures 
in the region. The absence of Arti-
cle 370 allowed for more effective 
security operations, better intel-
ligence gathering, and improved 
border management, curbing infil-
tration, and cross-border terror-
ism. The removal also reduced 
political interference, creating a 
less conducive environment for 
separatist movements. Economic 
development initiatives were initi-
ated, aiming to address root caus-
es of discontent, while improved 
governance and public services 
were seen as byproducts, fostering 
greater public satisfaction, and 
reducing alienation. 

Over the span from June 2014 
to August 2023, Jammu and Kash-
mir witnessed a remarkable decline 
in terrorism. Incidents dropped by 
overall 70%, with total deaths from 
7217 incidents, encompassing civil-
ians and security forces, decreasing 
by 69%. Civilian casualties notably 
plummeted by 81% from 2829 in 
June 2014 to 891 in August 2023, 
showcasing a substantial enhance-
ment in civilian safety.

Since 2014, the northeastern 
area has had a period of peace, 
with insurgent violence falling by 
80% and civilian deaths falling by 
89%. This was accomplished as a 
result of the surrender of 6,000 
insurgents. In situations of terror 
funding, investigation agencies 
have a 94% conviction record. 

India's journey is a nuanced 
and hopeful one through the 
efforts of addressing root causes 
of conflict, strengthening secur-
ity measures, and fostering inter-
national cooperation are essential 
steps towards a brighter future. 
India has shown it's will and prow-
ess of leaving no stones unturned 
in quest of combating terrorism.

The Indian government has addressed overall terrorism and insurgencies through comprehensive 
measures. Political and legal measures include peace accords, governance improvements, and granting 

special provisions to address unique cultural contexts. (Image: Mint) 
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Mani Bhaumik funds  
$1 M award in honor  

of JC Bose

New York: India-born American 
physicist-philanthropist, Mani 
Bhaumik has agreed to donate $ 
1 million to honor the work of J 
C Bose, the Indian scientist whose 
work on wireless telegraphy was 
ignored for long by the West. A 
medal and an honorarium would 
be awarded to promising young 
scientists starting in 2025, accord-
ing to a report in The Times of 
India.  

Recognition and appreciation 
comes late to scientist and invent-
or Jagadish Chandra Bose, who 
invented the detector for wire-
less telegraphy. Italian inventor 
and engineer G Marconi used this 
for his historic demonstration of 
the first-ever trans-Atlantic radio-
telegraphy and was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physics. Since he did 
not mention Bose -- without whose 
invention Marconi could not have 
won recognition and accolades –
Bose’s vital contribution remained 
hidden. The failure to give cred-

it to Bose has long irked scientists 
in India familiar with Bose’s work. 

Efforts to publicly acknowledge 
the valuable contributions of Bose 
began when The Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE), located in New York City, 
placed a memorial plaque in Kolk-
ata, at the Presidency College, now 
a university, where Bose came up 
with his ground-breaking inven-
tion. And now, with their intense 
lobbying and with special effort 
put in by Prof S V Sankaran of 
the Indian Institute of Science and 
Technology, Bengaluru, the IEEE 
has decided to establish a pres-
tigious medal and award named 

the Jagadish Chandra Bose Medal. 
However, to sponsor the medal and 
award in perpetuity, IEEE need-
ed to come up with one million US 
dollars. Mani Bhaumik has offered 
to donate the entire amount. 

Bengal-born Mani Bhaumik, 
who lives in Los Angeles, holds 
numerous patents and is the 
inventor of the laser technology 
that paved the way for Lasik eye 
surgery. Bhaumik says he feels 
his domination is a way of paying 
back for all that he gained from 
his teacher and mentor, Satyendra 
Nath Bose of the Bose-Einstein sta-
tistics fame who was a student of J 
C Bose. (Source: TOI)

Jagadish Chandra Bose 
(Image courtesy: ecologise.in)

Physicist-philanthropist  
Mani Bhaumik  

(Image courtesy: ucla.edu)

Dr Rajiv Shah named to 
NY Fed Board of Directors

New York: Dr Rajiv Shah, the Indi-
an-American president of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, has been 
named to the Board of Directors of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. 

The Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System appoint-
ed Shah as a Class C director for a 
three-year term ending December 
31, 2026. 

Class C directors on the New 
York Fed’s Board of Directors rep-
resent the interests of the public, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York said in a statement released 
on Friday. 

Shah has led The Rockefeller 
Foundation, a philanthropy whose 
mission is to promote the well-be-
ing of people around the world, 
since 2017. 

Before joining the foundation, 
he was founder and managing 
partner of Latitude Capital, a pri-
vate equity firm focused on infra-
structure and energy projects in 
Africa and Asia. 

From 2009 to 2015, he served 
as head of the US Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID). 

Before joining USAID, Shah 
served as chief scientist and 
undersecretary for research, edu-

cation, and economics at the US 
Department of Agriculture, where 
he created the National Institute 
for Food and Agriculture. 

Earlier in his career, he was a 
director at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, where he created the 
International Financing Facility 
for Immunization. 

Shah is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Michigan, the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Medi-
cine, and the Wharton School of 
Business. 

Dr Rajiv Shah is president of the 
Rockefeller Foundation  

(Image courtesy: devex.com)

Indian Consulate in NY 
conferred prestigious ODOP 

Award 2023
New York: ‘One District One Product’ is 
among the several initiatives of the Gov-
ernment of India in line with Prime Min-
ister Modi’s vision of “Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat”, a selfreliant India. The idea is 
to select, brand, and promote One Prod-
uct from each District of the country, har-
nessing traditional strengths and tech-
nology for holistic development. 

The prestigious ODOP Awards were 
conferred upon Indian Districts, States, 
and Indian Missions abroad by EAM Dr. 
S. Jaishankar and Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Mr. Piyush Goyal on Janu-
ary 3 as part of the ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bha-
rat Utsav’. The Awards aim to recognize 
and honor those who have demonstrat-
ed exceptional accomplishments in fur-
thering economic development through 
the ODOP approach.

The Consulate General of India in New 
York was among the three Indian Mis-
sions to receive the prestigious ODOP 
Award 2023. It was declared the run-

The ODOP initiative stands 
as a testament to the 

Government of India's 
commitment to promoting 

the country's unique 
products globally, paving the 
way for a self-reliant India on 

the global stage

ner-up in the category of India’s Foreign 
Missions for its contribution in promot-
ing ODOP items in the world. 

India’s Consulate General in New 
York, with active guidance and support 
of MEA and the Department of Com-
merce, has undertaken a major cam-
paign to showcase and promote One 
District One Product items of India in 
the United States. Some of the popular 
products include Araku Coffee, Assam, 
and Darjeeling Tea, ittar (perfume) 
from Kannauj, Lakadong turmeric, jute 
and textiles products, millet-based food 
items, Dhokra metal handicrafts and 
Longpi pottery, among others.  

In 2022, Consulate organized an 
ODOP float at the iconic ‘India Day 
Parade’ in Manhattan and also put up 
ODOP stall at Times Square on the occa-
sion of International Yoga Day which cre-
ated widespread awareness in New York 
and around about ODOP items. Besides 
these, numerous trade shows, product 
launches and other events have been 
hosted and organized by the Consulate to 
promote and popularize these distinctive 
expressions of India’s diversity, heritage, 
culture and economic potential.

The ODOP initiative stands as a testa-
ment to the Government of India's com-
mitment to promoting the country's 
unique products globally, paving the way 
for a self-reliant India on the global stage.



Neil Zaveri Achieves Top of the Table MDRT & Forum 400  

Westbury, NY — Neil Zaveri of local Zaveri Insurance in Westbury, NY has qualified 
for Top of the Table, a coveted milestone achievement for their membership in the 
MDRT Neil Zaveri’s membership equips them with tools and resources to better serve 
their local community. 

Top of the Table is an internationally recognized mark of excellence reserved for the 
most successful in the financial services industry. This places Zaveri among the top 
professionals in the intensely competitive global life insurance and financial services 
industries. 

Forum 400 is an exclusive community that brings together elite insurance producers to 
openly share practical strategies and fresh ideas to positively impact client outcomes and 
remain at the top of the field. The foundation of Forum 400 is built on the pillars of 
collaborative culture, exclusive community, and practical solutions. 

The Zaveri family has been in the insurance business for three generations. Started by Ashok / Kala Zaveri 
in 1969 and then followed by Salil Zaveri in 1978. Neil joined in 2010.  

For more information, contact Neil Zaveri at 516- 250-8742 or Neil@ZaveriFinancial.com. 

• Third Generation in an industry that his family has been passionate about 

• High degree of core competency | expertise in insurance 

• Business philosophy is simple; subject matter expertise requires high degree of focus in a singular area  

• 2010-2023; assisted affluent families structure over USD $500 million of permanent insurance for wealth 
transfer, retirement and business planning 

• Quantitative, analytical and empirical approach to planning  
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2023 Indian American 
Newsmakers!

Kamala Harris becomes first 
woman to give West Point 

commencement speech

(Image courtesy: Theguardian.com)

In May 2023 Vice-President 
Kamala Harris became the first 

woman in West Point’s 221-year 
history to deliver a commence-
ment speech. 

Addressing over 900 gradu-
ating cadets at the elite Amer-
ican military academy in West 
Point, New York, Harris told them 
that they are graduating “into 
an increasingly unsettled world 
where long-standing principles 
are at risk” and cited the threats 
of Russian and Chinese aggres-
sion in her speech. “Cadets, global 
security and global prosperity 

depend on the leadership of the 
United States of America. And a 
strong America remains indis-
pensable to the world,” said Har-
ris. “Our democratic ideals of free-
dom and liberty inspire billions … 
And our military is the strongest in 
the world. Our military is a force 
that underwrites global stability 
and our national security. “And it 
is this pillar of our strength where 
you, cadets, have dedicated your-
self to lead,” she added. 

World Bank president Ajay Banga  
in 2023 list of ‘Great Immigrants’ 

(Image courtesy: The Pioneer) 

In June, Ajay Banga, the presi-
dent of the World Bank, was 

named by a prestigious philan-
thropic organization to its annual 
‘Great Immigrants’ list of honorees 
who have enriched and strength-

ened America and its democracy 
through their contributions and 
actions. 

Banga, who became World Bank 
chief in June 2023, is the first-ever 
Indian-American to lead the insti-
tution. He was the only honor-
ee from India in the year’s list of 
‘Great Immigrants’ by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York. 

With over 30 years of experi-
ence in key positions, Banga is 
expected to usher in transforma-
tive policies at the World Bank to 
combat poverty and address cli-
mate change, opening opportun-
ities for people around the globe.

Pioneering scientist Dr. Paulraj 
awarded 100th Faraday Medal 

(Image courtesy: Provided)

The Institution of Engineer-
ing and Technology (IET), UK, 

awarded the 2023 Faraday Med-
al to Stanford University Profes-
sor Emeritus and Celesta Cap-
ital Advisor Arogyaswami Paulraj. 
Awarded at a ceremony in Lon-
don in October 2023, Dr. Paulraj 
became the 100th recipient of the 
medal, with his citation reading, 
‘For the invention, advancement, 
and commercialization of MIMO 

Wireless’. The Faraday Medal is 
one of the world’s most presti-
gious awards for engineers and 
scientists who advance technolo-
gies with global impact.   

First awarded in 1922 to Oliver 
Heaviside, the Faraday Medal is 
the longest-standing global recog-
nition in science and technology. 
Named after Michael Faraday, the 
father of electromagnetism, early 
medalists included J.J. Thompson 

(discovery of the electron) and E. 
Rutherford (discovery of the atom-
ic nucleus).  

Two Indian American scientists honored 
with US’ highest scientific award

Two Indian American sci-
entists were awarded 

the National Medal of Tech-
nology and Innovation by 
US President Joe Biden at 
the White House in October 
2023.  

The two Indian-Americans 
— Ashok Gadgil and Subra 
Suresh — were awarded the 
National Medal of Technology and 
Innovation and the National Medal 
of Science, respectively.  

The National Medal of Science is 

the nation’s highest scientific hon-
or, established by the US Congress 
in 1959 and administered by the 
US National Science Foundation.Grammy nomination for Falu’s 

song on millets featuring PM Modi 

(Image courtesy: Falu/Facebook) 

The song about 
millets featuring 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was nomin-
ated in the Best Global 
Music Performance 
category for Gram-
my Awards 2024. The 
track titled ‘Abundance 
of Millets’ talks about 
the health benefits 
and the government’s 

efforts to promote cereal. The song 
features Indian American Gram-
my-winning singer Falu (Falguni 
Shah) and her husband and singer 
Gaurav Shah.   

‘Abundance of Millets’ was nom-
inated alongside Arooj Aftab, Vijay 
Iyer and Shahzad Ismaily’s ‘Shad-
ow Forces’, Burna Boy’s ‘Alone’, 
Davido’s ‘Feel’, Silvana Estrada’ 
track ‘Milagro Y Disastre’, Béla 
Fleck, Edgar Meyer and Zakir Hus-
sain featuring Rakesh Chaurasia 
for ‘Pashto’, Ibrahim Maalouf fea-
turing Cimafunk and Tank and the 
Bangas’s ‘Todo Colores’.

Tanishq Mathew Abraham becomes one 
of the world’s youngest Ph.D. holders 

(Image courtesy: Twitter/
UCDavisCOE)

Tanishq Mathew Abraham, 
a 19-year-old studying bio-

medical engineering at UC Davis 
became one of the world’s young-
est Ph.D. holders in June 2023. 

Abraham was born and raised 
in Sacramento in an Indian Amer-
ican immigrant family. He enrolled 
in college when he was 7 years 
old and graduated high school 
by the time he was 10. Just four 
years later, he graduated from UC 
Davis with a bachelor’s degree in 
biomedical engineering and con-

tinued his field of study into a Ph.D. 
program, focusing on the develop-
ment of artificial intelligence sys-
tems for diagnostic pathology.  

Dev Shah wins Scripps 
National Spelling Bee

Dev Shah, a 
14-year-old from 

Largo, Florida, won 
the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in June 
2023. Dev won more 
than $50,000 in cash 
and prizes and is the 
22nd champion in the 
past 24 years with 
South Asian heritage. 

His winning word 
was “psammophile.”  

(Image courtesy: 
latestinbollywood.com)

Shiv Bhakta wins MIT’s 
$100K Entrepreneurship 

Competition 
An Indian American graduate student at the Mas-

sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) won an 
entrepreneurship competition and received $100,000 
for pitching an idea that would commercialize an 
ultra-thin film solar technology. Shiv Bhakta and his 
teammate Richard Swartout won the cash prize on 
May 15. The pair founded Active Surfaces, a company 
that manufactures ultra-thin, lightweight and dur-
able solar panels for global decarbonization. Earlier, 
he won MIT’s Student Sustainability Leader Award. In 
2022, his company won first place at the Harvard Cli-
mate Symposium Startup Pitch competition. 

Arjun Nimmala becomes first Indian 
American teen to be drafted by MLB 

The Toronto Blue Jays select-
ed 17-year-old shortstop Arjan 

Nimmala with the 20th overall pick in 
the first round of Sunday’s MLB Draft. 

Nimmala became the high-
est-selected first-generation Indian 
American and is looking to become 
the first player of Indian descent to 
play Major League Baseball. (Image courtesy: sportsnet.ca)
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The Pearl
276 W. Old Country Road,

Hicksville, NY 11801
Phone: 516.730.3434

Email: info@pearlny.com
www.pearlny.com

The Mint
1 Ring Road West

Garden City, NY 11530
Phone: 516.307.8677

Email: info@mintny.com
www.mintny.com

May the new year be garnished with happiness, 
spiced with success, and served with the finest flavors. 

Wishing you a delectable New Year...
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A Project of YES Community Counseling Center

BRIDGES seeks to engage, support and 
empower young adults (ages 16 to 25) who 
are at risk for or living with substance misuse 
and mental health issues on Long Island, NY.

• Screening and assessment
• Short-term individual and family counseling
• Assistance in accessing referrals and resources
• Development of recovery plans
• Medical screening and medication evaluation
• Smoking/vaping cessation groups
• And other services

CONTACT US
(516) 719-0313 Ext 218
www.bridgesyes.org

YES Community Counseling Center
152 Center Lane, Levittown, NY 11756

SCHEDULE A FREE  
IN-PERSON OR ZOOM 
DISCOVERY MEETING!

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

BRIDGES
@BRIDGES.YES

SERVICES ARE OFFERED IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

PROGRAM
FREE
MOBILE

SERVICES

TRISTATE

Trailblazer: NJ Township gets first Indian-American Sikh Mayor

New Jersey: Neena Singh has 
become the first Sikh and Indi-
an-American woman to be sworn 
in as Mayor of Montgomery Town-
ship in the US state of New Jersey. 

Neena Singh was administered the oath of 
office by Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Cole-
man at the Montgomery Township Reorganiza-

tion Meeting on January 4.  
(Image courtesy: odishatv.in/IANS)

Singh, who has lived in Montgomery for 
24 years, was unanimously selected to serve 
as Mayor by her fellow Township Committee 
members. 

“It’s an enormous privilege to be sworn in 
by trailblazer Congresswoman Bonnie Watson 
Coleman as the first elected Sikh woman May-
or in New Jersey and the first Indian-American 
woman Mayor,” said Mayor Neena Singh. 

“What energizes and motivates me is the 
spirit of service. I strongly believe we all have 
a responsibility to give back, and I am bless-
ed to do so in a town that reflects America’s 
diversity,” said Singh, whose priorities for 

Pran Pratishtha of Ram Mandir gives Hindus 
a reason to celebrate: NYC Mayor Eric Adams
New York: Hindus not just in India but 
also from South Asian and Indo-Caribbean 
communities living in New York City “have 
a reason to celebrate and lift their spiritual-

Ram Mandir consecration 
ceremony to be telecast 

live at Times Square 
“The live broadcast of the consecration 
ceremony of Shri Ram Mandir in Ayodhya 
on January 22 will not only be telecast 
across India at booth level but also be live-
stream at the iconic Times Square in New 
York City in the United States, India Today 
reported citing sources.   

The report said the much-awaited 
‘Pran-Pratishtha’ ceremony of Ram Lalla 
will also be live-streamed at various Indi-
an embassies, and consulates overseas. 
Earlier in August 2020, a digital billboard 
of the Ram Mandir was played at Times 
Square marking ‘Bhoomi Pujan’ of Shri 
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya on August 5.

2024 are public safety and health. 
Having previously served as Deputy Mayor 

and Township Committeewoman, Singh was 
nominated to the position by outgoing May-
or Devra Keenan and committee-woman Patri-
cia Taylor Todd. 

In her new role, Singh will preside at meet-
ings of the Township Committee and will have 
the power to appoint subcommittees with the 
Committee's consent. In addition, she will also 
have the power to make proclamations con-
cerning holidays and events of interest in 
the township and to exercise the ceremonial 
power of the township.

ity,” Mayor Eric Adams asserted on Saturday. 
Mayor Adams attended a Mata Ki Chowki, a 
religious celebration, at the Geeta Mandir in 
the city. Adams — joined by one of his top 
allies Deputy Commissioner of International 
Affairs Dilip Chauhan- thanked and high-
lighted the “importance of true faith and the 
importance of worship."  

When asked about the opening of the 
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya and what it meant 
to the Hindus of New York City, Adams said 
that the opening is ‘extremely important’.  

“We have one of the largest Indian 
populations here in the city and (Ram 
Mandir opening) allows them to celebrate 
and lift their spirituality to help us all in 
the healing process,” Mayor Adams told the 

Hindu community members.  
In his remarks to the community, 

Adams was not shy about accepting 
the support from the Hindu community 
and said that his triumph was a result 
of his faith, the faith of the Hindus, and 
the blessing of temple priest Swami 
Satyanand of Geeta Temple in New 
York. “I know that prayer works, I know 
that we show and display our faith we 
can overcome all obstacles and the 
challenges and difficulties that come 
with becoming a mayor. It was due to 
my faith. It was due to your breath. It 
was due to your belief that I’m here 
today.”  

“When we were running to become 
mayor, you blessed me and told me that 
I would be the mayor of New York City 
and as we see today, seven years later,” 
Adams told Swami Satyanand.

Mayor Adams was speaking at ‘Mata Ki 
Chowki’ celebration at Geeta Mandir.  

(Image courtesy: Indiatoday.in)
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HARMONIZING 
LONG ISLAND:
TILLES CENTER, A HAVEN FOR 
WORLD-CLASS ARTISTS
Now in its 42nd season, and located on 

the beautiful LIU Post campus, the 
illustrious Tilles Center for the Performing 
Arts takes the spotlight as the place on 
Long Island to experience performances by 
artists from the world’s finest stages, and a 
live entertainment home where every Long 
Islander belongs.

2023/24 SEASON SPONSOR

720 Northern Blvd., Brookville, NY
516.299.3100
tillescenter.org

LONG ISLAND’S HOME 
FOR WORLD-CLASS ARTISTS

Enjoy exceptional live shows and music 
by world-class artists right here on Long Island. 
Experience the best in entertainment with us!

1/26 Isata Kanneh-Mason + 
 Royal Philharmonic Orchestra

1/27 CMS: David Finckel + Wu Han

2/4 Jimmy Webb

2/21 Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo Live

2/23 Audra McDonald

2/25 San Jose Taiko

3/3 New York Arabic Orchestra

5/10 Dance Theatre of Harlem

UPCOM
ING EVENTS

Executive and Artistic Director Tom 
Dunn is committed to elevating the 40+ 
year legacy of hosting outstanding talents 
across genres, ensuring Tilles Center 
welcomes the most exceptional artists.  
He is also committed to increasing impact 
on the broader and diverse community.  
“One example is our orchestral series - 

beside Josh Bell and the Academy of 
St Martin in the Fields, and Midori and 
Festival Strings Lucerne, are the New 
York Arabic Orchestra, and the Brooklyn 
Raga Massive. Highlighting these global 
perspectives together intentionally reflects 
more of our community than ever before.”

The past year exemplifies this mission, 
with sold-out triumphs like luminaries 
Trevor Noah, Brandi Carlile, Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Samara Joy, and John Legend, 
performances by global sensations Midori, 
Bassem Youssef, MOMIX, Ali Stroker, 
Parsons Dance, and partnerships with 
Jazz at Lincoln Center and Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center.

This spring’s events continue the story.  
From the grandeur of The Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra to the rhythmic pulse 
of San Jose Taiko, the acrobatic prowess 
of the Peking Acrobats to the elegance 
of Dance Theatre of Harlem, Broadway’s 
finest Audra McDonald, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, and Jaime Lozano, to Long 
Island’s own Jimmy Webb - each perform-
ance is intentionally curated to resonate 
with the community's varied backgrounds 
and voices.

Tilles Center’s educational mission 
includes programs like student matinees, 
neuro-diverse community initiatives, LIU 
student employment, master classes, and 
student ticket access. Dunn notes, “We want 
students from LIU and beyond to actively 
engage with the arts in various capacities. 
Our educational programs reach thousands 
of learners of all ages."

Reflecting the goal of welcoming every-
one on Long Island to experience world-
class artists, make memories and celebrate 
important moments together, Tom Dunn 
concludes, "Tilles Center is more than a 
stage; it's a cultural sanctuary where the 
world's finest artists and our community 
converge, creating an enduring legacy for 
generations to come."

Tilles Center is more 
than a stage; it’s a 

cultural sanctuary 
where the world’s 

finest artists and our 
community converge, 
creating an enduring 

legacy for generations 
to come
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UPenn taps venture 
capitalist Ramanan 

Raghavendran to 
lead board of trustees 

New York: The University of Pennsylvania 
has appointed the managing partner and 
co-founder of Amasia, a global venture cap-
ital firm focused on climate and sustaina-
bility as the Chair of its Board of Trustees 
effective immediately. 

Ramanan Raghavendran, a Penn alum-
nus, succeeds Scott L. Bok, who served as 
Chair since July 2021, before stepping 
down in December 2023. Julie Beren Platt, 
who has been serving as Interim Chair, will 
return to her role as Vice Chair.  

Raghavendran holds three Penn degrees, 
earning a BSE in Computer Science and 
Engineering from Penn Engineering, a BS in 
Economics from the Wharton School, and a 

Master of Liberal Arts from Penn Arts and 
Sciences. He is currently enrolled in Stan-
ford University’s Master of Liberal Arts pro-
gram. 

“I believe great American universities, 
like the University of Pennsylvania, are 
the most important repositories of all that 
defines, and is good and laudable about, our 
modern civilization,” Raghavendran said in a 
statement. “We are united in supporting the 
mission of this incredible institution.” 

Ramanan Raghavendran  
(Image courtesy: penntoday.upenn.edu)  

Another Hindu temple ‘attacked’ with 
pro-Khalistan graffiti in California 

Hayward, CA: A Hindu tem-
ple in the US state of Califor-
nia was allegedly defaced with 
pro-Khalistan graffiti, the Hindu 
American Foundation (HAF) said 
on January 5, 2024. The inci-
dent took place weeks after the 
Swaminarayan Mandir in Cali-
fornia was vandalized with anti-
India graffiti. 

“Another Bay Area Hindu 
temple attacked with pro-#Kh-
alistan graffiti. The Vijay’s 
Sherawali Temple in Hayward, CA sustained 
a copycat defacement just two weeks after 
the Swaminarayan Mandir attack and one 
week after a theft at the Shiv Durga temple 
in the same area,” the HAF wrote on social 
media X. The foundation added that it was in 
touch with temple leaders and contact with 
the Alameda Police Department and Civil 
Rights Division. 

Last month, the US state department had 
condemned the vandalism of the Shri Swam-
inarayan Mandir in California. It welcomed 
the Newark Police Department's efforts to 
hold the culprits accountable.

“We condemn the vandalism of Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir Hindu Temple in 
California. We welcome efforts by the New-
ark Police Department to ensure that those 
responsible are held accountable,” the offi-
cial handle of the US state department for 
the bureau of south and central Asian affairs 
wrote on X. 

The statement came after suspected 
pro-Khalistan activists allegedly defaced the 
Swaminarayan temple in Newark, Califor-
nia. The incident, which surfaced on Decem-
ber 23, involved the vandalism of the Hindu 
temple's exterior wall with anti-India graffiti. 

"One of the devotees, who lives close to 
the shrine, discovered anti-Hindu and anti-
India graffiti in black ink on an exterior wall 
of the building, and the local administra-
tion was immediately informed," said Bhar-
gav Raval, the spokesperson for the temple 
administration. 

External affairs minister S Jaishankar, 
too, expressed concern over the vandal-
ism of a Hindu temple with anti-India graf-
fiti in the US and said extremists and sep-
aratist forces outside India should not get 
such space. 

Meanwhile, Newark police termed the 
incident a 'targeted act' and assured a thor-
ough investigation.

I believe great American 
universities, like the 

University of Pennsylvania, 
are the most important 
repositories of all that 

defines, and is good and 
laudable about, our modern 

civilization

If you miss this exam date, registration for Exam #4302 opens on May 1, 2024. Visit nyc.gov/jointheboldest for more information. The City of New York is an inclusive equal opportunity employer committed to recruiting and retaining a 
diverse workforce and providing a work environment that is free from discrimination and harassment based upon any legally protected status or protected characteristic, including but not limited to an individual’s sex, race, color, ethnicity, 
national origin, age, religion, disability, sexual orientation, veteran status, gender identity, or pregnancy. **Average pay includes the annual salary of those officers who worked a minimum of 2000 hours annually over the past three years.

Become a New York City 
Correction Officer
Register 12/7/23 – 1/30/24 

for Exam #4301

$130K average 
take home pay**

Retire in 22 yrs. —at any age, 
with pay & benefits for life

Full medical &
dental coverage 
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The Year That Was:  
Top Stories of 2023

Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked his 
state visit in June 2023 by launching new 

partnerships in defense, semiconductor manu-
facturing and more sectors as the leaders 
looked to strengthen their countries’ crucial 
relationship. 

Modi’s busy itinerary included an address 
to Congress, a lavish White House state dinner 
hosted by Biden and First Lady Jill Biden, Yoga 
Day celebration in New York, and meets with 
high-profile industry experts and community 
leaders.  

PM Modi’s US state visit: 
Biden welcomes with White 

House pomp

(Image courtesy: eurasiareview.com) 

NYC officially declared Diwali 
a public school holiday

Diwali is officially 
a New York City 

public school holiday, 
Mayor Eric Adams 
announced in June 
2023. The announce-
ment came after state 
lawmakers approved 
a bill, first introduced 
in 2021 and reintro-
duced in 2022. Sup-
porters had been 
attempting to get the date on the 
public school calendar for dec-
ades. Rep. Grace Meng had intro-
duced a bill in Congress to make 

Diwali a federal holiday. Under the 
Diwali Day Act, Diwali became the 
12th federally recognized holiday 
in the United States.

Historic victory for Hindu Americans: Gov 
Newsom vetoed California Caste Bill SB-403 

On October 7, 2023 Califor-
nia Governor Gavin News-

om vetoed SB-403, the so-called 
California Caste Bill that would 
have explicitly outlawed caste dis-
crimination in California, dealing 
a blow to activists hoping to make 
the state the first in the nation to 
enact such a ban. 

Opponents contended that 

the legislation would have stig-
matized Hindus and people from 
South Asia, where caste is histor-
ically most closely associated. Rep-
resentatives for the Hindu Amer-
ican Foundation had previously 
promised to challenge it in court. 
The veto was a victory for nation-
al Hindu groups such as the Hin-
du American Foundation and the 

Coalition of Hindus of North Amer-
ica, which fiercely lobbied law-
makers to oppose the bill. 

The law would have inserted 
caste into the definition of ances-
try, making it illegal to discrimin-
ate on the basis of caste under 
the Unruh Civil Rights Act, Fair 
Employment and Housing Act and 
education discrimination law. 

US got its largest Hindu Mandir with the 
opening of  Swaminarayan Akshardham

It was a moment of jubilation, a moment that tran-
scended borders, cultures, and continents. BAPS, 

a global spiritual and humanitarian organization, 
celebrated the grand opening of the Swaminaray-
an Akshardham in Robbinsville, New Jersey on Octo-

ber 8, 2023, in a spectacular event that left hearts 
brimming with joy and gratitude. Hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals from across the globe witnessed 
this historic celebration, which marked not only the 
unveiling of a magnificent Hindu mandir but also a 
gift to the world – the largest Hindu mandir in the 
United States.  

BAPS Swaminarayan Akshardham, a marvel of Hin-
du art, architecture, and culture, stands as a testament 
to the rich heritage and traditions of the Indian com-
munity. It serves as a bridge between the Asian Indi-
an diaspora and the diverse American audience, invit-
ing all to explore the spiritual and cultural treasures it 
holds within its sacred walls.  

The grand dedication ceremony was breathtaking 
to behold, filled with joy, fun, and dedication. As fire-
works illuminated the night sky, they symbolized the 
spirit of celebration that lit up the hearts of all those 
in attendance. 

(Image provided) 

1 million attended the Art of Living’s 
World Culture Festival in DC

The iconic National Mall in 
Washington DC from Septem-

ber 29 to October 1st, 2023 was 
witness to an event of grand pro-
portions, with an unprecedented 
and record-breaking one million 
people gathering there to be part 
of The Art of Living’s World Cul-
ture Festival, as people from 180 
countries converged for the plan-

et’s biggest festival of humanity, 
peace and culture.

The event saw the com-
ing together of global dignitar-
ies, enthralling music and color-
ful dance performances by 
Grammy Award Winners and other 
renowned artists with a common 
message of celebrating the One 
World Family. 

(Image courtesy: TNIE) 

Khalistani radicals set Indian 
Consulate in San Francisco on fire

In July 2023 India’s consulate 
in San Francisco came under 

an attack from Khalistan support-
ers who tried to set the diplomatic 
facility on fire in the second such 
act of violence within months, 
drawing strong condemnation 
from the US government which 
termed it a “criminal offense”.   

A video by Khalistan support-
ers, dated July 2 posted on Twit-

ter, showed the act of arson at the 
Indian Consulate in San Francisco.  

The video, with the words “vio-
lence begets violence” emblazoned 
over it, also showed news arti-
cles related to the death of Can-
ada-based Khalistan Tiger Force 
(KTF) chief Hardeep Singh Nijjar.  

Nijjar, one of India’s most-want-
ed terrorists who carried a cash 
reward of Rs 10 lakh on his head, 

was shot dead outside a gurdwara 
in Canada in June 2023.  

On March 19, 2023 a group of 
pro-Khalistan protesters attacked 
and damaged the Indian Con-
sulate in San Francisco. Raising 
pro-Khalistan slogans, the pro-
testers broke open the make-
shift security barriers raised by 
the city police and installed two 
so-called Khalistani flags inside 
the Consulate premises. Two con-
sulate personnel soon removed 
these flags. 

GOP rivals Haley and Ramaswamy 
showed rising political power of 

Indian Americans

Though they are polling far 
behind former President Don-

ald Trump in the race for the 2024 
nomination, Nikki Haley and Vivek 
Ramaswamy represent the grow-
ing political influence of Amer-
icans of Indian descent and are 
a reminder of the nuanced views 
within the Indian diaspora.  Haley 

and Ramaswamy exemplify the 
diversity of views among Indian 
Americans.  

A former South Carolina gov-
ernor and later UN ambassador for 
Trump, Haley generally aligns with 
the party’s traditional establish-
ment, particularly when it comes 
to foreign policy. The 51-year-old 
has called for continued support 
for Ukraine in its war with Russia 
and has portrayed the 38-year-old 
Ramaswamy as untested in world 
affairs.  

A biotech entrepreneur, 
Ramaswamy has pilloried the 
GOP’s establishment wing and 
questioned the need for continu-
ing to back Ukraine.(Image courtesy: people.com) 
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Minita Sanghvi is running 
for New York State Senate 

Saratoga Springs, NY: Saratoga 
Springs Finance Commission-
er and Democrat Minita Sanghvi 
announced her candidacy for the 
44th State Senate District in New 
York’s Capital Region.  

The district, which includes 
Saratoga County, Niskayuna, and 
the City of Schenectady, is cur-
rently represented by Republican 
incumbent Jim Tedisco, who had 
represented a different district for 
decades before choosing to run in 
the 44th District after redistrict-
ing. Registered Democrats out-
number Republicans by nearly 
6,000 in the district and President 

Biden beat Donald Trump by 12 
percentage points in 2020.   

“I’m running for State Senate 
because we deserve better,” said 
Sanghvi. “We need a leader who 
will put people ahead of partisan 
politics in Albany. I’m not a polit-
ician. I’m a parent, business edu-
cator, and fiscally responsible pub-

lic servant. And I’ve built a record 
of listening to people and working 
with others to deliver results.”  

Born to a conservative family of 
entrepreneurs and innovators in 
India, Sanghvi was taught by her 
parents to work hard, stand up for 
others, and serve her community. 
After earning a degree in account-
ing and an MBA, and working in 
advertising, Sanghvi immigrat-
ed to the United States in 2001 
because America offered her the 
opportunity to be herself and pur-
sue her dream of getting married 
and raising a family. 

After working as an Assistant 
Manager at WalMart, in corpor-
ate marketing, and starting her 
own business, Sanghvi found her 
passion in educating college stu-
dents and has been teaching busi-
ness at Skidmore College for near-
ly ten years.

Mumbai-born Minita Sanghvi 
is Saratoga Springs Finance 

Commissioner  
(Image courtesy: teamlpac.com)

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup: 
Indian-origin cricketer set to 

lead team USA 
New York: International Crick-
et Council (ICC) has unveiled the 
schedule for the upcoming ICC 
Men’s T-20 Cricket World Cup 
in June. This edition of the mega 
event will witness a total of 55 
matches played across West Indies 
and America.  

It marks a historic moment 
as the T-20 Cricket World Cup is 
being hosted in the United States 
for the first time. The American 
cricket team will participate in the 
tournament as co-hosts. 

The captaincy of the American 
cricket team has been entrusted to 
Monank Patel. Monank is a talented 
Indian cricketer from Gujarat. He 
was born in Anand on May 1, 1993.

Monank is not only a right-hand-
ed batsman but also a proficient 
wicketkeeper. His cricket journey 
began with playing for Gujarat in 

the Under-16 and Under-18 teams. 
Monank has been an inte-

gral part of American cricket 
since 2018. He was the leading 
run-scorer in the 2018-19 ICC 
World Twenty20 Americas Quali-
fier tournament. He garnered 208 
runs in six matches in the tourna-
ment.

The India-origin cricketer also 
made history in the 2018-19 
Regional Super50 tournament in 
the West Indies by scoring the first 
century by an American batsman. 
He concluded the competition 
as the leading run-scorer for the 
United States with a total of 290 
runs in seven matches.

Monank Patel  
(Image courtesy: odishatv.in)

Ex-Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal raises $30 million for new AI startup

The funding was led Khosla Ventures, Index 
Ventures and First Round Capital  (Image 

courtesy: business-standard.com)

USISPF joins Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit as partner organization

New York: The US-India Strategic Part-
nership Forum (USISPF) on Tuesday 
announced its association as a partner 
organization with the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit 2024 from January 10th 
to 12th, 2024, in Gandhinagar. 

"USISPF is honored to lead a delegation 
comprising over 35 Fortune American 
companies, including Salesforce, Abbott, 
Blackstone, HSBC, UPS, Micron, Cisco, 
SHRM, and others. These companies also 
have plans to increase their investments 
in Gujarat. 

The delegation will be led by Lal Kar-
sanbhai, President and CEO of Emerson, 

and co-led by USISPF President & CEO Dr. 
Mukesh Aghi," the USIPF stated in an offi-
cial release. 

As part of the engagement at the sum-
mit, USISPF hosted two insightful panel 
discussions on January 11 on the themes 
of the US-India Innovation Handshake 
and US-India Partnership. 

In the US-India Innovation Handshake, 
the USISPF focused on accelerating the 
Start-Up Ecosystem in partnership with 
iCreate, this panel explored avenues to 
catalyze innovation and foster collabora-
tion in the vibrant start-up ecosystem of 
both countries. 

Additionally, under 
the US-India Part-
nership theme, the 
USISPF explored 
Opportunities for 
Manufacturing and 
Global Value Chains. 
This panel delved in-
to the vast opportun-
ities for collaboration 
in manufacturing and 
global value chains, 
showcasing the po-
tential for growth and 
mutual benefit. 
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New York: Former Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal 
has raised $30 million for his new artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) startup, according to a 
report by The Economic Times. The Indian-ori-
gin entrepreneur was fired from 
the social media platform by Elon 
Musk after his takeover in late 
2022. 

The funding was led by Vinod 
Khosla's Khosla Ventures, which 
was an early backer for Open AI, 
the company responsible for Chat-
GPT. Other venture firms included 

Index Ventures and First Round Capital. 
Agrawal's startup will reportedly be building 

software for large language model developers, 
similar to what is used by OpenAI's chatbot. 
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before a reelection bid of any president since Harry Truman. And Trump is even less liked. It 
could very well mean an ugly 2024.

Trump becomes first former 
president to face criminal 

charges
Trump is facing 91 federal and state 
criminal counts, including conspiracy to 
defraud the United States and engaging 
in a criminal enterprise by attempting 
to overturn the 2020 election, as well as 
willful retention of national defense infor-
mation because of classified documents 
he didn’t give back. Trump’s team is try-
ing its best to dismiss and delay the trials 
until after the 2024 election, and the GOP 
primary will likely be decided long before 
there’s a verdict in any of his trials regard-
less.

Supreme Court guts 
affirmative action

For the second year in a row, the con-
servative-leaning Supreme Court issued 
a controversial and consequential rul-
ing. In 2022, it was the Dobbs deci-
sion that overturned Roe v. Wade and 
stripped away the guaranteed right to 
an abortion. That continued to reverber-
ate in politics, helping Democrats win 
off-year elections in Virginia, Kentucky 
and Ohio. In 2023, it was an affirma-
tive action ruling that effectively ended 
race-conscious admission programs at 
colleges and universities. The decision, 
which reversed decades of precedent, 
means colleges and universities can no 
longer consider race as one of many fac-
tors in admissions.

The age of aging 
lawmakers

Biden has faced persis-
tent questions about 
his age, but there are 
also lots of octogenar-
ians serving in Congress. 
That was underscored by 
a moment in the halls of 
Congress when Republic-
an Senate Minority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell, 81, of Kentucky froze during a press conference. It highlighted the 
advanced age of many in Congress and had many asking, how old is too old to serve in pub-
lic office?

The loss of prominent women in 
politics

This year saw the deaths of former first lady Ros-
alynn Carter, former Supreme Court Justice San-
dra Day O'Connor and former Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein, D-Calif. Carter and her husband, former 
President Jimmy Carter, were married longer 
than any other presidential couple in history – 
77 years. She was a noted mental health advo-
cate and became known for her charitable works 
after leaving the White House. 

O'Connor was the first woman to serve on the 
U.S. Supreme Court and faced steep obstacles in 
getting there. Despite being a top student at Stan-
ford Law in the 1950s, she struggled to find a 
job, eventually taking an unpaid position to work 

in a local district attorney's office, where she proved herself.
Feinstein was California's first female senator, authored the 1994 assault weapons ban 

and, as the first woman to chair the Senate Intelligence Committee, defied two presidents 
when she forced the release of her committee's investigation into torture used against ter-
ror suspects.

A look back at US Politics in 2023
The year was filled with lots of standout political 

moments and events.
Here's a look back at some of them, from Cap-

itol Hill drama and another consequential Supreme 
Court decision to the Republican primary and the pol-
itical toll of wars abroad. 

                The GOP primary begins
With his quasi-incumbent status, former 
President Donald Trump maintains a big 
lead. Candidates have come and gone, 
including former Vice President Mike 
Pence. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is putting 
all his chips on Iowa, which kicks off vot-
ing in less than three weeks. Former South 
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley gained momen-
tum toward the end of the year and is 
hoping she can catch Trump and do well, 

especially in New Hampshire. Overall, the GOP candidates have spent $240 million on TV 
ads, largely in the two big early nominating states.

George Santos was expelled
Congress had had enough of the inter-
national man of mystery and kicked him 
out Dec. 1. He’s only the third member 
of Congress to be booted since the Civil 
War – and the first to be without hav-
ing been convicted of a crime first. San-
tos does face criminal charges and is 
expected to face a trial next year. Mean-
while, Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez 
of New Jersey is also facing charges of 
acting as a foreign agent for Egypt, and 
some in his own party have called for him 
to step aside.

The saga of Kevin 
McCarthy

The California congressman start-
ed the year off by compromising 
his way into the speakership and 
weakened his hand so much it led 
to his undoing by the end of it. He 
lasted just nine months on the job 
and became the first House speak-
er removed from the job in U.S. his-
tory. A new speaker was sworn in – 

Rep. Mike Johnson of Louisiana – after multiple other possibilities were rejected by the hard 
right of the party.

The wars involving Ukraine 
and Israel

Ukrainians are still entrenched and try-
ing to stave off Russia's nearly two-year 
attempted takeover of the former Soviet-
bloc country. It has been able to do so 
with the financial backing – and arms – 
from Western allies. President Biden is 
promising more funding, but Republic-
ans are growing weary of the extra spend-
ing. In Israel, Hamas' Oct. 7 killing spree 
and abductions of Israelis set off a bloody 
response from Israel that has divided 
Americans. Biden is having to watch his 
left flank, as younger Americans and voters of color are less likely to support standing firm 
with Israel, a longstanding U.S. ally.

Biden announces run for 
reelection

Despite his mediocre poll standings and many 
Americans believing he's too old to be presi-
dent, President Biden announced in April 
he is running for reelection. The country is 
careening toward a 2020 rematch of Biden 
and Trump with both men unpopular and 
either at or approaching 80 years old. Biden 
has the lowest approval rating 11 months 

(Image: Pinterest)
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US Affairs

Haley and DeSantis 
tear into each other’s 

records in Iowa

Des Moines, Iowa: In their most 
hostile encounter yet, Nikki Haley 
and Ron DeSantis attacked each 
other early and often in Wednes-
day’s Republican primary debate 
rather than focus on Donald 
Trump, the absent front-runner, 
as both tried to demonstrate they 
were the strongest alternative to 
the former president. 

DeSantis and Haley called 
each other liars and insulted each 
other’s records and character in 
the opening minutes of the debate. 
They seemed to relish the chance 
to go head to head without their 
lower-polling rivals interrupting, 
as in past debates. The two Repub-
licans instead drilled into each 
other’s policy ideas and directed 
viewers to dueling fact-checking 
websites their campaigns set up.

The one-on-one format dis-
played their sharp differences 
over issues ranging from foreign 

policy to abortion less than 
a week before the Republic-
an primary process begins in 
Iowa. But it was unclear wheth-
er the debate could reshape a 
race that’s been dominated by 
Trump. 

Standing at lecterns an 
arm’s length apart, DeSantis 
and Haley fired off detailed cri-
tiques and sarcastic quips from 
the beginning. 

“You’re so desperate. You’re 
just so desperate,” the former 

U.N. ambassador interrupted 
DeSantis at one point.

The Florida governor in turn 
said Haley’s “got this problem 
with ballistic podiatry, shooting 
herself in the foot every other 
day.”

In one of her most brutal cri-
tiques, Haley ridiculed DeSan-
tis for the turmoil within his 
political operation, with sever-
al rounds of personnel changes 
and new strategies along with 
the millions spent on his behalf.

One rare point of agreement was that Trump should have 
been onstage too (Image: X)

‘Obamacare’ sign-ups surge 
to 20 million 

Washington: Some 20 million people 
have signed up for health insurance 
this year through the Affordable Care 
Act marketplaces, a record-breaking 
figure. 

President Joe Biden will likely pro-
claim those results regularly on the 
campaign trail for months to come as 
former President Donald Trump, the 
Republican front-runner, vows to dis-
mantle the Obama-era program. 

The Biden administration 
announced Wednesday morning that 
20 million have enrolled for coverage 
on the marketplace, days before the 
open enrollment period is set to close 
on Jan. 16. 

The latest enrollment projections 
mean a quarter more Americans 
have signed up for coverage in 

2023 (Image: Health News)

Although open enrollment for 
health insurance plans purchased 
through the Affordable Care Act ends 
on Jan. 16., people who have been 
removed from Medicaid may be eli-
gible to enroll through the end of July.

NYC issues vacate orders to stabilize 
historic Jewish sites

New York: New York building officials 
have issued emergency work orders to 
stabilize a historic synagogue and its 
neighboring structures after an illicit 
underground tunnel was discovered at 
the sanctuary earlier this week. 

An investigation by the city’s 
Department of Buildings uncovered a 
tunnel that was 60-foot-long, 8-foot-
wide and 5-foot-high located under-
neath the global headquarters of 

the Chabad Lubavitch movement, an 
important Jewish site. It extends under 
several buildings in the vicinity.

“We have issued emergency work 
orders to stabilize the buildings above 
the tunnel, vacate orders in parts of the 
buildings to ensure occupant safety, 
and enforcement actions against the 
property owners for the illegal work,” 
Andrew Rudansky, a spokesperson for 
the buildings department said.
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INDIA ROUNDUP 2023
Of triumphs, turmoil and diplomatic tightropes ‑‑ India in 2023

JANUARY

Led by Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik, and
Bajrang Punia, several wrestlers staged a
dharna at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi,
demanding that Wrestling Federation of
India be disbanded, its president be sacked,
and a probe be conducted into sexual mis‑
conduct allegations.

FEBRUARY
Delhiʼs Deputy Chief Minister Manish

Sisodia was arrested after around eight
hours of interrogation by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) regarding the alleged
irregularities in the now‑scrapped Delhi
excise policy.

MARCH

Elections were held in the Northeast, and
the BJP emphatically won the Tripura
Assembly elections and returned to power in
Meghalaya and Nagaland as a junior partner
in ruling coalitions. 

Later in the month, senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi was disqualified from the Lok
Sabha after his conviction in a criminal
defamation case over his 'Modi surname'
remark.

APRIL
The country also saw the encounter of a

gangster‑turned‑politician Atiq Ahmed and
his brother Ashraf who were shot dead in
the presence of police personnel and media
persons in Uttar Pradesh. A few days later,
radical Sikh self‑styled preacher and Waris
Punjab De chief Amritpal Singh was arrested
by the Punjab police from the Moga district
after a month‑long chase.

MAY

Violent clashes broke out at various places
in Manipur during the course of a ʻTribal
Solidarity Marchʼ called on May 3 by the All
Tribal Studentsʼ Union. The development
reopened an old ethnic faultline in the state
between the plain‑dwelling Meitei communi‑
ty and the hill tribes.

Later in the month, India got a new
Parliament building, ʼembodying the culture,
pride and spirit of the entire nationʼ. Built at
an estimated cost of Rs 971 crore, sitting
adjacent to the existing Parliament House,
the building can accommodate 888 parlia‑
mentarians in the Lok Sabha and 300 in the
Rajya Sabha, up from the existing 543 and
250, respectively.

JUNE

Over 280 people were killed and more than
1000 injured after a horrific collision involv‑
ing the Chennai‑bound Coromandel Express,
the SMVT Bengaluru‑Howrah Express and a
goods train took place near Bahanaga Bazar
station in Odisha on June 2.

The Coromandel, instead of going past the
goods train on the main line, entered the loop
and smashed into the goods train from the
rear.

JULY
Himachal Pradesh endured a dif ficult

period battling extreme weather situations
leading to devastating landslides, wide‑
spread damage and collapse of several
buildings. According to the governmentʼs
assessment, the state suffered a loss of Rs
12,000 crore. However, a silver lining to
the tumultuous month was the launch of
Indiaʼs moon mission, Chandrayaan‑3, on
July 14.

AUGUST

Chandrayaan‑3 scripted history by suc‑
cessfully landing on the lunar surface on
August 23. With the Lander accomplish‑
ing a ʻsoft landingʼ on the Moonʼs south
pole, India became the only country to
have ever done so.

On the political front, the Congress
breathed a sigh of relief as their senior
leader Rahul  Gandhi  returned to
Parliament after the Supreme Court
stayed his conviction in a 2019 criminal
defamation case.

SEPTEMBER

This month was all about the G20
Summit in New Delhi as leaders from
the most powerful nations in the world
flocked to the capital. 

The culmination of Indiaʼs year‑long
presidency of the G20, the summit con‑
cluded with the adopt ion of  a  G20
Leadersʼ Declaration.

Following the summit, a diplomatic
spat ensued between India and Canada
after PM Justin Trudeau claimed that
Indian agents were involved in the
killing of Khalistan leader, Hardeep
Singh Nij jar outside a Gurdwara in
Surrey.

OCTOBER
Over 70 people were killed, including

Army personnel, in Sikkim after the
South Lhonak Lake ̶ a glacial lake situ‑
ated in the stateʼs northwest at 17,000 ft
̶ burst due to incessant rains, leading
to the release of water in downstream
areas.

NOVEMBER

T he states  of  Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and
Mizoram went to the polls this month
amidst high‑octane campaigning and
poll promises to set the tone ahead of
the big 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

With bated breath and prayers, India
witnessed the mammoth rescue opera‑
tion to drill out 41 workers who were
trapped following a tunnel collapse in
Uttarakhand. 

Rescuers reached the trapped men,
capping an operation that lasted over
400 hours.

DECEMBER

With i ts  landsl ide win in Madhya
Pradesh,  and having overturned
Congress governments in Rajasthan and
Chhatt isgarh,  the BJP‑ led Nat ional
Democratic Alliance came to power in
17 states and Union Territories.

On the 22nd anniversary of  the
Parliament attack, in a major security
breach, two men jumped into the Lok
Sabha chamber from the v is i tors ʼ  
gallery on December 13, raised slogans
and opened canisters  that  emitted 
yellow smoke, triggering panic among
the MPs.

(With Indian Express inputs)

Wrestlers Bajrang Punia, Vinesh Phogat
and Sakshi Malik protesting at Jantar

Mantar. (Photo courtesy: ians.in)

Clashes erupted between the majority
Hindu Meitei community, and the 

minority Christian Kuki tribal community. 
(Photo courtesy: globalvoices.org)

On March 23, a Gujarat magisterial court
convicted Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

for his remarks on the Modi surname.
(Photo courtesy: X@RahulGandhi)

The Railways recommended a CBI probe
into the train accident. 

(Photo courtesy: zeebiz.com)

A new Parliament, two successful space missions and an effective rescue mission to drill out people
stuck inside a collapsed tunnel ‑‑ India had a lot to celebrate this year. But the ethnic violence in the
Northeast, Khalistan menace, natural disasters and accidents were a blot on the country's 2023 chapter.
A month‑wise look at some of the key stories that shaped the country this year:

(Courtesy: science.nasa.gov)

Rescue workers celebrating the
successful completion of the mission.

(Photo courtesy: X@Wyni16)

The breach happened during the Zero
Hour in the Lok Sabha. 

(Photo courtesy: 
X@DrSenthil_MDRD)

(credit: X@TheUnderLineIN)



Mumbai:  In a significant but
"please‑all" verdict, Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar
has recognized the faction led by
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde as the
"real" Shiv Sena, but declined to
disqualify the MLAs of both groups,
including the Shiv Sena‑UBT led by
ex‑CM Uddhav Thackeray, and
ensured the survival of the ruling
MahaYuti government.

The Speaker, in his much‑awaited
verdict read out over more than
100 minutes,  rejected the
disqualification petitions filed by
both the ruling Shiv Sena and Shiv
Sena‑UBT, and recognised the Shiv
Senaʼs Bharat Gogawale as the
Chief Whip, on various grounds.

Accordingly, the threat of
disqualification of all the 16 Shiv
Sena MLAs, including Chief
Minister Shinde, and the 14 MLAs
of Shiv Sena‑UBT was dispelled,

removing any immediate threats to
the survival of the state
government.

While the ruling Shiv Sena
welcomed the verdict with
celebrations, distribution of sweets
and ʻVʼ signs call ing it  as the
"triumph of truth", the opposition
Shiv Sena‑UBT termed it as a
"murder of democracy and the
Constitution" and vowed to
challenge it in the Supreme Court.

In his detailed judgement on the
issue, the Speaker held that the
group led by Shinde was the real
"Shiv Sena" as it commanded a
majority in the legislature and also
in the partyʼs National Executive.

Narwekar also rejected the
changes in the leadership structure
by Thackeray in 2018, saying they
were not in conformity with the
Shiv Sena Constitution of 1999, nor
was there a record of these
amendments with the Election
Commission.

The Speaker further held that the
then Chief Whip Sunil Prabhu
ceased to reflect the will of the

party to continue in the post, and
said that the breakaway factionʼs
Gogawale was the validly‑elected
Chief Whip after the rival factions
emerged on June 21, 2022.

The rulings by the Speaker in his
much‑awaited verdict came as a
huge relief to Shinde but dealt a
major blow to Thackeray, whose
faction had contested the claims of
the breakaway group.

With the disqualification
petitions of both sides getting
dismissed by the Speaker, Shinde is
left with the original Shiv Sena, the
validity of the Chief Whip, and all
the 16 MLAs will  not be
disqualified, while Thackeray has
lost the party founded by his father,
the late Balasaheb Thackeray, but
none of his 14 MLAs have been
disqualified.

The Speaker has rejected several
other claims and contentions and
arguments of the Shiv Sena‑UBT
challenging the Shinde faction, and
Thackeray termed it as "a plot,
murder of democracy and
contempt of the Supreme Court",
especially after Narwekar met
Shinde on Sunday, just three days
before his expected verdict.

Thackeray said that now a new
route has been shown to break and
take away parties through the
legislature route which is
tantamount to a contempt of the
apex court, and demanded that the
Supreme Court should initiate suo
moto proceedings against the
Speaker who had violated all the
directives of the apex court.

Reiterating that he had predicted
the outcome of "match‑fixing" on
Tuesday itse lf ,  Thackeray
reaf firmed that the Shiv Sena
cannot be e liminated by such
tactics, "the Shiv Sena can never
belong to Shinde" and asserted that
the legal battle will continue in the
court.
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MAHARASHTRA CRISIS: 
Govt survives, no MLAs disqualified

Congress slammed for 
not attending Ram

Mandir inauguration

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit
attracts billions in investments

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde. (India.com)

PM Modi with visiting heads of state/government and other participating dignitaries at the
10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit. (PIB)

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and Sonia Gandhi have
declined the invitation. (File photo)

New Delhi: BJP leader Smriti Irani
has slammed the Congress for
turning down the invitation to
attend the Ram Mandir inaugura‑
tion on January 22.

“It is not surprising that the
Congress will not attend the inau‑
guration of Ram Mandir. Sonia
Gandhi has even filed documents
saying that there is no relevance
of Lord Ram. Today, Congress has
proved again what it stands for
after refusing to go to the Pran
Pratishta of Ram Lalla in
Ayodhya,” Irani said.

She said that Congress and other
political parties of “INDI alliance”
also proved that they are against
Sanatan Dharma.

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra had invited leaders
from various political parties for

the inauguration ceremony of Ram
Mandir on January 22.

The invitation was also send to
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi,
Mallikarjun Kharge, and Adir
Ranjan Choudhary

However, Congress has declined
the invitation for the inauguration
of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, saying
that Lord Ram is worshipped by
millions of people and the religion
is a personal matter however the
RSS and BJP have made a political
project of the temple in Ayodhya.

“Honouring the sentiments of
millions who revere Lord Ram,
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge, Sonia Gandhi and Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury have respect‑
fully declined the invitation to
what is clearly a RSS/BJP event,”
the Congress in a statement said.

Gandhinagar: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that all
major agencies have estimated that
India will  be in the top three
economies of the world in the com‑
ing years. He also said that India
has inked important MoUs with the
United Arab Emirates, planning
investments worth bill ions in
Gujarat and other states.

India's two richest businessmen ‑
Gautam Adani and Mukesh Ambani
‑ took the stage during the Vibrant
Gujarat Global summit and talked
about the future of the conglomer‑
ates in the state.  They also
announced investments worth bil‑
l ions in Gujarat in the coming
years.

India's richest man Gautam Adani
announced during the Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit 2024 that
his company Adani Groups will
invest $24 billion in Gujarat over

the next five years. He said that this
will create 1 lakh jobs in Gujarat.

Further, Gautam Adani said that
his firm will invest around $100
billion towards the shift to green
energy in the country over the
course of 10 years.

Reliance Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani said that his firm
will be setting up India's first and
world‑class carbon fibre facility at
Hazira, Gujarat. Ambani further
said that Reliance will set up a
green energy giga complex on
5,000 acres in Jamnagar in 2024.

Mukesh Ambani confirmed
India's bid for the 2036 Olympics,
and said that Reliance will assist
the authorities in developmental
projects regarding the same.

Tata Group Chairman N
Chandrasekaran announced during
the Gujarat summit that the compa‑
ny is planning to build a semicon‑

ductor fab in Gujarat's Dholera, and
it will begin operations in 2024
itself. Further, Tata Group will also
construct a 20 gigawatt lithium ion
storage battery factory in the
state's Sanand over the next two
months.

Suzuki Motor Corporation
President Toshihiro Suzuki said at
the summit that the global auto
company will invest Rs 35,000
crore to set up its second manufac‑
turing facility in Gujarat. 

Dutch and Singapore firms
announced investments worth over
$7 billion in India in the upcoming
financial year. 

ArcelorMittal chairman Lakshmi
Mittal announced that his firm will
build the world's single biggest
steel manufacturing factory at
Hazira in Gujarat by 2029, having a
capacity of 24 million tonnes per
annum.
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2023: A Year of War, 
Turmoil, Crisis and Hope

2023 was another unprecedented year — from a former 
US president being criminally indicted to a Speaker of 
the House of Representatives being removed — both 

for the first time in the country’s nearly 250-year history.
Beyond politics, the US and Canada witnessed a suspect-

ed Chinese spy balloon float across North America; the world 
watched, listened and waited for any sign from the ill-fated 
Titan submersible on its voyage to the Titanic wreckage site; 
and every nation lived through increasingly extraordinary 
weather related to global climate change.

Notable occurrences include India surpassing China as 
the world's most populous country, Henry Kissinger's death 
and the Hamas-Israel conflict. 

Here's a recap of all major world events in 2023: 

Hamas’ attack on Israel

However, Prigozhin abruptly ended his so-called "march of 
justice" after Belarus's Alexander Lukashenko brokered a deal 
to allow him and his forces to come to his country. Prigozhin 
was later killed in August in a plane explosion in Russia.

Henry Kissinger's death

destabilized several Middle Eastern countries, including 
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and Bahrain.

Turkey and Syria Earthquake

Palestinian militant group Hamas executed a significant 
attack on Israel in the early hours of October 7. The attack, 
which came at the 50th anniversary of the Yom Kippur War, 
is regarded as one of the worst Israeli intelligence failures 
since its creation in 1948.

According to the Israeli government, more than 1,200 
people have lost their lives in Israel with 6,900 others 
injured. The Israeli Defence Force (IDF) said 383 soldiers 
have been killed since the October 7 raid. Israeli authorities 
also say that Palestinian groups also took more than 240 
people captive during the attack, some of which have been 
released in truce deals later.

“Hamas’s attack on Israel on October 7 is the third-dead-
liest terrorist attack since data collection began in 1970, 
based on the number of fatalities, with the 9/11 attacks 
representing the worst mass fatality terrorist attack,” Aus-
tralian think tank CSIS observed.

Russian Mutiny

(Image: Flickr)

The chief of Russia’s Wagner Private Military Company, 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, staged a short-lived mutiny on June 24 
this year. His act pushed the Vladimir Putin regime into an 
unprecedented internal security crisis. Leading a convoy 
of armed men and armoured vehicles towards Moscow, he 
demanded the ouster of Russia’s top defence brass.

His move created alarm elsewhere after news of the take-
over of Russia’s Southern Military District headquarters in 
Rostov-on-Don, the largest city in southern Russia, surfaced.

(Image: YouTube)

2023 witnessed the deaths of many key global figures, from 
Pakistan’s last dictator President Pervez Musharraf to for-
mer Chinese Premier Li Leqiang. One among this list includ-
ed the former US Secretary of State and National Security 
Adviser (NSA) Henry Kissinger.

The scholar-turned-diplomat presided over several histor-
ic events during his tenure including engineering the United 
States’ opening to China, negotiating the US exit from Viet-
nam, and detente with the Soviet Union at the height of the 
Cold War. With his shuttle diplomacy, he edged Moscow out 
of its standing as a major power in the Middle East.

BRICS Summit

(Image: YouTube)

The BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) 
bloc met for its annual leader’s summit in Johannesburg on 
August 22–24. The BRICS summit is seen as one of India's 
biggest geopolitical wins of 2023. India was one of the 
key players in the admission of six new member countries: 
Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). These global South countries will officially 
join the group in January 2024.

Iran-Saudi détente

(Image: Wikipedia)

(Image: Flickr)

In February, West Asian nations Turkey and Syria experi-
enced powerful earthquakes. measuring 7.8 magnitude, fol-
lowed by a second one of 7.5 magnitude. The strong earth-
quakes were accompanied by numerous strong aftershocks 
that led to building collapses.

The first earthquake in Turkey was the strongest in more 
than 20 years and was as strong as one in 1939, the most 
powerful recorded there. It was centered near Gaziantep in 
south-central Turkey.

Chinese spy balloon

(Image: British Geological Survey)

A Chinese spy balloon traversing the United States for a 
week in February 2023 dominated global headlines for sev-
eral days. The balloon, detected over Alaska on January 28, 
crossed over some of the critical military facilities of the 
World’s most powerful military including the Malmstrom Air 
Force base in Montana, a location housing nuclear assets.

The controversy resulting from this incident ultimately 
forced the USAF to dispatch a fifth-generation F-22 fighter 
armed with an AIM-9X Sidewinder missile to intercept the 
balloon over water.

Titan Submersible incident 

(Image: YouTube)

There was another key development that dominated the 
news cycle for weeks before the Israel-Hamas war dominat-
ed news cycle coming out of West Asia.

China managed to broker a surprise detente between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia in March. The duo have a history of cen-
turies-old rivalry originating out of the sects of religion they 
represent.

The bitter rivalry between Sunni Saudi and Shia Iran has 

(Image: Joyride)

On June 18, 2023, the submersible named Titan disappeared 
in international waters in the North Atlantic Ocean near the 
coast of Newfoundland, Canada. It had five people onboard.

The US Coastal Guard later confirmed that all five passen-
gers onboard had died as the vessel was subject to "catas-
trophic implosion". The debris of the submersible has been 
found around 500 meters away from the bow of the Titanic.
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World

Russia accused of using North 
Korean missiles against Ukraine

United Nations: The United States, 
Ukraine and six allies accused Rus-
sia on Wednesday of using North 
Korean ballistic missiles and 
launchers in a series of devastat-
ing aerial attacks against Ukraine, 
in violation of U.N. sanctions.

Their joint statement, issued 
ahead of a Security Council meet-
ing on Ukraine, cited the use of 
North Korean weapons during 
waves of strikes on Dec. 30, Jan. 2 
and Jan. 6 and said the violations 
increase suffering of the Ukrainian 
people, “support Russia’s brutal 
war of aggression, and under-

mine the global nonproliferation 
regime.” 

At the council meeting, Russia’s 
U.N. Ambassador Vassily Neben-
zia said the information came 
from U.S. National Security Coun-
cil spokesman John Kirby, but he 
said representatives of the Ukrain-

Eight countries warned that “each violation makes the world a much 
more dangerous place” (Image: X/ @CNA)

ian air force “specifically said that 
Kyiv did not have any evidence of 
this fact.”

U.N. political chief Rosemary 
DiCarlo told the council that 
Ukraine has suffered some of the 
worst attacks since Russia’s Febru-
ary 2022 invasion in recent weeks. 

Hou promises to boost Taiwan’s defense 
Taipei, Taiwan: One of Taiwan’s 
leading opposition party candi-
dates in Saturday’s presidential 
election has promised to boost the 
island’s defense capabilities while 
restarting dialogue with Beijing, 
which claims the island as its own.

Hou Yu-ih, the presidential can-
didate from the opposition Kuo-
mintang, or Nationalist Party, 

Hou Yu-ih is the presidential candidate 
from the opposition Kuomintang, or the 

Nationalist Party (Image: X)

China to launch its next 
lunar explorer soon

Beijing: China’s space agency said 
Wednesday that its latest lunar 
explorer had arrived at the launch 
site in preparation for a mission to 
the moon in the first half of this 
year.

State broadcaster CCTV posted 
photos on its website of the unit 
under wraps as it was unloaded 
from a large cargo airplane earli-
er this week and then transported 
by flatbed truck to the Wenchang 
launch site on southern China’s 
Hainan island.

The announcement came a day 
after a U.S. company abandoned a 
lunar landing planned for Feb. 23 
because of a fuel leak that started 
soon after takeoff on Monday.

China and the U.S. are both pur-
suing plans to land astronauts on 
the moon in what has become a 
growing rivalry in space. The U.S. 

plans to do so in 2026, and China’s 
target date is before 2030.

Four countries — the U.S., 
Russia, China and India — have 
landed spacecraft on the moon 

(Image: ToI)

on Thursday said he wants to 
“strengthen” Taiwan’s ability to 
protect itself to deter a potential 
attack from China.

“We have to let them know they 
have to bear the cost of the war,” 
Hou said during a news confer-
ence in New Taipei City, a municip-
ality bordering the capital, Taipei. 

Hou, 66, is mayor of New Tai-

pei, a position from which he took 
leave to run for president.

Hou also pledged to restart dia-
logue with Beijing — first through 
cultural and civil society exchan-
ges — as part of his “3d” strategy, 
which stands for deterrence, dia-
logue and de-escalation.

Most pre-election polls place 
Hou second after the governing 

Democratic Progressive 
Party’s candidate, Wil-
liam Lai, who currently 
serves as vice president 
under Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen. Tsai is 
barred by law from run-
ning a third term. A third 
candidate, Ko Wen-je, 
from the smaller Taiwan 
People’s Party, is also 
running in the election.
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Of terror, violence and political 
unrest | South Asia in 2023

Social tensions and domestic unrest continued to challenge the subcontinent with a surge in  terrorism 
and violence in the year gone by. For many South Asian countries, 2023 was dominated by either 

elections or campaigning, as it was an election year or the penultimate year before elections. Amidst 
these political developments, the region continued to face challenges ranging from economic and 

political instability to humanitarian crises. A look at the major developments -

Pakistan | A year of crisis for economy, politics, security

Massive protests followed former PM 
Imran Khan's arrest in May.  

(Photo courtesy: theprint.in)

The Pakistani rupee hit an all-time low, 
crossing the PKR 300 mark against the 

US dollar in August 2023. The country's for-

eign reserves with the State Bank of Pak-
istan (SPB) also dropped to an alarming 
level — at $3.1 billion in January 2023. 
The Islamic nation finally reached a staff-
level agreement with the IMF on a $3 bil-
lion "nine-month Stand-by Arrangement 
(SBA)".

In May 2023, the country saw the arrest 
of a key political leader -- Imran Khan. He 
was accused of corruption, unlawfully sell-
ing gifts from foreign dignitaries and leak-
ing state secrets among several other char-
ges. Khan was disqualified from contesting 
the upcoming general elections in Pakistan.

Massive protests and violence had fol-
lowed Imran Khan's dramatic arrest in 

Former PM Nawaz Sharif ended his four-
year-long self-imposed exile in October. 

(Photo courtesy: livemint.com)

Islamabad. The Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf 
(PTI) announced that its founder and jailed 
leader would contest the 2024 general 
elections from at least three seats despite 
his arrest.

In another dramatic move, former Pak-
istan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif returned 
to Pakistan in October 2023 after a four-
year self-imposed exile to lead his party 
in the general elections. Sharif is again 
gearing up to contest the 2024 elections 
from the Mansehra region of Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa.

Several terror and suicide bombing inci-
dents rocked Pakistan this year. At least 
271 militant attacks took place in Pakistan 

during the first half of 2023, resulting in the 
loss of 389 lives and injuring 656 individ-
uals.

Afghanistan | 2 years after 
Taliban takeover

Afghanistan continues 
to grapple with an 

unprecedented humanitar-
ian crisis. In 2023, a stag-
gering 28.3 million people 
– or two-thirds of Afghan-
istan’s population - required 
urgent humanitarian assist-
ance to survive. Over 17 
million people faced acute 
hunger in 2023, including 
6 million people at emer-
gency levels of food insec-
urity – one step away from 
famine.

To add to its woes, three catastrophic 
earthquakes struck western Afghanistan in 
the month of October alone, including one 
6.3-magnitude on 7th, one 6.3-magnitude 
on 11th and a 6.4-magnitude earthquake on 
15th. Almost 1,400 people are reported to 
have been killed in the first two major earth-
quakes.

Taliban authorities have continued to 
deny women and girls their rights, including 

to education, work, movement, and assem-
bly.

Thousands of Afghan refugees in Pak-
istan were evicted as part of the country's 
campaign to expel all 'illegal' foreigners 
in the country. The move has largely been 
seen as one targeting around 1.7 million 
undocumented Afghans in the country. As of 
December 26, up to 500,000 Afghans have 
already been expelled.

Bangladesh | A year of turbulence
The nation's politics was extremely vola-

tile throughout the year in anticipa-
tion of the general elec-
tions of January 7, 2024. 
Violent street clashes 
between police and pro-
testors, and between activ-
ists from both incumbent 
and opposition parties, 
rose alongside widespread 
arrests of opposition lead-
ers and demonstrators. 
The government scrapped 
the controversial Digital 
Security Act and replaced 
it with a new law called 

Nepal | Setting  
the bilaterals  

right
Nepal witnessed much-needed 

political stability this year that 
enabled Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ to focus 
on improving relations with its two 
important neighbors – India and 
China – even as he faced the regu-
lar staple of Himalayan problems 
- earthquakes, corruption scandals, 
and air crashes.

Sri Lanka | On the road to 
economic recovery

Bhutan and  
The Maldives

In the tiny landlocked kingdom of Bhutan, the first 
round of National Assembly elections took place 

on November 30, 2023. This will culminate in a run-
off between the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and 
the Bhutan Tendrel Party (BTP) scheduled for Janu-
ary 9, 2024.

In the Maldives’ presidential elections on Septem-
ber 30, Mohamed Muizzu of the People’s Nation-
al Congress (PNC), in alliance with the Progressive 
Party of Maldives (PPM), emerged victorious

Sri Lanka’s economy showed signs of sta-
bilisation in 2023 after the worst eco-

nomic and political crisis since its independ-
ence in 1948. The remarkable change 

during 2023 can be 
traced to decisive 
policies by President 
Ranil Wickremasing-
he’s new government, 
formed in July 2022, 
after mass protests 
forced then president 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
to resign. The country 
is set to go to polls in 
September this year. 
India again emerged 
as a steadfast ally 
of Colombo, playing 
a pivotal role in the 
debt-trapped island 
nation's steady eco-
nomic recovery.

the Cyber Security Act, which will reported-
ly limit freedom of expression.
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Second Diwali in India on Jan 22 as  
Ram Temple in Ayodhya gets consecrated
The newly built temple in 

Ayodhya would be opened 
for devotees after the conse-

cration of the idol of Ram Lalla on 
January 22

The Shri Ram Janmbhoomi 

Ram Temple

Teerth Kshetra, a trust constitut-
ed to look after the construction 
and management of Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Mandir in Ayodhya, has 
announced key details related to 
Ram Lalla’s idol consecration cere-
mony.

The consecration ceremony rit-
uals will commence from January 

16, a day after the Makar Sankr-
anti.

The trust added that after the 
consecration ceremony, 
there will be a 48-day 
cycle of mandala puja 
(ritualistic worship) 
under the leadership of 
Vishwaprasanna Teerth 

Ji, a revered figure. Around 4,000 
saints have been invited to partici-
pate, from all sects.

Here are some glimps-
es of the magnificent 
mega-structure taking 
shape following strict 
adherence to the ancient 
Indian architecture rules.

(All Images Courtesy: Shri Ram 
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra)
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2023: The year of AI, Big Tech 
regulation, EVs & more

Artificial intelligence becomes 
a reality

With the introduction of new models and an expanding 
charging infrastructure, EVs are becoming more viable and 
appealing to consumers. The shift towards electric transpor-
tation is not only reducing carbon emissions but also reshap-
ing the automotive industry. 

India is at the forefront of adopting EVs but there is a 
long way to go. Vietnam’s leading electric vehicle (EV) manu-
facturer VinFast and the Tamil Nadu state government have 
just announced a partnership to build a $2 billion EV facility 
in the country, with an intended commitment of $500 mil-
lion for the first phase of the project.

Elon Musk-run Tesla is also slated to enter the Indian mar-
ket very soon. As reports surfaced about the tech billionaire 
arriving in India to announce a Tesla manufacturing unit in 
Gujarat, the focus has once again shifted to ramp up the pub-
lic infrastructure for electric vehicles (EVs) in the country in 
order to meet the ambitious 2030 goal of the government.

India needs to have a robust backbone for charging infra-
structure across the length and breadth of the country with 
considerations of traffic and population density, as it aims 
to break the barriers for large-scale adoption of electric ve-
hicles.

India’s top nine cities, with a population of over 40 lakh 
each, would require 18,000 public EV charging stations by 
2030, according to the recent government data.

Currently, more than 9,000 public EV charging stations 
are operational in the country with over 16,000 EV char-
gers.

India may need a minimum of 1.32 million charging 
stations by 2030 to facilitate the rapid adoption of electric 
vehicles (EVs), according to a recent report released by the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

The country may see 1 crore electric vehicle (EV) sales 
annually by 2030, generating nearly 5 crore jobs, accord-
ing to Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport and 
Highways.

India's EV market has the potential to achieve over 40 
per cent penetration with $100 billion revenue by 2030, a 
substantial increase from the current 5 per cent penetration.

Big Tech faces intense 
government scrutiny

to delete preloaded software such as Google or Apple’s maps 
apps. The Digital Markets Act (DMA), the second big package 
of EU laws to hit tech firms in two months, defines a series of 
obligations that gatekeepers need to comply with, including 
not engaging in anti-competitive practices.

The act follows the Digital Services Act, which came into 
force in August last year and aims to curb online hate, child 
sexual abuse and disinformation with the first laws ever gov-
erning online content.

The tech companies – including Apple, Google and Ama-
zon – have six months to comply with a full list of dos and 
don’ts under the new laws, after which they could be fined 
up to 10% of their turnover. In Meta’s case, this would be 10 
percent of $120 billion.

Britain's antitrust regulator will gain legal powers to 
tailor rules for big tech companies, such as Meta, Alphabet 
and Amazon, to ensure they treat businesses and consumers 
fairly, according to the King's Speech setting out the govern-
ment's priorities.

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) in the UK 
has proposed "Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers" 
law.

A small group of big tech companies with designated 
status will have to comply with the rules. They could be fined 
up to 10 percent of global turnover for breaches under the 
proposed bill.

India manufacturing comes to 
the fore

2023 was an incredible year for artificial intelligence, with 
the industry witnessing record adoption, funding, and innov-
ation in the technology. The year saw an exponential rise in 
the use of generative AI thanks to products like ChatGPT, 
Bard and IBM Watson. 

The establishment of large foundation models lowered 
experimentation costs in generative AI, inviting businesses 
to look at ways to integrate it into their products. This de-
velopment increased industry adoption and forced genera-
tive AI products to become secure and ethical. 

The global generative AI market is worth over $13 billion 
and is expected to cross $22 billion by 2025.

Microsoft-backed OpenAI achieved a significant financial 
milestone in 2023, crossing the $1 billion mark for the first 
time and reaching a remarkable $1.6 billion in revenue.

According to Indian tech industry leaders, the coming 
year presents an exciting opportunity for purpose-driven 
organisations to better serve their communities as we ad-
vance in ways of using AI which will require more funding 
and expertise.

Around 59 per cent of employees in India are confident 
in their ability to adapt and utilise AI tools, indicating that 
there is likely to be widespread acceptance of AI at work in 
2024.

About 71 per cent of enterprises globally are experi-
menting with real use cases for generative AI and over the 
next decade, generative AI will be the fulcrum that acceler-
ates business growth.

Electric Vehicles enters 
mainstream 

After US President Joe Biden issued an artificial intelligence 
(AI)-focused executive order in 2023, experts suggest it’s 
only the beginning of AI regulation in the US, and globally.

Before issuing an executive order outlining general safe-
guards for AI use, Biden enlisted voluntary agreements from 
major companies leading the development of the tech in-
cluding Google parent Alphabet, Facebook parent Meta Plat-
forms, Amazon, Microsoft, OpenAI Inc. and Nvidia.

Companies across the world are working on AI but regu-
lation in the U.S. specifically could serve as an international 
standard. 

The EU also unveiled a set of “revolutionary” laws to curb 
the power of six big tech companies, including allowing con-
sumers to decide what apps they want on their phone and 

From mobile phones to semiconductors, India is set to 
rewrite the manufactory story and become a global hub 
soon.

The total production of electronic goods in India in FY23-
24 is likely to reach $115 billion, buoyed by mobile phones’ 
local production which is estimated to exceed $50 billion in 
the current fiscal year, according to the India Cellular and 
Electronics Association (ICEA).

The country has already crossed $100 billion of electron-
ics manufacturing in 2023 with a major contribution of $44 
billion by mobile phone manufacturing.

The country is also moving towards the localisation of 
other value chain items and substantial investments have 
been made in the localisation of mechanics, die cut parts, 
camera modules, display assemblies etc.

The government has set a target of achieving $300 bil-
lion worth of electronics manufacturing by 2025-26, with 
$100 billion expected to come from exports. Mobile phones 
alone are anticipated to contribute more than $50 billion 
worth of exports by 2025-26.

Riding on the local manufacturing growth, mobile phone 
exports from the country have surpassed $9 billion (more 
than Rs 75,000 crore) from April to November in the current 
fiscal year, industry data showed.

This stupendous growth is compared to $6.2 billion (Over 
Rs 50,000 crore) during the same period last year.

(Photos: Twitter, file photos)

2023 has been a pivotal year for technology, where generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) firmly 
established itself, initiating an era where it’s no longer a futuristic concept but a tangible, integral reality. 

With the surge in AI also came government regulations on Big Tech.
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India growth story shines 
amid global uncertainties

At the beginning of this year, many economists predicted a mild recession in the US, a deeper one 
in Europe, and a robust rebound in China. There was no recession in the US, Europe managed well 

and China is struggling to regain its footing. Meanwhile, The Indian economy is expected to grow 
7.3 per cent in the current fiscal year.

Taming inflation with  
rising rates

Benchmark index Nifty-50 scaled an all-time high level, and 
hit its fresh record high of 21,675.75 during the session on 
December 27.

The Sensex opened at 71,492.02 against the previous 
close of 71,336.80 and hit its fresh record high of 72,119.85 
during the trade.

With this, the Indian market cap touched $4 trillion for 
the first time in December. India is now the fifth-largest mar-
ket in the world and stands tall among global economies. 
Only the US, China, Japan, and Hong Kong markets are cur-
rently ahead of India.

2023 has been the year of the IPO. The total number of 
IPOs this year crossed last year's tally, with 173 small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and 56 mainboard listings 
to date. 

DIIs and FIIs invested $12 billion and $23 billion, 
respectively, in the Indian equity market till December 22. 
After being net sellers in FY22 and FY23, FIIs regained con-
fidence in FY24 and the sentiment was further reinforced by 
the BJP's big-bang performance in the Assembly elections 
across three key states out of the four in the fray.

Adani-Hindenburg row
compared to $25 billion in the previous year.

Only two new unicorns were created this year -- Incred 
and Zepto -- as against 23 in the previous year and 119 
acquisitions as compared to 187 acquisitions in 2022, a 36 
per cent drop, according to the report by leading global mar-
ket intelligence platform Tracxn.

The funding declined across all stages, with late-stage 
funding dropping over 73 per cent, followed by early-stage 
funding (70 per cent) and seed-stage funding (60 per cent).

Investments by private equity (PE) and venture capital 
(VC) funds to homegrown companies declined to $27.9 bil-
lion across 697 transactions this year (as of December 20), 
compared to $47.62 billion across 1,364 deals in 2022.

Go First insolvency: From skies 
to the ground

Central banks around the world increased interest rates 
across 2023 to try and tackle inflation, while attempting to 
balance this with a need to maintain growth.

Come the tail end of the year, many central banks have 
paused rate rises, with the European Central Bank, US Feder-
al Reserve and the Bank of England all holding rates.

Many central banks haven't ruled out further rises next 
year, though, should they be necessary.

The US inflation rate is seen easing closer to the Feder-
al Reserve’s 2 per cent target in 2024 in the latest forecast 
from the Congressional Budget Office, as economic growth 
and labor market activity cools.

As the US inflation has been cooling of late, market par-
ticipants are buying stocks aggressively, expecting the US 
Federal Reserve to start cutting interest rates as early as 
March next year.

US shutdown scare
Throughout 2023, the Democrats and Republicans repeat-
edly clashed over budgetary matters in the US. The coun-
try came very close to a government shutdown in October 
2023. 

This came after an intense debate between the Democrats 
and Republicans over budget allocations. Earlier in the year, 
too, a confrontation over government expenditure had 
risked plunging the nation into a debt crisis. 

Amid the buzz of a partial US shutdown on October 1, 
2023, the Indian stock market opened with an upside gap 
and went on to extend its early morning gains further. How-
ever, it later witnessed a sharp correction.

Indian market touched an  
all-time high

Adani Group’s troubles started after a report issued by Hin-
denburg late on January 24, 2023, claimed that many share-
holders of Adani Group companies were offshore shell com-
panies and funds were tied to the group itself.

Index funds and exchange-traded funds (ETFs) tracking 
the Nifty Next 50 Index corrected sharply in two weeks after 
the report came in. The index dropped by 7.4 per cent. The 
reason for this was that Adani Group stocks, which accounted 
for 14 per cent weightage in the index, came under heavy 
selling pressure after the Hindenburg report.

The Supreme Court has now dismissed reliance on the 
Hindenburg report and affirmed faith in SEBI's handling of 
the case.

Gautam Adani has reclaimed the Asia's richest person 
spot after beating Mukesh Ambani as shares of his company 
show major growth.

Funding winter continues for 
startups, layoffs are on

Citing the global macroeconomic conditions, Big Tech firms 
and startups across the spectrum sacked employees, and lay-
offs continue to happen.

According to the latest data from layoff.fyi, a website that 
tracks tech sector job cuts, 1,178 tech companies laid off 
260,771 lakh employees in 2023 alone.

On average, about 582 employees lost their jobs every 
day in the last two years – or more than 24 workers every 
hour.

Funding in India's tech startup ecosystem in 2023 has 
been the lowest in the last five years. The year received $7 
billion in total funding, a significant decline of 72 per cent, 

Go First was one of the biggest names in the Indian aviation 
sector until it wasn't. On May 2, the airline said it was fil-
ing for voluntary insolvency proceedings and grounded its 
entire fleet.

The resolution process was initiated and several banks 
stated that no more funds should be given to Go First.

The airline blamed "faulty" engines by Pratt & Whitney 
and sought compensation. Its promoter, Nusli Wadia, recent-
ly said that the engines caused a loss of Rs 10,000 crore to 
the airline. The promoters also infused Rs 3,200 crore in the 
airline but it hasn't flown a single flight since May.

SpiceJet, another domestic carrier, has expressed its 
interest in acquiring Go First. However, there has been no 
final decision on either the acquisition or the insolvency. 

(Photos: Twitter, file photos)

Funding in India's tech startup 
ecosystem in 2023 has been the lowest 
in the last five years. The year received 
$7 billion in total funding, a significant 
decline of 72 per cent, compared to $25 

billion in the previous year
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Biggest sporting moments of the year
2023 proved to be yet another year when individual athletes and teams across different sports 

experienced some incredible highs and heartbreaking lows.

India fall at final 
hurdle after dream 

run at cricket WC

Neeraj Chopra had already put himself in 
contention as arguably India's greatest ever 
individual athlete by winning the gold med-
al in the javelin throw event at the Tokyo 
Olympics. He added yet another feather to 
his cap in 2023 when he became the first 
Indian athlete to be crowned world cham-
pion with a 88.17m effort at the competition 
held in Budapest.

Djokovic crosses 
Nadal, equals all-time 

record

Satwik-Chirag 
scale the heights of 

Badminton

to decide who goes through. The challenger 
would be chosen after national trials involv-
ing all national-level wrestlers in that weight 
category. 

Praggnanandhaa in 
Chess World Cup final 

(Photo courtesy: Times Now)

(Photo courtesy:  TOI)

(Photo courtesy:  TV9)

(Photo courtesy:  News9live)

(Photo courtesy:  Chess.com)

(Photo courtesy: ET)

(Photo courtesy: NDTV)

(Photo courtesy: HT)

(Photo courtesy: Mint)

Rohit Sharma-led India produced one of the 
best performances by any side in the group 
stages of an ODI World Cup, winning 10 
matches in a row to reach the final. 

At the summit clash, the Men in Blue were 
put in on a slow surface and struggled their 
way to 240 runs, which was overhauled by 
Australia thanks to a century from Travis 
Head who helped his side win by six wickets 
and break a billion hearts.

Virat Kohli attains ODI 
batting immortality

On November 15 2013, Sachin Tendulkar 
was dismissed for the final time in inter-
national cricket in Mumbai. Exactly 10 years 
later, Virat Kohli broke Tendulkar's record 
for the most 50-over centuries, when he 
got to his 50th ODI hundred in the semi-
final clash against New Zealand at the same 
venue.

Neeraj Chopra 
becomes world 

champion

With Roger Federer retiring in 2022 and 
Rafael Nadal out injured since the start of 
the year, Novak Djokovic had the chance 
to make 2023 his own year. He started the 
year by equalling Nadal's tally of 22 Grand 
Slams, then went past him at Roland Gar-
ros and ended the year by winning the US 
Open to end 2023 with 24 Grand Slams and 
equalling Margaret Court's record for most 
singles slams won by any player in tennis 
history.

India’s record tally at 
Asian Games

The 19th Asian Games was held from Sep-
tember 23 to October 8 in Hangzhou, east 
China's Zhejiang Province. India recorded 
their biggest medal haul in the history of 
the Asian Games, winning 107 medals at the 
continental showpiece event. 

Not only that, but the number of gold 
medals at 29 was also the highest compared 
to any previous edition by nearly double the 
margin, with the previous best being 15, 
achieved in the 1982 Asian Games held in 
New Delhi. India finished fourth in the med-
als table behind powerhouses China, Japan 
and Korea.

For wrestling, it was a year marred by con-
troversies. Top Indian male and female 
wrestlers Bajrang Punia and Vinesh Phigat 
hit the streets, demanding the removal of 
Brijbhushan Sharan Singh as the president 
of the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI). 

They raised the issue of rampant misuse 
of power by the WFI president at the start of 
the year, and Sports Minister Anurag Tha-
kur took cognizance of the problem and as-
sured the aggrieved wrestlers of action. See-
ing nothing happening, they hit the streets 
again and demanded justice from the court, 
which ordered the immediate filing of an FIR 
against Singh. 

Once the Singh issue died down, it came 
to the selection criteria used by the WFI to 
select wrestlers for big events like the Olym-
pics and the Asian Games. The practice won 
the medal in the previous edition and was 
first chosen to represent the country again.

However, it was changed to the medal 
winner facing a challenger in a one-off battle 

The Indian men's doubles duo of Satwik-
siaraj Rankidredy and Chirag Shetty con-
tinued their upward journey in world Bad-
minton as they rewrote the history books. 
Whatever they won, they were the first Indi-
an doubles pair to do that. However, they did 
certain things not achieved even by Singles 
players before them.

Satwik and Chirag became the first In-
dian to win the Badminton Asia Champion-
ships gold, the Indonesian Open and the 
gold medal at the Asian Games. They failed 
to reach the medal round of the World Bad-
minton Championships but became the first 
Indian men's doubles pair to be ranked num-
ber one in the world. Their nomination for 
the Khel Ratna was the icing on the cake. 

Wrestlers on the 
street

Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa became the 
first Indian since Viswanathan Anand in 
2002 to reach the Chess World Cup med-
al round. The teenager then beat Fabiano 
Caruana in the semi-final to set up a date 
with Magnus Carlsen for the final, where he 
lost out in the final rapid draw after playing 
two draws in the classical format.

However, the victory put him in the Can-
didate’s Tournament 2024, where a win 
could give him a shot at the prestigious 
World Championships title against Ding 
Laren of China.

The 2023 FIFA 
Women's World Cup 

It took place in Australia and New Zealand 
from July 20 to August 20, marking the first 
time for the tournament to be held in the 
southern hemisphere, to feature 32 teams, 
and to have more than one host nation.

Spain edged England 1-0 in the final, be-
coming the second country after Germany 
to have won both men's and women's World 
Cup titles.

According to FIFA, the tournament had 
almost two million spectators inside sta-
diums and two billion watching all over 
the world. This file photo taken on Aug. 20, 
2023 shows team Spain celebrating during 
the awarding ceremony of the 2023 FIFA 
Women's World Cup in Sydney, Australia.

According to FIFA, the 
tournament had almost two 

million spectators inside 
stadiums and two billion 

watching all over the world



By Bal Ram Singh, PhD

The new temple of Shri Ram is being
inaugurated on January 22 by none

other than the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi. On May 5, 2014, PM Modi
had stated quoting Mahatma Gandhi that
“When people used to ask Mahatma Gandhi
about what kind of rule should be, Mahatma
Gandhi would explain it in only one phrase
that if we think about Welfare State then it
should be Ram Rajya.”  

Further, on October 23, 2022, the Prime
Minister again repeated, “Ram embodies the
spirit of India, which believes that our
rights are realized through our duties….
And see the coincidence, the original copy
of our Constitution on which the picture of

Lord Ram, Mother Sita and Lakshman ji is
inscribed, that page of the Constitution also
talks about fundamental rights
(kartavya)….  the more we strengthen our
resolve towards dut ies,  the more the
concept of a ʻRam Rajyaʼ will become a
reality.” 

A similar expression can be found in
Valmiki Ramayana,

Translated as, while Rama ruled the
kingdom, the talks of the Praja people
centered round Rama, Rama and Rama. The
world became Rama's world.

Tulsidas begins describing Ram Raj as
following,

Meaning, as Ram was crowned and his
rein started, there no one in the three world
(three lokas – pataal, the nether world,
Prithvi, the earth, and swarga, the heavens)
who was sad or worried, they were all
happy. 

Valmiki asserts that the entire nature was
in harmony and balanced,

The trees there were bearing flowers and
fruits regularly, without any injury by pests
and insects. The clouds were raining in time
and the wind was delightful to the touch.

All  the people were endowed with
excellent characteristics. All were engaged
in virtue or in their own dharma.

One may have to invoke Bhagvadgita to
explore the deeper meaning of Raj, as it is
one of the three qualities of the mind
(sattva, rajas, and tamas) that determines
oneʼs behavior. 

Meaning, Sattva binds one to material
happiness; rajas conditions the soul toward
actions; and tamas clouds wisdom and
binds one to delusion.

The act ion oriented rajas is quite
complex, and it takes quite a bit of efforts
to figure out the complexity of rajas, thus,
one should approach rajas with caution, lest
it be explained inappropriately.

Meaning, Sattva binds one to material
happiness; rajas conditions the soul toward
actions; and tamas clouds wisdom and
binds one to delusion. Thus, it is the rajas
characteristic that links the soul to action,
referring to the integrated actions with
heart and soul, that would reflect the
thoughts actions and words, something
Ram was so passion about.

Interestingly, on September 8, 2022, an
act of Modi government made a serious
impression on the country when the Prime
Minister of India, Narendra Modi, changed
the name of Rajpath to Kartavya Path,
saying, "A new era has begun in the form of
Kartavya Path. ʻKingsway (Rajpath)ʼ, the
symbol of colonialism, will be history and
has been erased forever.”

Thus,  Ram Raj ,  the ever ideal ist ic
kingdom of justice and fairness, will have
to translate to Ram Kartavya, so aptly
appropriate for a personality that placed
everything on the altar of the kartavya of a
son, a brother, a husband, a father, and

above all a peopleʼs (praja) king. 
PM Modi rightly, therefore, said the

Rajpath was for the British Raj, to whom
the people of India were subjugated
masses. He said that Rajpath was also a
symbol of slavery and its structure was
also a symbol of  s lavery.  Today i ts
architecture has also changed and its
spirit has also changed, PM Modi added.

Hopefully, the highly sophisticated art
of Vastu that was developed in India as
part of Ayurveda was integrated into this
new architecture to not only shake of f
colonial slavery but cosmic slavery as
well .  I t  was sure ly a we lcome step.
However, it would be a more meaningful
mission were it to begin making the entire
array of  symbols and systems of
colonialism a history.

Kartavya seems to be the most
appropriate way to take the ownership of
oneʼs duties. However, Rajpath could
actually have been changed to Rampath,
as Ram raj may become linguistically
troublesome,  i f  the raj  were to be
translated as a British king. Raj bhasha on
the government portal  may become
kartavya bhasha, which may be a must to
learn to speak for oneʼs  kartavya.
Similarly, Raj kosh (treasury) may have to
become the Kartavya Kosh,  the Raj
Bhavan may need to be referred as
Kartava Bhavan.

Many terminologies may have to be
examined and perhaps even changed to
elicit their true meanings for modern
society. 
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Understanding Ram and Ram Raj

Ram Raj, the ever idealistic kingdom of justice and fairness, will have to translate 
in to Ram Kartavya (Image: BS)
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Sleep Tourism To Spiritual Destinations:  
Travel Trends of Contemporary Indian Travelers  
As we look ahead, to the year 

2024, the data analysis of 
Thomas Cook reveals tourism 
industry anticipates the follow-
ing trend not only to persist but 
to evolve, shaping the preferences 
and choices of contemporary Indi-
an travelers. 

Sleep Tourism and Wellness 
Retreats for Rejuvenation: Young 
Indians are diverging significant-
ly from the travel habits of pre-
vious generations, moving away 
from tightly scheduled sightseeing 
holidays to embrace more relaxed 
vacations. The current generation, 
burdened by work fatigue, seeks 
opportunities for rest and rejuven-
ation. Trends like sleep tourism, 
which go beyond uninterrupt-
ed sleep to include activities like 
yoga, swimming, and spa well-
ness therapy, are gaining wide-
spread popularity. Consequently, 
accommodations offering sound-
proof rooms, sleep consultations, 
recorded sleep meditations, pil-
low menus, sleep kits, and con-
cierge services are experiencing a 
surge in demand. Notable destina-

tions for such experiences include 
Goa, Coorg, Mysore, Kodaikanal, 
Alleppey, and Puducherry. At the 
same time, more people are choos-
ing wellness retreats for peace 
and well-being. This has led to a 
noticeable increase in yoga and 
meditation tourism in places like 
Rishikesh, Mysore, and Pondi-
cherry, showing how people today 
prefer a holistic approach to travel 

Personalized and Curated 
Travel: Indians increasingly seek 
personalized and tailor-made jour-

neys, gaining more control over 
their itineraries. The demand for 
fully customizable private holi-
days, especially among discerning 
travelers, is on the rise. This trend 
caters to those looking for pre-
mium, experience-led travel, with 
a focus on a leisurely exploration 
of a destination's history, culture, 
cuisine, and hidden gems.

Hidden Gems and Offbeat Des-
tinations: The quest for unique 
and lesser-explored locales con-
tinues to gain momentum, with 

travelers seeking authentic and 
offbeat experiences beyond con-
ventional tourist destinations. 
Domestic destinations such as 
Meghalaya, Ziro, Ponmudi, San-
dakphu, Gokarna, Halebidu, Patan, 
Varkala, Mandu, Tawang, Hampi, 
Jawai and many more will con-
tinue to pop up on travelers itin-
eraries for more unconventional 
travel. 

Travel For Festivals: Cultural 
celebrations and festivals around 
the world attract Indian travelers, 
seeking to immerse themselves 
in diverse traditions and celebra-
tions. 

Food Tourism: Culinary explor-
ation remains a key trend, with 
travelers increasingly interested 
in discovering local cuisines, street 
food, and culinary traditions. 

Cruise Holidays: Cruises con-
tinue to be a popular choice, offer-
ing a unique blend of luxury, enter-
tainment, and the opportunity to 
explore multiple destinations in a 
single journey. 

Astro Tourism: Catering to 
celestial enthusiasts, Astro Tour-

ism involves travel experiences 
centered around stargazing, celes-
tial events, and astronomical won-
ders. 

Skip-Gen Travel (Grandpar-
ents Travelling With Their 
Grandchildren): A growing trend 
where grandparents create mem-
orable travel experiences with 
their grandchildren, fostering 
intergenerational bonds. 

Plan-Free Travel (Plan on the 
Move): Emphasizing spontaneity 
and flexibility, plan-free travel 
allows for on-the-go decision-mak-
ing, and adapting plans based on 
immediate preferences. 

Religious Tourism: Spiritual 
journeys remain a focal point, with 
travelers seeking profound experi-
ences at sacred destinations. Nota-
ble among these are the Vaishno 
Devi Temple in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh, 
Rameshwaram in Tamil Nadu, 
Shirdi in Maharashtra, Hemkund 
Sahib in Uttarakhand, Jagannath 
Temple in Puri, Odisha, and the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar, Pun-
jab.

Laughter is the Best Medicine

Time To Make Your New Year’s Resolutions
Melvin Durai’s Humor Column

In just a few days, we’ll be welcoming 
2024. I’d like to take this opportunity to 

wish you, dear reader, a Happy New You!
A new year is a good time to make some 

changes and produce a new you. Of course, I 
don’t mean this literally. I don’t want you to 
change so drastically that your friends don’t 
recognize you. I don’t want you to start the 
year, for example, as a loud-mouthed, out-
of-shape man and end the year as a soft-spo-
ken, fitness-obsessed woman.

Yes, it’s possible to change that much 
within a year. But for most people, drastic 
changes are unrealistic and difficult to main-
tain.

I’ve made many resolutions over my life-
time and succeeded only a few times. Along 
the way, I’ve learned some important les-
sons that I’d like to share with you.
1. Don’t aim high—aim low. Aiming high 

is how most people fail. Some of them have 
never exercised in their lives, yet they some-
how convince themselves that they’re going 
to run for an hour a day, beginning on Jan-
uary 1. This usually results in a long line at 
the doctor’s office on January 2.

First patient: “Ouch, my foot!”
Second patient: “Ouch, my back!”
Third patient: “Ouch, my credit card!”
Trust me, you are better off running for 

10 minutes a day consistently than aiming 
for something longer and wishing you had 
Obamacare.
2. Make a real commitment. How do you 
do this? Well, think of what happens when 
two people commit to each other. They have 
a commitment ceremony, also known as a 
wedding. You don’t have to have a ceremo-
ny, but you can write your resolutions down 
and announce them to your friends and 

family at the New Year’s party. This is also 
a good way to determine if your resolutions 
are realistic. If your friends say, “Good luck! 
You can do it!” you may want to aim lower.
3. Don’t make 10 resolutions—make a 
maximum of three. It’s easier to focus on 
a few changes at a time. Choose three res-
olutions that will make your life or some-
one else’s better, and make sure you break 
them down into simple, specific actions you 
can take every day. Don’t resolve to “read a 
book every month.” Resolve to “read 10 pag-
es every evening before turning the TV on.” 
Don’t resolve to “have a better relationship 
with my wife.” Resolve to “get my butt off 
the couch and help my wife in the kitchen.” 
Don’t resolve to “be kind to strangers on the 
bus.” Resolve to “take showers and use deo-
dorant.”

4. If your resolutions fail, make new ones 
throughout the year. You don’t have to wait 
until the following New Year. You can do it 
at any time. You can do it on the first day 
of a new month, on your birthday, or when-
ever there’s a new Trump indictment. Every 
morning is an opportunity to pursue a bet-
ter you; every night is a chance to say, “Darn 
it, I’ll try again tomorrow!”
5. Don’t give up. Remember: it’s better to 
make a little progress toward your goals 
than none at all. Consistency is important. If 
your resolution to run for 20 minutes a day 
crumbles, create another resolution right 
away to run for 15 minutes a day. If that 
fails, try 10 minutes a day. You will eventu-
ally be successful, even if you’re running for 
just one minute a day—whenever the mouse 
peeks out from under your refrigerator.

(Image courtesy: cultureandheritage.org)  

(Image provided) 
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Mrs. Leelo Devi Whadwa
(1939 -2024)

Daughter of late Shri Tara Chand & Late Bhadri Devi Gandhi
Wife of late Shri Sant Ram Whadwa

Deceased on: January 01, 2024

To the world, you were one person, but to us, you were the world
Mother to:

Naveen & Shaku, Renu (w/o Late Parveen Whadwa)
Goldy & Sheetal, Ranjan & Roozi, Rahul & Shika Whadwa

Grandmother to:
Shilpa, Gaurav, Akashi, Esha, Rahat, Kusha, Shivam, Neil, Riya, Gurbani & Aavi

Godmother to:
Satish & Ashma Galhotra,  Prema & Nindi Vig, Vinny & Jyoti Shikarpuri, Sonu & Mandeep Sikka, 

Jaideep (Nonu) & Jasmeet Baweja, Gagandeep & Sonia Singh, Vishal & Bhawna Sharma, Jai & Sonia Vacchani

God Grand Mother
- Aman, Ravneet, Keerath, Kavish.

Great Grand Mother
- Krish, Nitia, Aarush, Kiaan, Viaan, Maneet, Aarzoo

Kudum to:
Renu Mehra w/o Late Vinod Mehra, Jagandar w/o of Late Mahindar Wadhwa, Ramesh & Poonam Kapur, 

Surinder & Nina Nagpal, Teerath & Meena Chugh, Eric & Totee Kumar.



By Dr PremKumar Sharma

Stars Foretell: January  13-19, 2024

January 13, 2024
Governed by the number 4, you are

also governed by the planet Uranus,
You are firm in your words and deeds.
An introvert by nature, you do not ex‑
hibit your feelings easily. In fact, you
try to maintain a distance from those
who talk too much. The coming year
will see you lead a luxurious life. Fi‑
nancially, it will be a good year for
you. But you will have to keep a con‑
trol on your habit of finding faults
with others. Try to overlook trivial
faults in your friends and relatives.
Those of you, who are to be married
this year, can expect to achieve suc‑
cess and happiness in your married
life. You tend to worry too much over
small matters. Learn to relax and let
small matters sort out themselves.
This will help you to keep away from
stress and strain. The months of April,
August and January will be very sig‑
nificant.

January 14, 2024
You are governed by the number 5

and ruled by the planet Mercury.
Your dynamic personality makes you
the center of attraction in any social
gathering. In the year ahead of you,

you will be able to impress the oppo‑
site sex with your style of dressing
and also impress them with your con‑
versation skills. In love matters, it will
be a good year for you. Those of you,
who are single, can expect to find
your life partner. Those of you in your
40th year can expect to attain suc‑
cess. In fact, you will reach newer
heights of excellence, and can expect
to reach the top hierarchy, at work.
You will have to be careful about res‑
piratory infections. But care and pre‑
caution, will help you to overcome
your health ailments, without much
difficulty.  Your lucky jewels are
emerald, pearl and diamond and you
should wear these to attain happiness
and prosperity. The months of Jan,
October and January will be very sig‑
nificant.

January 15, 2024
You are governed by the number 6

and the planet Venus. You are coop‑
erative by nature and will go all out to
maintain peace and harmony at work,
as well as the domestic front. Since
you do not like to annoy anyone, and
are always adjusting to others de‑
mands, you have a lot of friends
around you.  Your keen power of ob‑
servation and your sharp mind will
bring success to you in your business
pursuits, in the year ahead of you. You
are a reserved person and do not eas‑
ily show your emotions. This will be
an added asset to you. Those of you,

who are single, can expect to find
their life partner, in the year ahead of
you. Also, marriage will bring you
happiness as well as prosperity. You
will be tempted to play high stakes in
gambling, and you should be careful
where to draw the line. The months of
May, September and January will be
very eventful.

January 16, 2024
You are dominated by the planet

Neptune, You will enjoy your work
and go to the depth of any project that
you undertake. The domestic front
will be full of happiness and peace.
You will have well‑wishers and family
around you and they will be ever
ready to help you, when and if the
need arises. But you will have to be
careful of not taking hasty decisions.
Be calm, take your time, weigh the
pros and cons, before jumping to any
decision or conclusion. Use your
sharp memory to your advantage. You
will be drawn towards research and
studies, in the coming year. You are
born with intelligence and communi‑
cation skills. Most of you do well as
lawyers, because you have the ability
to put forward your arguments. Hon‑
our, prestige and dignity, will be all
yours, in the year ahead of you. The
months of June, October and Decem‑
ber will be very significant.

January 17, 2024
You are governed by the number 8

and the planet Saturn. Your creative
ideas and hard work will bring suc‑
cess to you, in your professional front,
in the year ahead of you. You can ex‑
pect to see plans and projects, being
fulfilled to perfection. You will not ac‑
cept traditional customs and conven‑
tions, and keep away from those who
have orthodox views in life. Although
a believer of religion, you will not fol‑
low the routine track. Your pleasing
personality and your deep knowledge
of various issue, will make you the
center of attraction at social gather‑
ings. You are ambitious by nature and
will always aim to reach the top. You
desire to achieve the best and nothing
but the best, for yourself in life.  But
you will be cold towards sentiments
and emotions of others. You are not
led away by tears or emotions. The
months of June, September and Feb‑
ruary will be very important.

January 18, 2024
You are governed by the number 9

and dominated by the planet Mars.
You are courageous by nature and
can face any eventuality, which may
come your way. Advance planning,
coupled with enthusiasm and dy‑
namism, will bring success to you
from all corners. Travel will also form
an important part of your career.
Travel to distance places, is foreseen.
This will be both, for pleasure as well
as for work. The coming year, will be
financially a good one, for most of

you.  But you will have to control your
obstinate nature. The ability to handle
any difficult situation, with ease,
comes naturally to you. Your sharp
memory and a practical approach, will
make those of you in business achieve
success, in the year ahead of you. You
will reach newer heights of excel‑
lence. At times you tend to get too ob‑
stinate and impetuous. The month of
June, October, February will be event‑
ful months.

January 19, 2024
Governed by the number 1 and the

Sun, Generosity and courtesy, are two
distinct qualities of your nature. In the
coming year, you will leave no stone
unturned, in fulfilling your responsi‑
bilities. Your honesty will bring you
prestige and recognition in whatever
you undertake, in the year ahead of
you. You will be able to pursue your
quest for knowledge. Reading and re‑
search will bring you pleasure and
satisfaction. Your communication
skills will draw the attention of your
bosses and you will be able to impress
them with your views and knowledge
of various subjects and issues. Your
lucky colours are shades of yellow,
red and white, and you should keep
these in mind, while buying clothes or
painting your house. You will be able
to do this to the satisfaction of your
loved ones. The months of May, Octo‑
ber and November will be very event‑
ful.

Annual Predictions: For those born in this week (January 13-19, 2024)

LEO (Jul 23‑Aug 23) 
Keeping a positive outlook will help in

spreading positivity at home. Your
romantic relationship can experience
rough weather. Those travelling long

distance will find the journey comfort‑
able. Good tenants will end the draught for

some house owners looking to rent their premises.
You are likely to succumb to the charms of some‑
one you have only met once! Keeping in touch with
the achievers will be a step in the right direction on
the academic front. Health wise you are likely to
remain perfectly fit and energetic. You are likely to
get a chance to invest in a financially sound
scheme. A tough situation on the family front may
be faced and get you all worked up.
Lucky Number : 4 Lucky Colour : Purple

TAURUS (Apr 21‑May 20) 
Those in marketing are likely to face

some difficult clients this week. The
family will be supportive, especially
for those following a hectic schedule.

A pleasant surprise on the romantic
front cannot be ruled out for some.

Travelling as a group to somewhere exciting is on
the cards, but may prove fatiguing. Efforts are like‑
ly to bear fruit in the real estate market. Some of
you can remain busy in completing a task given on
the professional or academic front. Donʼt have any‑
thing to do with people you are not comfortable
with. You manage to remain in shape by eating
wisely. Money invested in a scheme may not give
the expected returns.
Lucky Number : 3 Lucky Colour : Yellow

GEMINI (May 21‑Jun 21) 
You may get introduced to someone

new and expand your friendsʼ cir‑
cle. A child or family youngster
may quest ion your authority.

Those in a relationship will have to
do their bit to keep the bonds strong. A

vacation is foreseen for some and promises
much fun and relaxation. Those thinking of
renovation may be forced to shelve the project
for sometime. Your performance on the aca‑
demic front will need improvement. A change
in lifestyle will do a whale of a good to your
health. You will have to be at your persuasive
best to recover a loaned amount.
Lucky Number : 18
Lucky Colour : Light Blue

CANCER (Jun22‑Jul 22) 
Homemakers are likely to exercise their

initiative in bringing about a few
changes. Lover may complaint of your
indif ference, so handle the situation

diplomatically. Travelling bug is likely
to bite some, but leave may become a prob‑

lem. If buying property is on your mind, you are
likely to find something that suits your pocket.
Those worried on the academic front will manage
to take positive steps to realise their dreams.
Selective eating will keep you fit as a fiddle. Those
worried about their financial situation can rest
easy. Donʼt pick up an argument at workplace as it
can go against you.
Lucky Number : 2
Lucky Colour : Golden

ARIES (Mar 21‑Apr 20)
Loaned money will be returned

sooner than expected. Your disin‑
terest will be apparent at work
and someone will not hesitate to

say so. Instilling moral values in
youngsters can become important at

this juncture. A friendship shows all signs of
turning into a budding romance. You will need
to remain vigilant on the road this week. A
lucrative property deal may become hard to
ignore, so go right ahead. Not a favourable
week for students as they may perform below
par in a competition. The first day of this week
will turn out to be positive, as luck turns for
the better.
Lucky Number : 5 Lucky Colour : Magenta

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23‑Dec 21) 
A perfect understanding of the spouse

will help in gauging moods and pre‑
empting showdowns! Those travelling
to a distant place will find the going

smooth and comfortable. You will be
able to motivate a family youngster to give

his or her best in a competition. Thing that you
had been dreading the most is over and now is the
time to lead a stress‑free life. Approaching dead‑
lines can make you jittery and cause mental ten‑
sion. Financial condition is set to improve for some
as profits accrue. You are likely to play to the
gallery and manage to impress those who matter
on the professional front.
Lucky Number : 22
Lucky Colour : Peach

CAPRICORN (Dec 22‑Jan 21) 
It is time you cleansed your system by eat‑

ing less or fasting. A bad deal can get you
stranded with items you have little use
for. Your tendency to overspend on your‑

self needs to be checked. Efforts may be
required to create a relaxed atmosphere at

home. Love seekers are likely to hit pay dirt as they
find someone who shares their interests. Those travel‑
ling should be careful on the road this week. A windfall
can be expected for those disposing of property, but
they will have to be careful while investing this money.
A windfall can be expected for those disposing of prop‑
erty, but they will have to be careful while investing
this money. Your creative side craves expression, so
find time to do something about it.
Lucky Number : 7 Lucky Colour : Pink

AQUARIUS (Jan 22‑Feb 19) 
Positive results of your hard work will be

quite apparent on the health front.
Paying off creditors can appear difficult,
but you will manage somehow. A good

deal is certain to come your way through
your negotiating skills on the professional

front. It is best to toe the line of a parent or family
elder than adopt a confrontationist attitude. Your
love boat can be tossed around in rough seas, if you
donʼt erase dif ferences soon. Adventurous types
need to be careful while experiencing a thrilling out‑
door activity. Shifting to a new place is on the cards
for those looking for a suitable accommodation.
Extended family is likely to offer you full support
and help you in achieving your aspirations.
Lucky Number : 1 Lucky Colour : Red

PISCES (Feb 20‑Mar 20) 
Adhering to a good routine will help you in

negating ill health. Following advice of
someone close is likely to make your
money grow. An invitation to some

unique event is likely to warm the cock‑
les of your heart. Someone close going

abroad or out of town for a long duration can make
you emotional. Romance is likely to blossom and
help make life blissful. Those planning a journey
must take the weather into account to remain safe.
A new acquisition can distract you from something
important. Reverses on the academic front will
make you stronger and you will be able to achieve
what you had set out for. Tips given by someone is
likely to come in handy in a tricky situation.
Lucky Number : 22 Lucky Colour : Dark Grey

VIRGO (Aug 24‑Sept 23) 
This is the time for you to review your

career graph on the professional
front. Lethargy and laid back attitude
of spouse or a family member can

annoy you. Those seeking love may
get lucky and find somebody suitable.

Positive feedback of a holiday destination may
tempt you to go for a short vacation this week.
Chances of property or wealth coming your way
through inheritance cannot be ruled out. A
favourable time is foreseen for those making
efforts on the academic front. Appropriate diet and
remaining active will find you in excellent health.
Someone can take you for a ride on the monetary
front.
Lucky Number : 6 Lucky Colour : Green

LIBRA (Sept 24‑Oct 23) 
Family will love the new surroundings

and help you in settling down fast.
Lover may put an unrealistic demand
on you; see what you can do best!

Your indifferent attitude is likely to rub
of f on partner and make an outing

colourless.  Good wishes and blessings of well
wishers will help you in achieving what you have
set out for. You are likely to get favourably placed
on the academic front. Steps taken to come back in
shape are likely to prove most beneficial. You will
be able to make good decisions on the financial
front. Help from co‑workers in a time consuming
task will be forthcoming at work.
Lucky Number : 8
Lucky Colour : Dark Grey

SCORPIO (Oct 24‑Nov 22) 
You may find parents indifferent to your

needs, but that may not be entirely true.
Love life may take a nosedive as the
relationship threatens to get spoilt.

Some of you may have to proceed for an
out‑of‑town official tour at short notice. A

house or property is likely to give less than expected
returns. Some of you will need to regain lost ground
on the academic front by burning the midnight oil.
Your helping hand to someone on the social front is
likely to win you many brownie points. Getting a
clear chit on the health front is likely to come as a
big relief. Conserving money can become your
prime concern. Conserving money can become your
prime concern.
Lucky Number : 1 Lucky Colour : Peach
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By Dr Prem Kumar Sharma

ARIES (Mar 21‑Apr 20)
2024 is going to be an amazing year
full of strength and good vibes.
Challenges will give you the maturi‑

ty and fresh insights you need to re‑
shape your plans for success and growth in
all facets of your life. This year, you will start
off bold and full of energy to tackle any task
at hand. You are likely to get new opportuni‑
ties that will be helpful for your overall
growth and development. Some of you are
likely to incline more towards spirituality. Re‑
garding health, you will become stronger and
conquer all the challenges easily. Notably,
your reputation is poised for an upswing, po‑
tentially garnering societal recognition for
your contributions. 2024 will improve your
bond with your spouse or companion. 
Lucky number: 1
Lucky Color: Yellow
Lucky Month: January, August, October

TAURUS (Apr 21‑May 20)
A multifaceted journey in 2024
awaits across the realms of various
perspectives. The year&#39;s onset

hints at potential vulnerabilities in
health, urging caution and mindfulness. Fi‑
nancially, a delicate balance emerges as in‑
come aligns with expenses, with the promise
of gains continuing throughout the year de‑
spite initial financial intricacies. Profession‑
ally, you are set for a gratifying journey, with
diligence paving the way for optimistic out‑
comes. However, familial and romantic
spheres may encounter challenges rooted in
the complexity of understanding loved ones.
On a broader scale, diverse endeavors en‑
courage diligent efforts, leading to a rise in
social standing and an expanded social circle,
fostering self‑ assurance.
Lucky number: 9
Lucky Color: Green
Lucky Month: April, September, December

GEMINI (May 21‑Jun 21)
The stars foretell a promising com‑
mencement to your journey in the
year 2024. The cosmos promises to

weave a tapestry of opportunities and
positive influences, setting the stage for a
year marked by growth, harmony, and the
fulfillment of your aspirations. Vigilance
against ailments like stomach discomfort and
chest infections becomes crucial during this
delicate period. Embrace the potential wind‑
fall that global ties may bring, as strategic al‑
liances and ventures beyond borders could
prove to be instrumental in bolstering your fi‑
nancial portfolio. Refrain from being allured
of shortcuts within your professional domain.
Fostering an open communication and un‑
derstanding within your family becomes
paramount, creating a supportive foundation.
To navigate the complexities of
marital relationships, prudent communica‑
tion is recommended throughout the journey
of 2024.
Lucky number: 3
Lucky Color: Purple
Lucky Month: February, November

CANCER (Jun22‑Jul 22)
The stars foretell a harmonious begin‑
ning to the year for Cancerians. The cos‑
mic energies will weave a tapestry of

equilibrium between career aspirations
and domestic responsibilities. It is imperative to
maintain a vigilant stance when it comes to health‑
related matters. Prudent expense management will
help you maintain your savings. Your steadfast
commitment during peaks of pressure can lead to
rewarding advancements and noteworthy achieve‑
ments on the professional front. For those travers‑
ing the realms of education, the initial months hold
the promise of triumph in competitive exams. Trav‑
el brings along with itself new experiences, cultur‑
al discoveries, and growth opportunities too. The
prospect of contemplating marriage becomes a
tangible reality in the air, promising significant
milestones in your love life.
Lucky number: 2
Lucky Color: Orange
Lucky Month: January, March, September

LEO (Jul 23‑Aug 23)
Get ready to bask in the celestial glow
that awaits as the universe bestow its
blessings upon you. It is a year to seize

opportunities, harness your potential,
and confidently steer your business ship towards
new horizons. As the pendulum of financial for‑
tune swings, the key lies in adapting, strategizing,
and carving a path towards stability amid the un‑
dulating terrain of economic uncertainties. Nur‑
turing good health practices becomes not just a
choice but a necessity as you strive to maintain
vigilance over your well‑being. A focused ap‑
proach to learning will be your guiding stars on
the path to achieving your educational goals. On
the love front, some of you may undergo both tri‑
als and triumphs, ultimately weaving a story of
strengthened commitment and enduring affec‑
tion. Distant landscapes or diverse cultures allure
you to spread your wings and traverse the globe.
Lucky number: 5
Lucky Color: Golden
Lucky Month: March, July

VIRGO (Aug 24‑Sep 23)
Virgo, the year 2024 invites you to
tread wisely, embracing challenges
with resilience and savoring the vic‑

tories that await. Health demands
careful attention. The potential for hurdles exists,
yet so does the promise of resolution with disci‑
plined, balanced living. Career aspirations see the
light of accomplishment, especially in the initial
months, where a positive spiritual perspective
proves invaluable. Love, a realm of moderate re‑
sults, urges emotional finesse to avoid strain. Pro‑
fessional conditions favor success, but gossip re‑
mains a pitfall. The year displays a promising
start for the students. Family dynamics encounter
initial vulnerabilities. On the financial front, plan‑
etary influences promise favorable outcomes,
urging prudence for lasting monetary advance‑
ment. The stars encourage you to delve into the
realms of introspection and connection with the
divine, fostering a sense of spiritual well‑being.
Lucky number: 6
Lucky Color: Brown
Lucky Month: June, September, December

LIBRA (Sep 24‑Oct 23)
In 2024, Libra, the stars beckon you to
embark on a journey marked by dili‑
gence, skill, and unwavering integri‑

ty. Neglecting your health may not be
a good idea, but with a proactive and mindful
approach, you can navigate the peaks and
troughs, ensuring your well‑being. Expect a
gradual ascent in earnings, promising a more
robust fiscal landscape, particularly in the first
half of the year. Promising prospects are fore‑
seen, both in terms of securing new job oppor‑
tunities and making steady strides within your
current profession. Contributions at home will
play a pivotal role in fostering a special place
within the hearts of your family members. Let
dedication, sincerity, and thoughtful gestures be
your guiding stars, creating a year filled with en‑
during romantic connections and the possibili‑
ty of lasting unions.
Lucky number: 4
Lucky Color: Green
Lucky Month: February, April, May

SCORPIO (Oct 24‑Nov 22)
A wave of positivity is poised to sweep
through your life, infusing you with
a magnetic charisma that will make

you the center of attention. Your con‑
duct will radiate a captivating energy, drawing
people towards you like moths to a flame. Pri‑
oritize self‑care and wellness, particularly in the
initial months of the year. Whether it be invest‑
ments, career advancements, or innovative ven‑
tures, the stars are conspiring to propel your fi‑
nancial trajectory forward. By dedicating your‑
self to your current job, you can anticipate pos‑
itive outcomes and potential recognition for
your efforts. Students need to navigate potential
obstacles with determination and focus. Being
patient on the love front will ensure that the
foundations of marital harmony remain strong
despite temporary challenges.
Lucky number: 9
Lucky Color: Red
Lucky Month: March, May, August

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23‑Dec 21)
2024 sets the stage for a year of dy‑
namic energies and transformative
experiences. A call to temper impul‑

sive speech and resist hasty decisions,
reminding you that mindful choices are key to
maintaining equilibrium in both your profes‑
sional and personal realms. Healthwise, a mod‑
erate state of well‑ being is forecasted, under‑
scoring the importance of caution against po‑
tential infections. The first half of the year
emerges as a beacon of balance, where careful
financial navigation allows you to maintain
equilibrium between income and expenses, ulti‑
mately contributing to your overall success. Op‑
portunities for progress, coupled with potential
benefits from the government sector, set the
stage for a promising start. Students gearing up
for competitive exams are likely to taste success.
Love front may see highs and lows and needs to
be carefully dealt with.
Lucky number: 5
Lucky Color: Pink
Lucky Month: May, July, December

CAPRICORN (Dec 22‑Jan 21)
2024 is poised to bestow upon you a

cascade of positive financial out‑
comes. A positive aura envelops your

health, offering a resilient shield
against the trials of life. Embrace the opportuni‑
ties that demand a venture beyond your comfort
zone as you may uncover significant success in
your business endeavors. Prioritizing your own
objectives and refraining from undue interfer‑
ence, you set the stage for unparalleled accom‑
plishments. For students, a year of honing skills
and staying committed to academic pursuits is
foreseen. The initial chapters hold the key to en‑
riching your romantic relationships, fostering a
deeper connection with you partner. The stars
emphasize the paramount importance of
strengthening family bonds throughout the year.
Lucky number: 8
Lucky Color: Grey
Lucky Month: February, May, October

AQUARIUS (Jan 22‑Feb 19)
In 2024, disciplined efforts will propel
you to professional success and fi‑
nancial gains, setting a positive tone

for marital harmony. Business pursuits
will thrive, with improved luck and family rela‑
tions, second quarter onwards. Romantic ten‑
sions early in the year will transform into posi‑
tivity, fostering stronger emotional bonds. Ca‑
reer achievements are on the horizon, but stu‑
dents may face initial focus challenges, with
exam success potential mid‑year. Financial fluc‑
tuations require prudent expense management.
Family life remains favorable, but marital rela‑
tionships may fluctuate. Health outlook is opti‑
mistic, urging caution to safeguard well‑being.
Students need to enhance their focus to save
themselves from making silly mistakes. Family
life is likely to remain consistently favorable
throughout the year, providing a stable founda‑
tion for personal growth and happiness.
Lucky number: 7 Lucky Color: Peach
Lucky Month: May, June

PISCES (Feb 20‑Mar 20)
In 2024, Pisces individuals embark on
a journey of promising opportunities
to shape a year of significant growth.

The early months, emphasize the signif‑
icance of nurturing friendships and steering clear
of impulsive decisions. Expect fluctuations in your
well‑being, with potential issues like eye prob‑
lems or foot discomfort arising. Strategic budget‑
ing and prudent financial management would be
required throughout the year. Balancing the pur‑
suit of financial growth with mindful spending
ensures a secure foundation for both your eco‑
nomic well‑being and familial harmony. Whether
for leisure, education, or work, the year unfolds
with the promise of broadening your perspective
through travel. The outlook for your career is no‑
tably optimistic, with anticipated excellence in
your job, earning positive regard from superiors.
Ongoing challenges in family life can be sorted
through open communication. Conflicts in rela‑
tionships could escalate if not timely dealt with.
Lucky number: 6
Lucky Color: Yellow
Lucky Month: March, April, November

Yearly Forecast 2024

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 2024
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“Nonviolence is the highest duty”
ANUVRAT MOVEMENT

We’re coming into a new year and 
that means you may be thinking 

about a New Year’s resolution. Perhaps 
you’re thinking about getting leaner or 
building more muscle. Maybe you’d like 
to be a little kinder or live a little green-
er. Perhaps you simply want to give 
more back to your community. By fol-
lowing just one simple ANUVRAT—or 
small vow—that of ahimsa—or nonvio-
lence—, you can accomplish all these 
resolutions simultaneously.  

Leaving meat and dairy off your plate 
saves the lives of nearly 200 animals 
every year—every one of them denied a 
natural life and killed when they’re still 

Acharya Tulsi Ji

By John Di Leonardo babies. It also removes you from contribut-
ing to the staggering 51 percent or more of 
global greenhouse gas emissions that are 
caused by animal agriculture, according to 
a report published by the Worldwatch Insti-
tute, and from contributing to more than 
half of the water used in the United States 
today being wasted on animal agriculture. 
Since farmed animals produce 130 times 
more excrement than the human popula-
tion, the run-off from farm waste not only 
wastes water but also contaminates our 
waterways. 

Going vegan also puts you into a cat-
egory that is one-ninth as likely to be 
obese as meat-eaters and has a cancer rate 
that is only 40 percent that of meat-eat-
ers. Replacing meat and dairy with deli-

New Year’s Message
From Sant Rajinder  
Singh Ji Maharaj

January 1, 2024 

I wish all of you a joyous holiday 
season and a Happy New Year. 
As we enter the new year, it is 
a good time to think about our 
most important goals. Many of us 
think about improving our physic-
al health, our relationships, our 
education and career goals, and 
other activities in life. However, 
there is one goal in which, if we 
make improvements, it will pro-
vide benefits to all other areas of 
our life. Making progress in medi-
tation enriches all endeavors relat-
ing to our body and mind. Yet, it 
also has an added benefit in that 
it helps us achieve our spiritual 
goals of life, which is to know our 
self as soul and realize God. 

cious plant-based alternatives also means 
giving up cholesterol—which is only found 
in animal-derived foods—and decreasing 
your risk for many other illnesses, includ-
ing strokes, obesity, osteoporosis, arthritis, 
Alzheimer’s, multiple allergies, diabetes, and 
food poisoning. NFL players like quarter-
back Cam Newton and world-record strong-
men like Patrik Baboumian are vegan not 
only to help animals but to also improve per-
formance. Check out “The Game Changers” 
on Netflix for an entire documentary about 
superstar athletes adopting a plant-based 
diet. 

“Ahimsa Parmo Dharma” is a Sanskrit 
phrase popularized by Mahatma Gandhi. In 
short, it means, “Nonviolence is the highest 
duty.” This year, I encourage each of us to 
take this ANUVRAT a little bit more seriously 
and better our health, the environment and 
the lives of animals by only consuming com-
passionate, animal-free food. With an infin-
ite number of tasty and healthful replace-

John Di Leonardo is the founding 
director of Humane Long Island. He 
was previously the Senior Manager of 
Grassroots Campaigns and Animals in 
Entertainment Campaigns for People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA). He has a Master’s degree in 
Anthrozoology from Canisius College. 
He also earned a graduate certificate 
in Jain Studies from the International 
School of Jain Studies (ISJS) in India. 
John can be reached at  
John@humanelongisland.org. 
(Image provided)

ments for animal flesh, eggs and dairy 
available at nearly every grocery store 
and coffee shop, and Beyond Meat—
which makes realistic plant-based meats 
out of vegetables like peas and beets—
widely available food marts and even 
major restaurant chains like TGI Fridays, 
it has never been easier to live a kind-
er, healthier lifestyle. The organization 
Veganuary specializes in helping people 
make the transition for the new year and 
my organization Humane Long Island 
would be happy to help too. You can 
reach us at www.humanelongisland.org.

SPIR ITUAL AWARENESS

For this reason, the slogan 
for the new year is: 
Meditate more 
In 2024. 

Medical research shows that 
meditation can help us physic-
ally by reducing stress-related 
illnesses. It can help our mind 
and intellect by making us more 
focused, concentrated, and pro-
ductive whether in our studies 
or work or anything in which 
we engage. It can help us emo-
tionally by connecting us with a 
source of godly love within us. 
By helping us become calm and 
peaceful, meditation improves 
our relationships. Yet most of 
all, it helps us spiritually.  

Meditation on the inner 
Light and Sound opens up the 
gateway to journey into spirit-
ual realms within., By doing so, 
we can achieve self- knowledge 
that our true self is our soul. As 
the soul connects with the Light 

and Sound within, we can travel 
on the inner journey where our 
soul can attain union with the 
Divine. This leads to our achiev-
ing permanent peace, lasting 
happiness, bliss, and divine love. 

As we face the outer chal-
lenges of life, meditation on 
the inner Light and Sound pro-
vides us an inner sanctuary of 
peace where we can go and be 
renewed and refreshed. The 
tranquility and joy we gain 
through meditation helps us 
deal with life’s difficulties in a 
calmer, more balanced way. If 
we put into practice these four 
words, “Meditate more in 2024” 
we will find that the new year 
will bring us a happier year 
ahead. 

May God bless each of you 
with permanent peace, unend-
ing joy, and ecstatic love. 
Yours sincerely, 

RAJINDER SINGH
Thanksgiving Program 2023 in Chicago, USA (November 23-26, 2023) 

(Image courtesy: Sant Rajinder Singh Ji Maharaj/Facebook)  

(Image courtesy: progressive-charlestown.com) 
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